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“Miracle Meal’’ and Feeder Aid Wintering Bluebirds
Susan Weil

Thanks to Carol Marmon's recipe for “Miracle Meal” (6(4):135), | am
able to send this photograph of bluebirds feeding after a snowstorm.
Sometimes there are as many as seven in and around the feeder at one
time. Since late winter sncw and ice storms are particularly devastating to
bluebirds wintering in the area, it is wonderful to be able to give them a
source of food.

Note that the plexiglass windows are taped to prevent any birds from
trying to fly through them.

Although the original recipe called for lard and not shortening, | have
used solid shortening and/or fat as well as peanut hearts and the bluebirds
find the mix quite acceptable. |

Baldwin Road
Mt. Kisco, NY 10549

under the guidance of their leader, Ledra
Bailey and her assistant, Betty Meade. Kay
Billips, of Glenville, WV, wrote in June,
“because of Mike Murphy’'s Eagle Scout
project, approximately 100 nest boxes have
been constructed and distributed in Gilmer
County. Many boxes are already being used
by the birds. Thank you for your help.”

NABS member Charles F. Nelson wrote
in July that “our Bella Vista (AR) Bluebird
Society made reservations for six couples
for the annual meeting to be held at the
Western Hills Lodge, in Wagoner, Okla-
homa, Octeber 25 and 26. We are looking
forward to meeting ‘YUALL' in October.”
The feeling is mutual, Charles, and | con-
clude with this question posed by William
M. Atwater of Norfolk, MA, who asks, “Will
any bluebirds settle in our wooded area . . .
assuming we contribute to the preservation
movement? And if they are so disposed to
bring us such happiness, how may ye help
return the feeling to them?”

CORRECTION: As the telephone com-
pany recently said when sending a list of
corrections, “Nobody’s Prefect,” and that

Photograph by Susan Weil goes for me, too. Let me assure all of our

) ) ) ) generous and loyal NABS members and
Bluebirds feeding in Susan Weil’s plex- supporters in Sewickley [PA], misspelled in
iglass-sided feeder. my column in the Spring issue, that Ann
e T e T Morrow pointed out that it is a “beautiful lit-
i tle local town—a charming place.” David B.
(TALES—continued from page 156) Oliver 1l, John C. Oliver, Jr. and George P.
birds. These youngsters, members of the O’Neil, among others, have all been busy
Bluebird and Adventure groups, con- benefiting the btluebirds there. | regret the
structed several nest boxes and estab- errors and salute your efforts, Sewickley
lished a bluebird trail in their community bluebirders! [ |
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great use ol those resources, John.

Robert Rager of Rockford, OH, writes
that he is now 68 years old, had not seen a
bluebird in 45-50 years in the states of Ohio,
Indiana, and Michigan and has had nest
hoxes available for 20 years when finally in
1985 a pair came and nested in a martin
house, raising two young. This year they
moved into one of the houses he had buill.
He put a little notice in the local paper and
had a visit from NABS member Jim Sho-
walter. This is how news gets around,
bluebird interest spreads, and bluebirders
are drawn together. Linda Glickert, of Mill-
stadt, I, tells us "1 have bluebirds! It took
four years and finally!” Mrs. Floriene Ed-
wards, of Mexico, MC, sent in her member-
ship dues saying, "1 just love the bluebirds;
in fact, a pair is building a nest in my back-
yvard. We live in @ mobife park, too. | fought
off the sparrows and il paid off.” James C.
Morehead, Jr. of Houston, TX, sends his
best regards and encouragement, ielling
us: I admire your work in attempting to
preserve and increase the number of blue-
birds. We do have bluebirds here in Texas,
although one has to go pretty far from the
city of Houston to find them.”

Paul Kock, of Delaware, OH, a hotbed
of bluebird activity thanks to veteran blue-
birder Dick Tuttle, writes that his persistent
efforts paid off in '85 and '86 when one of
his three . . . boxes was occupied by a pair
of bluebirds! Things are looking more ‘blue’
around our place.”

Annie L. Ward of Pilot Mountain, NC,
wrote of her success in that headiest of all
bluebird pursuits, feeding them in winter. “|
tried different kinds of things with them and
now | don't have any problem in getling
ihemn to eat and feed their babies with it al}
year long. | staried out with gathering poke-
berries in the fall and freezing them and put-
ting them in their feeder boxes. Then | put
other mixes in there also. Now | have them
guarding lheir feeder. | told my cousin
about it and he did not believe me. So one
day he came over and watched them from
my door and saw for himself. | feed eight
bluebirds and all through the winter. Some-
times there would be four in the feeder at
onie time eating. He was really surprised to
see all this. | really love my bluebirds and |
know they really are happy, too. So to all
bluebird lovers, don’t give up and | wish vou
the very best of luck.” Joe and Terry Dana
of Hot Springs Village, AR, have great suc-
cess feeding bluebirds in another type of
feeder. Their unigue pnhoto taken in Feb-
ruary of 1986 from their deck shows three
male and six female bluebirds at the
feeding station. The mixture used was birg-
seed with peanut butter and bacon grease.

volume 8, Number 4

In trying to cope with some of the prob-
lems and frustrations of bluebirding, sev-
eral correspondents have sent their in-
sights. Pat and Mike Smith of Moneta, VA,
wrote, “Our second nestlings from one box
just fledged at 16 days. The night before, we
killed a black snake going up a weed and
just in 1he nick of time.” Elizabeth
Kirkpatrick of the Lehigh Valley, PA, area
said the local mockingbird chased the blue-
birds for three years and if they ever see
one, ‘it goes on—mockinghirds are right
there.”” Paula Smith of Elkhorn, NG,
telephoned NABS in May to get advice on
Gcoping with sparrows. Here's hoping she
was successful, because she said, “NABS
was the impetus behind my getting
involved.” Have you ever had problems with
a kingbirg? From Spring City, PA, Sarah
Trzaska wrote saying, ““‘AfHler much warring
with sparrows and wrens, | now have a pair
of bluebirds incubating eggs for the secend
time [June 30] this summer. An Eastern
Kingbird dive bombs them now and then,
but they seem to be fine. I'm eager to read
more abcut biuebirds.”

From Beaver Dam, WI, Don Kopif wrote
tor more copies of the NABS brochure,
“Where Have All The Bluebirds Gone?”
after he received some from Mike Mossman
of the Wisconsin Depariment of Natural
Resources. Don described building 250
bluebird boxes in the senior citizen work-
shop. Also requesting more copies of the
brochure were Jo and Louis Kohn of Brook-
landville, MD. They wrote that the one they
received from NABS two years ago started
their family off in “perpetuating the trail—
successfully! And now I'd like to get a few
mare friends interested in expanding the
trail.” Bill Arne was introduced to NABS by
seeing the brochure and wrote, “l am
employed at the Seneca Army Depot in
Romulus, New York, as Airfield Operations
Specialist and have operated the bluebirg
trail here for the last four years." He en-
closed nesting results of his trail of 77
hoxes. The nest boxes were used by 9 pairs
of bluebirds, 67 pairs of Tree Swallows, and
17 pairs of House Wrens. Jeanne Zulick of
Fottshille, PA, wrote that she raises “Jenny
wrens’” in all of her bluebird and wren
boxes. She added that her neighbors, Mr.
and Mrs. Wayne Berger and Mr. and Mrs.
Allen Yakimo raised several families of
bluebirds and some of them were banded
by a hird bander from Hawk Mountain Sanc-
tuary in Kempton, PA. In March, 1986, the
Camp Fire Giris & Boys, Inc. from Mitchell-
ville, MD, received a “Certificate of Appreci-
ation” from the North American Bluebird
Society for their effort in promoting blue-

(Continued on page 155}
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Dear Editor:

i put out bite-sized pieces of mild
cheddar cheese on a feeding shelf at a
second story window for our local
pirds. One January day a male bluebird
alighted on the shelf and ate some
cheese. He made several more trips
before the female joined him.

This year the bluebirds returned in
the spring to find chickadees occupy-
ing the box they have always chosen.
The bluebirds showed an interest in
the box though the chickadees vigor-
ously defended their nest andg five
eggs. One day while the chickadee was
off the nest, the male and female
bluebirds went in and out carrying
away moss and cotton while the
chickadgees uttered distress calls. The
battle between the bluebirds and
chickadees went on for three days. The
bluebirds finally examined the other
boxes and then flew away.

Although | missed having bluebirds
nesting this year, | feel the brave little
chickadees deserved the box. They
fledged five nestlings.

Norma K. Williams
Asheville, North Carclina

Dear Editor:
| would like to suggest that you pub-
lish the names of licensed bird banders
who would be willing to band birds for
trail operators. | happen to be a bander
who is interested in doing this; the
names of other cooperative banders
could be solicited through your mem-

bership.

Betsy Jones
Absecon, New Jersey

Dear Betsy Jones:

There may well be trail monitors who
would welcome the names of banders
willing to band cavity nesters using
bluebird boxes. Perhaps if there is a
sufficient response to your suggestion,
we could publish a list prior lo next
year's breeding season.

if you are a ficensed bander who
would be willing to band birds on
bluebird trails in your area, send your
name and address (telephone number
optional) to the editor by January 15,
1987.

Volume 8, Number 4

Dear Editor:

We feel wonderful about the gro-
gress we have made with assistance
received from varicus of your publica-
tions and books, For several years we
had only sparrows interested in our
bluebird boxes. In 1983, we finally had
a pair of blugbirds only to have a spar-
row kill the female on the nest. That's
when we learned from you about trap-
ping which has been a tremendous
help 10 us. In 1984, with one pair of
bluebirds, four babies fledged and this
year, with two pairs, 14 babies fledged!
We are still learning and hooe for in-
creased success this year.

Dana Blagg
Stilwell, Kansas

Dear Editor:

I enjoy your magazine very much and
have learned much about Eastern
Bluebirds from reading it. However, |
wish you would include a ““Western
Page” where we could find cor-
respondence from western members
about the Mountain and Western
Bluebirds native to our section of the
United States.

There are three bluebird trails herein
Yakima County and I'm sure there
must be many more in the western
region. It would be nice to hear about
them and perhaps to correspond with
some other members as well.

Rosemary Jones
Yakima, Washington

Dear Rosemary Jones:

We hope you enjoy the articles in
this issue which feature bluebirds in
the western area. The fact is that we
publish {sooner or later) most of the
material we receive from the West. Un-
fortunately, there are not many articles
submitted nor letters received from
that area. We would be happy to print
more. Recently, another reader com-
plained that she'd like to see more
stories from southern states. Submis-
sions tend to run in cycles, but we
don't purposely favor one region over
another. |
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BLUEBIRD BOOSTERS

Eastern Bluebird Boosters Fledgling Bluebird Boosters Nestling Bluebird Boosters

Melissa Alllson John F, Anderson Frances P. Aaroe

Milton W. Arnold Mrs. Nancy Baron Ellis C. Adams

Mrs, Robert Bainum G. C. Bassford James W. Adams Hope P. Alexander
Mr, and Mrs. Jerry Battle Mr. Mlichael Brake Herbert W. Balr

M. L Benchoff Callaway Gardens Marie A. Battle

Robert P, Bodine Juliamay Campbell Susan D. Beach

Warwick P. Bonsal, jr. Phillip L. Carret Anne Bent

W. R, Brown Roy M. Cline Betty and Chuck Dupree
Carollna Power and Light A. Thomas Connolly Albert A. Garthwaite, ]Jr.
John Coleman Mrs. Coleman Donaldson George N. Grant

Emily Craig Mrs, Leslie Douglas Alex N. Hamilton

Mrs. Jean Eaton Downing Rurltan Club Mrs, C. Mlchael Hoffman
Lillian Lund Files Patricia A. Dubols Mary D. Janetatos

Finch Hollow Center Dunes Calumet Audubon Soclety Audrey Lobdell

Michael Hamm Agnes M. Fuoss Linda Maddox

Dale Harpham Earl R. Glllis Mr, and Mrs. Jesse G, Manley
Robert F. Havens Kathy Goldsberry Mrs. Marlon Mascari
Mary M. Herman, M.D. Phyills M. Haeger Karen 5. Metz

Thomas D. Hunt Mlss Frances Hanes Gerald W, Newman
Charlotte and W. S, Jernigan Betty J. Hartman Melba Pearce

Mr. and Mrs. A. Kaufman Mrs. Cornelius J. Howard Mrs. B. A, Schwartz

Mr. and Mrs. H. R. Lampshire Betsy Jones Dorene H. Scriven

Mrs, Charlotte Liefer Pauline Kasserman Charles W. Siegel

Ms, Felicia Lovelett Nancy Lee Lawrence Margie and Martin Smith
Mrs. Bonnie L. McCormack George Luce John L. Stephan

Mrs, Betty H. Mcllwain Frank and Marjorie Lyon Joseph G. Tait

D. G. Meckley III Linda Maddox Mrs. W. H. Underwood
Mr. and Mrs. William Milllgan Mr. W. T. Mattison Mr, and Mrs. Nelson C. Vestal, Jr.
Willlam and Susan Mitchell B. McFadyen Lorraine D. Warkins
David B. Oliver [I Loran Nordgren David Welch

John C. Oliver, [r. Phillip and Mary Carol Patterson George and Mary Wlllard
B. P. Olson Marvin Perry Waliace W. Wilkens, |r.
P. Michael L. Pearson Bruce and Joann Schaffner John B. Wolff, Jr.

Mrs. Nancy M. Purdy John W. Skooglund Vincent E. Zenone

Mark J. Raabe Herman L. Smith

G. ]. Tankersley T. W. Smlth

Terra Studios Anne Sturm

Mary Trewartha Mr. and Mrs. Frank A. Tardette

John Upp Richard F. Taylor

Olive and Lawrence Zeleny Chris Thoma

Dr. L, W, Zlmmerman Mrs. Albert Tilt

Twin Shields Golf Club
Charles Rlchard Watson

Dr. and Mrs. Claude Workman
Jeannie Wright

Western Bluebird Boosters

Jim D. Barfield
Theo Haugen
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