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Saturday morning again offered
the opportunity to observe local wild-
life and planis. Field trips were sched-
uled to Chapman Lake, Medicine
Lodge Hills, the Ellis Bird Farm, and
the Collett Natural Area.

Faced with numerous talented
speakers and limited time the Program
Committee sclved the problem imagin-
atively. The afternoon session was
divided into five periods. Attendees
could choose ¢ne of three speakers
during each of the five periods. Topics
were varied and choices were often dif-
ficult 1o make. The following presenta-
tions were made during the afterncon:
“Artificial Nesting Structures for
Waterfowl” by Brett Calverly, “The Re-
turn of the Bluekird” by Andre Dion,
“Project Nestbox Alberta” by Myrna
Pearman, “A History of the Ellis Bird
Farm and the Bluebird Banding Pro-
gram’ by Bryan Shantz, "Use of Nest
Boxes and Natural Cavities by Buffle-
heads and Other Cavity Nesting Birds”
by Giles Gauthier, “Estakblishing and
Maintaining a Trail” by Duncan Mack-
intosh, “‘Western Bluebird Conserva-
tion in Montana” by Art Aylesworth,
“Characteristics of an Ohic Tree Swal-
low Population™ by Dick Tuttle, “NABS
Research Program” by Tedd Gutzke,
“The Nature of Alberta-Prairies” by
Hazel Shantz, “Conservation of Bar-
row’s Goldeneyes™ by Jean-Pierre

Savard, “Bring Back the Bluebird” by
Lorne Scott, "Kestrels and Kestre!
Karetakers” by Mark Raabe, “The Role
of the Volunteer in Wildlife Manage-
ment and Politics™ by Geeff Holroyd
and “Feeding Bluebirds in Winter” by
Jack Finch,

The annual banguet was held Sat-
urday evening. Master of Ceremonies
Morris Flewelling expressed the grati-
tude of the host group to all of the
numerous helpers who had contributed
to the success of the convention. Exec-
utive Director Mary D. Janetatos
recognized all of the participants by
groups. She then presented seven
plaques recognizing the outstanding
contributions of individuals and
groups to the cause of bluebird pres-
ervation. The recipients and their
awards are detailed elsewhere in this
issue.

Banquet speaker David Spalding
was the former Curator of Natural His-
tory at the Alberta Provincial Museum.

As a final festive cap on the even-
ing, David Spalding teamed with his
wife under the group name '‘Brandy-
wine.” They sang several folk songs,
both comic and poignant.

Attendees parted renewed in their
resolve to continue advancing the
cause which unites them: aiding the
bluebird and other native cavity nest-
ing birds. |

Awards Presented

wards were made by the North

American Bluebird Society at the
banquet of the Eighth Annual Meeting,
July 13, 1985. Plaques were presented
to varicus individuals and groups to
recognize their outstanding contribu-
tions to bluebird conservation. Execu-
tive Director, Mary Janetatos, pre-
sented the awards because the Awards
Committee Chairman Anne Sturm,
was unable to attend.

The JOHN AND NORAH LANE
AWARD for an outstanding contribu-
tion to bluebird conservation by an in-

dividual was made to the following
people:

Ralph M.J. Shook, a veteran blue-
birder from Godfrey, lllinois who has
built and given away many hundreds of
nest boxes; he has alsc distributed
over 2,000 of his own circulars which
outline the decline in bluebird popula-
tions and include box plans and in-
structions for their use. He was a mem-
ber of the founding board of directors
of NABS and continues to be active in
bluebirding.

Laurance Sawyer, who has been a
bluebird lover since his childhood 70



years ago. He and his wife, Adelaide,
spend much time traveliing around the
country in their big blue van dubbed
“Bluebird Housing, Ringgold Georgia”
distributing the handsomely hand-
crafted nest boxes Laurance has
made. They are also prolific speakers,
using their own slides which utilize
Laurance's creative photography, as
well as some from NABS. The humor-
ous narrative and Laurance’s impish
delivery have warmed the hearts of
rmany NABS Annual Meeting atten-
dees, as well as inspiring to action the
hundreds of audiences they reach
across the country,

Photograph by Robert P Solem

Laurance Sawyer, of Ringgeld, Georgia,
received a John and Norah Lane Award.
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olograph by Robert P. Solem

Winnie Ellis was a joint recipient of a
John and Norah Lane Award made 10
her and her brother, Charlie, founders
of the Ellis Bird Farm,

Charlie and Winnie Ellis, the brother
and sister whose bird farm became the
focal point of the Union Carbide con-
servation efforts in Red Deer, Alberta,
Canada. Charlie began to befriend the
bluebirds many years ago by monitor-
ing the many nest boxes on his farm to
be sure no sparrows ousted the native
Mountain Bluebirds and Tree Swal-
lows. When their farm was acquired
by Union Carbide, they were success-
ful in seeing that it would be main-
tained to continue to benefit wildlife.

Art Aylesworth, who has been an ac-
tive bluebirder for 10 years, is, with
Duncan Mackintosh, a co-founder of
Mountain Bluebird Trails. He builds
and gives away nest boxes in his home
area of Ronan in northwestern Mon-
tana, and is in the forefront of attract-
ing recruits to bluebird conservation.

The LAWRENCE ZELENY
AWARD for an outstanding contribu-
tion to bluebird conservation by an
organization was awarded to the
following group:
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The Midwest Bluebird Recovery
Committee, under the auspices of the
{National) Audubon Chapter of Minne-
apolis, Minnesota. Through the efforts
of Dick and Vi Peterson, the chapter
spearheaded bluebird conservation ef-
forts throughout Minnesota and even
in many neighboring states. Dorene
Scriven, an energetic bluebirder in the
organization, accepted the award for
the group.

The RESEARCH AWARD for an
outstanding contribution to bluebird
conservation was presented to the fol-
lowing individuals:

C. Stuart and Mary Houston of Sas-
katoon, Saskalchewan, a husband and
wife team who have been involved with
bluetird research for many years.

Richard Rounds who, as the recip-
ient of the criginal John Lane bluebird
data, continues to foster scientific re-
search in his position as a professor of
biclogy at Brandon University in Mani-
toba.

olograph by Robert P. Solem

The Awards Committee seeks
nominees for future awards. Resumes Dr. C. Stuart Houston, a research
of proposed nominees should be sent award winner, presented a feature pro-
by April 30, 1988, to the Committee gram about John Richardson, a
Chairman Mrs, Anne Sturm, at Box 341, surgeon-naturalist with the Franklin
Barnesville, MD 20838. [} expedition of 1820-1822,

CHRISTMAS —({Continuec trom page 149)

Later while washing dishes in the kitchen, | heard a flutter and a
shadow passed. The bluebird had flown to the dining room and alighted on
the wide board woodwork around the window. As | entered the dining room,
he flew past me clinging this time to the natural chestnut beam that sup-
ports the kitchen ceiling. Again he flew back to the living room window that
he had tried sc diligently to enter, He did not know how to get out,

My husband suggested we turn on the porch light, open the French
doors, and turn off the lights in the house. We did so, then sat on the couch
with only the Christmas tree lights twinkling. The bluebird flew back and
forth between the window and the French door. He still could not find his
way out. My husband walked over to him, closed his hand around his body,
and carried him to the cpen docr. A moment’s hesitation—a thank you per-
haps—and the bluebird was gone.

""That's the mast unusual thing I've seen on this farm,” my husband re-
marked.
"“Such a gift,’" { said, '‘the bluebird that stayed for Christmas.” [ |

Rt. 1, Box 291
Pearisburg, VA 24134
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BLUEBIRD
EXPRESS

SIALIA welcomes the correspondence
of s membership  Bluebud Express
should become a forum for all who are
interested in commurnicating thew ideas
and actions concerming bluebird conser-
valion We will attempt to publish a wide
range of views in a responsible manner
Keep your letters coming!

Dear Editor;

It took three years to get the blue-
birds to use one of the houses | put up
for them, but now they are back for the
third season. In fact, they didn’t really
leave the area this winter. | did not take
the house off the pipe it is mounted on
last fall and about the first week of
December | noticed bluebirds arcund
the house. After a few days | realized
they were sleeping in the house. Just
before dark they would come around
and go into the house for the night,
usually four and sometimes five of
them. ) didn't know that a family of
birds would use a nest box for a hotel.
It has been s0 enjoyabie to watch them
pop in there at night, | have not minded
cleaning out the droppings.

The flycatchers came back last year
after the bluebirds started nesting and
| had to put up a house for them. They
are a pleasure to have around; it is a
shame they don't protect their nests
the way the bluebirds do. It is a chore
to try and keep the sparrows away.

People that do not have bluebirds
around their home do not know the joy
and beauty they are missing.

Delmer Spillance
Los Molinos, California

Dear Editor:

| think your publication is tops! |
want to renew my membership for
1985. My trail has been increased this
year to 50 boxes. | should have over 100

baby bluebirds this summer.
Mike Smith
Harrisonburg, Virginia
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Dear Editor;

| have had a pair of nesting blue-
birds every year but this year none has
stayed to nest. The Tree Swallows and
House Wrens have taken over most of
the houses. Bluebirds are not common
in Maine anymore. | recently showed
the bluebird slide show to the loca!
garden club where it was well received.

In response to the request for num-
bered aluminum tags in the spring
issue of Sialia, there are two sources
of which | am aware:

The Ben Meadows Co.

P.O. Box 80549

Atlanta, GA 30366

Forestry Suppliers, Inc.
205 West Rankin St.
P.O. Box 8397
Jackson, MS 39204
Fred Huntress, Jr.
Poland Spring, Maine

Dear Editor:

My bird feeder which hangs in a
small tree was constantly being raided
by pesky squirrels.

| solved this problem by placing one
length of stovepipe (24 inches long)
about the base of the tree. This stove-
pipe is the kind that snaps together
and can be found at most hardware
stores. It's nearly the color of the tree
50 doesn’'t look bad. This same idea
can be used for pole feeders. Just snap
the stovepipe arocund the base of the
pole.

| plan to try this in the spring with
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my bluebird nesting bexes and martin

houses to keep out raccoons and other
predators.

Biltie L. Holt

Ada, Oklahoma

Dear Editor:
| know of an excellent source for 1z-
2 inch aluminum numbers.
Lamb Seal & Stencil Co,, Inc.
1515-15th St., N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20005
| have dealt with them since the
'40°s. They will make any sign, number,
stencil in any quantity and do excellent
wOork.
| am a new member of NABS and
thoroughiy enjoy Siafia and have also
been very impressed with the enthu-
siasm of the only person I've had con-
tact with in the organization: Ron King-
ston of Annandale, VA. He has been so
helpful to me; | wish to commend him,
George N. Lumsden
Fairfax, Virginia

Dear Editor:

| belong to Defenders of Wildlife and
was interested in a letter that appeared
in the March/April 1985 issue of their
magazine, Defenders. A reader had
written in the autumn of 1984 to ask
how to keep wasps out of bird houses.
Jean Johnson of Evanston, lllinois,
suggested taking a bar of Ivory soap
and rubbing it on whatever surfaces
the wasps might want to use to attach
their nests. She said she keeps wasps
out of her greenhouse in this fashion,
That adds one more item to my “good-

ies bag” forthe trail.
Charlotte Jernigan
Wagoner, Oklahoma

Dear Editor:

Thought you might like to know our
reaction to the fine NABS meeting in
Red Deer. It was great! Never saw such
a variety of bird-oriented crafts, pic-
tures, and books. The tours were in-
spiring and the people we met, too.

The John and Norah Lane award
plague arrived today. It's a beauty! It
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has an honored place among Dad’s
paintings and an L.S. photo over our
davenport. Thank you and whoever
else is responsible for this accolade.
Re: Spring 1985 Sialia, p. 77, the let-
ter from John Barger and the “junk”
articles so disappointing to him.

Perhaps his two year activity in blue-
bird conservation is only a small part
of his acquaintance with the little crit-
ter. If not, he has much {0 learn. “Cud-
dly” bluebirds and those who appre-
ciate them as such we shail always
have with us, and would be sorry to
lose either type.

A well-known naturalist and author
has admonished us not to be so taken
up with the exactness of scientific in-
guiry that we fail to enjoy the forms
and activities of nature.

We have often experienced the thrill
of our youthful audience as we led
them about our premises on explora-
tion. We've never lost it. We will en-
tertain and instruct enthusiastic aud-
iences from kindergarten to university
students with our slides and our bird
houses. We will probably never men-
tion the scientific nomenclature of any
of our subjects. To our mind it would
detract from the mood of our hearers.
We intend to address the 99% of hu-
manity who neither know nor care that
a certain American bird has a Latin
name.

It is our hope that Siafia never loses
touch with such as we who are in touch
with the birds. If it ever “'goes scien-
tific" we'li just stay with the birds and
have the best of times staying there.
Our personal observation would be
that the “scientific” side of Sialia just
a bit out-weighs the “‘common touch,”
but we love the journal and all it repre-
sents.

In closing, we must say that to us
the bluebird is not “Sialia sialis,” but a
chunk of purest Nature that lodged
under our skin some 70 years ago in an
old apple orchard beyond the Adiron-
dacks and has never been excised. In
fact, it is a benign tumor of perpelual
comforting presence. Expect it 1o be
with us a couple of decades longer.

Laurance and Adelaide Sawyer
Ringgold, Georgia
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Bluebird Tales

Mary D. Janetatos

Seelng is believing! For years the ex-
ploits of such legendary biuebirders as
Charile and Winnle Ellis, Duncan Mackin-
tosh, and Art Aylesworth were awesome to
hear about. In July, over 250 people who
attended the Eighth Annual Meeting of the
North American Bluebird Scciety in Red
Deer, Alberta, saw and heard firsthang the
problems and delights of Northwest blue-
birding. Charlie Ellis was quietly informa-
tive about his various “inventions' to foil
the House Sparrows’ attempts to make In-
roads into his nest boxes. His devotion to
bluebirds and Tree Swallows was touch-
ingly evident from the filmed account in
which he described seeing a Mountain
Bluebird killed by a sparrow, From that
point on he vigorously champiconed the
beautiful avian natives. The farm where he
and his sister Winnie Ellis live was recog-
nized as a jewel by the Red Deer River
Naturalists before the time Union Carbide
acquired the property. As described by pub-
lic-media liaison man Michael O’Brien, a
successful  consciousness-raising cam-
paign was conducted which led to the
praservation of the farm as Ellis Bird Farm,
Ltd., with Charlie and Winnie as perma-
nent members of the boarg of directors.
Other representation on the board is from
the Red Deer River Naturalists and Unjon
Carbide.

NABS Education Chairman Bryan
Shantz is a biologist and nature photog-
rapher who is employed by Union Carbide
to monitor the nest box trail on the Ellis
Bird Farm and on the Union Carbide plant
site. He oversees about 500 boxes, Through
his acguaintance with Dr. Roger Smith,
biology professor al Brandon University in
Manitoba, Bryan set up cooperative fund-
ing between Union Carbide ang Brandon
University for a research project on Moun-
tain Bluebirgs at the plant site. Joan Cum-
mings, who is conducting the research,
showed us her set-up and described her
studies. By means of an elaborate in-box
camera sel-up, she is photographing Moun-
tain Bluebird parents as they enter the nest
box to feed their young. She intends to doc-
ument the prey fed to the nestlings.

Glenn Pearman operates another Al
berta trail we visited. Approximately 2860
nest boxes annually yield  many Moun-
tain Bluebirds and Tree Swallows. |l was
evident that the level of enthusiasm in help-
ing native cavity nesting species was just
as high in Alberta as in other places on the
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continent.

Following the annual meeting, a group
of NABS members toured Alberta for sev-
eral days: Larry Zeleny, Chuck DuPres,
Junius and Bea Birchard, Andre and France
Dion, Marty Chestem, Charlotte and Bill
Jernigan, and |. We traveled in three cars
and at a leisurely pace savored the majestic
splendor of the Canadian Rockies in Jasper
National Park, where we had a good look at
White-winged Crossbills. On the tnp to
Banff we saw the roaring Athabasca Falls
and climbed on a glacler in the Columbia
Icefields. Next day we found Lake Louise
to be a true delight. Framed by towering
mountains on each side and a glowing gla-
cier 0pposite, this gem of a lake Is a surpris-
ingly intimate sight. We waiked along the
shore and made f{riends with the tame
Clark’s Nutcrackers. At the urging of Andre
and France Bion we wentinside the Chateau
Lake Louise. In a ¢charming salon a young
woman plucked romantic melodies on a
harp while we sampled refreshments and
gazed at the surrounding splendor.

Qur group next headed south n Al
berta toward Lethbridge. As we passed
through Claresholm, a new langdmark came
into sight; the Bluebird Motel. We had
noticed this motel on our way to the annual
meeting but had not stopped. Charlotte
Jernigan told us that she and Bill had stop-
ped in, made friends with the owner, Mr.
Seymour, and enrolled him as a NABS
member! Now, as we chatted with him, he
pointed out the new bluebhird nest box,
erected near the swimming pool, which he
nad purchased from “a man and woman in
a blue van with a sign Bluebird Housing,
Ringgold Georgia on its side.” Of gourse,
Laurance and Adelalde Sawyer had been
there! After a short visit with the owner and
Mrs. Seymour, his mother, who had
founded the motel, we wished him many
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bluebirds flying and nesting at his motel.

We arrived at Duncan and Isobel Mack-
intosh’s home in Lethbridge and visited
with them and with Hazel Ross. We en-
joyed their hospitality and then Duncan
conducted a tour of his extensive, craggy,
mountainous bluebird trail. There were
many Mountain Bluebirds everywhere, and
Duncan described his network of blusehird-
ers. He discovered Art Aylesworth several
years back through Siafia; he had "just
picked up the phone and called him!”' Thus,
a bluebird friendship and “*Mountain Blue-
bird Trails” (MBT} came into existence.
Under the dynamic leadership of Duncan
and Ari, many other bluebirders were en-
listed. MBT now spans Alberta, Montana,
ldaho and Colorado.

Our later trip took us through Montana
to Red Rock Lake National Wildlife Refuge.
Here, an anonymous bluebirder ran such a
successful trail that there were Mountain
Bluebirds perched on every fence post and
lined up on the wires overhead as well. Qur
hope at this refuge had been to see Trum-
peter Swans. We did see a beautiful family
group, an adult pair with five young. The big
bonus was the thrill of seeing Mountain
Bluebirds everywhere.

Qur trip also included a visit to historic
St. Ignatius which was founded by Jesuit
missionaries to serve the Cree Indians. The
town was just on the edge of the indian
reservaticn and very near to another stop
we made: the National Bison Range. Due to
the extreme fire danger, extensive visits to
the Range were out; 50 we set out for Art
Aylesworth’s territory: St. Regis and Ronan.

It’s a leng way from Ronan where Art
lives and works to St. Regis where their
cabin is located. But we could tell it was
Avylesworth territory all the way because
there were nest boxes cverywhere, and
scores of bluebirds could be seen feeding
young. For several days, Art, Vivian and
Ellen Aylesworth treated us to their wonder-
ful hospitality. Their neighbors, the Arm-
strongs, also Joined us and we could savor
completely the flavor of life in this wonder-
ful corner of our fourth largest state.

A Violet-green Swallow had nested in
one of the Aylesworth’s vard nest boxes
and bluebirds abounded near by. Art had
the astounding expserience of having West-
ern and Mountain Bluebirds occupying con-
secutive nest boxes on his nearby trail. He
reports one case of hybridizing, when a
Mountain Bluebird teamed up with a West-
ern and together they produced peculiarly
marked progeny.

Saturday evening Denl (board member)
and John Hershberger of Plains, Montana,
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were our hosts for a delicious barbecue.
Deni has designed the Hershberger proper-
ty as a wildlife sanctuary. She also helps
maintain a heron rookery on an island in the
Clark Fork River, just opposite thair home.
Deni’s bluebird trail has both Western and
Mountain Bluebirds and has been extreme-
ly productive. She is a collaborator in the
MBT network, and a large number of blue-
birders in her area monitor trails and report
to her. Her pickup truck has “Biluebird
Lady” emblazoned across the front.

The nexi day Art drove us to the Nine
Pipes National Wildlife Refuge where we
obsarved the Double-crested Cormorants
nesling in huge cottonwood trees. Here and
averywhere In Montana one sees the apt-
ness of the state's nickname, "“Big Sky
Country.” | did observe to Art, however, that
| think Montanans set their sights too low
when they claim that “If you say your pray-
ers and lead a good life, when you die you'll
goto... MONTANAL"

To finish up the great visit to the Clark
Fort area, Art sought to fulfill our craving
for fresh trout. He turned out to be just as
great an angler as he is a bluebirder, be-
cause on the evening before our departure
he caught five ralnbow trout. Next morning,
thanks to Vivian's expert preparation, we
anjoyed one of the most delicious meals
aver. We then lined up for a farewsll photo
in front of Art's blue pickup which sports a
large sign across the front; “Bluebird Man.”

Wae ware travelling east toward Great
Falls when we stumbled onto a beautitul
bluebird trail along Wolf Greek. The initials
“TM” visible from the road could only have
been those of Tom Matsko. Both Western
and Mountain Bluebirds were seen in pro-
fusion.

As we entered Great Falls we saw
White Pelicans tlying majestically across
the Missouri River. Dinner that evening was
in the company of my sister Marty Nelson
and my niecas Diana and Christi.

On the final day we visited the Fort
Benton National Wild!life Refuge where the
baby Eared Grebes stole the day. They rode
on their parents’ backs or waited while their
parents ducked underwater for morsels.

National wildlife refuges were set up
primarily for migrating waterfowl and
shorebirds. Thay do have a great deal of
proper habitat for bluebirds, and the per-
sonnel might be encouraged to set out and
maintain bluebird trails, A good example
was the trall at Red Rock Lake, whare we
were awed by the size of a triple rainbow.
Then we were struck by the thought that we
could truly find bluebirds—not a pot of gold
—at the end of the rainbow! ]
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God’s Little Creature

Dear little bluebird
You gladden my heart,
i thrill to the song

You sweetly impart.

God’'s little creature
So gentle and dear,
You fill me with love
Whenever you're near.

Away to the South

In winter you fly,

| feel a sadness

When you say good-bye.

| wait your return

When springtime is here,
Bringing back with you
Much gladness and cheer.

Rachel F. Vickio
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Founded in 1978, THE NORTH AMERICAN
BLUEBIRD SOCIETY is an incorporated non-profit
organization determined to increase the
populations of the three species of bluebirds on this
continent. Inasmuch as the populations of these
birds have diminished due to the maladroit actions
of human beings, as well as other natural disasters,
the primary objective of the SOCIETY is to educate
all who will listen about the importance of
preserving these singular creatures in their native
environment.

Toward this end, the SOCIETY will work, within the
bounds of effective conservation, to study those
obstacles impeding bluebird recovery; to publish
results of those studies; to promote ideas and
actions which might reduce the effect of those
obstacles; and to obtain a more complete
knowledge about bluebird ecology, in the hope of
learning more about the ecology of humankind.

Membership: Students (under 21) and Senior (over 60),
$7.50; Regular, $10; Sustaining, $30; Supporting, $50:
Contributing, $100; Corporate, $100; Donor, $250. Amounts
over §5 are tax deductible.

Address:
North American Bluebird Society
Box 6295

Silver Spring, MD 20906-0295






