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Photograph by Myrna Pearman
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NABS awards for bluebird conservation were presented on 27 June 1998. Left to nght:
NABS President Charlotte Jernigan; Vice President Carol McDaniel, who accepted an
award on behalf of Don Bragg (Bluebird Association of Wiscensin); Sherry Linn, who
accepted an award on behalf of the Bluebird Survival Program of Vernon, British Colum-
bia; Vernon C. Johnson (Southern Interior Bluebird Trail); Don Yoder, whe accepted an
award on behaif of Hatch and Judy Graham (California Bluebird Recovery Program), and
Awards Commitiee Chair Joan Harmet.

When Vern started his bluebird conservation work, it was a somewhat rare occurrence
to see a bluebird in central British Columbia, and then only singly or in groups of twos or
threes. Now, ten years later, it is not unusual to see sizable flocks in this part of the
province.

Vern has been a speaker, teacher, fundraiser, and spokesperson for bluebirds. He be-
gan with 37 boxes; by 1857, the Southern Interior Bluebird Trail numbered 4 500 boxes.
The goal is 5,000 boxes, after which Vern and his cclleagies will concentrate on provid-
ing boxes to accormmodate other species of cavity nesters.

The group award this year goes to the Bluebird Survival Program of Vernon, British
Ceolumbia This group was nominated by its coordinator and founder, Elsie Nykyfork.
Her personal bluebird record seemed so outstanding that Elsie could easily have been
awarded an individual award, but by nominating her group she demonstrated her appre-
ciation for the cooperation of the North Okanagan Naturalist Society and its members'
fine bluebird record.

Elsie sent along some of her pointers on managing trails.

1. First, and so important to success: HABITAT. Vernon is located in lovely open
range. Elsie began by setting up a trail behind her house. Then the local naturalist soci-
ety took over the project, with Elsie as coordinator

2. Elsie talked to local ranchers one by ane and got them invoived. They allowed her
to set up trails on their property. She assigned monitors to all boxes.

3. Monitors keep records on cards, one for each box. Elsie compiles the information
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BLUEBIRD
EXPRESS

SIALIA welcomes the correspondence
of its membership. Bluebird Express
should become a forum for all who are
interested 10 communicating their ideas
and actions concermng bluebird conser-
vabion. We will attempt to publish a wide
range of views in a responsible manner
Keep your letters conung!

Dear Editor:

My wife and | just concluded our eighth
season of monitoring and maintaining
approximately 210 bluebird boxes in
three different lccations (Land Between
the Lakes [LBL] in western Kentucky and
Tennessee, 160 bhoxes; Lake Barkley
State Resort Park near LBL, 30 boxes;
and John James Auduben State Park in
our hometown of Henderson, Kentucky,
20 boxes). We estimate (conservatively)
that over 4000 bluebirds (as well as nu-
merous Carclina Chickadees, Tufted
Titmice, Carolina Wrens, White-breasted
Nuthatches, and Prothonotary Warblers)
have fledged from these hoxes during our
tenure. (We contribute our data to
NABS.)

Due to weathering, vandalism, and
other factors, approximately 75% of our
boxes need to be replaced. QOur trips to
LBL are about 125 miles cne way, and
we estimate we spend over 200 volunteer
hours each season on the LBL trail
alone. Although we camp at Lake Bar-
kley State Park during our monthly trips,
we are trying to find a way to alleviate
some of the many expenses (camping
fees, gasoline, hardware, posts, etc.) as-
sociated with this bluebird “addiction.”
I'm aware that NABS awards research
grants, but 'm wondering if anycone in the
organization is aware of any companies,
environmental groups, or philanthropic
organizations that contribute to peopie in
our position. Anyone have any ideas or
leads regarding grant opportunities?

Volume 20, Number 4

Contact my e-mail address or NABS
headquarters.

Robert D. Peak
RDPO713em@evsc k12.in.us

Dear David,

| just moved to Texas from Indiana.
My mother and | both wondered, coming
from our milder temperatures, is it help-
fullnecessary to have extra holes drilled
in the boxes for ventilation? It's hard to
Imagine being in a bird box with these
outside temperatures.

Also, up there, raccoons and other
birds would be the main preda-
tors/problems. s it the same here?

Mary

E-mail from David Shiels, chair of Blue-
bird Hotline Committee:
Dear Mary and Mom,

The heat down here can be terrible.
Extra holes for ventilation are good. But
what the boxes down here need is a false
front of thin plywood with a spacer of
wood between the box wall and the false
front for ventilation. The false layer cre-
ates a flow of air that takes stored heat
energy and moves it out away from the
box.

Predators down here include (in order
of concern) wild cats, snakes. raccoons,
and House Wrens. Baffles help but
proper placement of your boxes is the
key. |
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nest boxes away (ahout 100 yards) from
buildings does not deter House Sparrow
use, NABS sells a tri-compartment spar-
row trap, catalog item number ST-1, for
$38 00, plus $8.80 shipping.

New NABS Affiliate in Pennsylvania

"We are excited about this new venture
and are especially pleased with our af-
filiation with NABS," writes Diane
Barbin, secretary of the newly-formed
Bluebird Society of Pennsylvania. "t is
nelpful to know that you are standing be-
hind us, ready to help when we need your
assistance."

The NABS affilliation process seeks to
unify the bluebird conservation efforts of
all bluebirding organizations across the
continent, foster improved communica-
tion, and disseminate research results.
NABS is pleased to welcome the Bluebird
Society of Pennsylvania and is locking
forward to serving as the umbrella or-
ganization for bluebirding across the
North American continent. An updated
listing of NABS Affiliales is available on
NABS' everchanging home  page
(http:/fwww.cobleskill edu.nabs/). NABS'
website is developed and maintained by
Nancy Niles.

Beginnings of a Transcontinental
Bluebird Trail?

National Public Radio (NPR)} aired a

piece on the Route 20 Bluebird Trail and
Adopt- a-Box program in New York fea-
turing NABS Research Chairman Kevin
Berner, as well as Ray Briggs, of
Cchbleskill, and Joe Therrien, of Central
Bridge, New York In case you missed
the interview, a link has been established
on NABS' website to the NPR website
containing the interview.

Serving as a possible model for further
development of a Transcontinental Biue-
bird Traii(s), the Route 20 Trail will be
expanded, we hope—as an independent
undertaking and coordinated by NABS--
into a network of trails across the conti-
nent NABS is presently developing a
plan and collecting an invenfory of exist-
ing trails that stretch for more than 50
miles or are located near either Rails-to-
Trails (trails along abandoned railroad
cornidors) or the American Discovery
Traill (o examine a map, see
http. www. discoveryirail.org). If you have
a bluebird tfrail or would be interested in
volunteerning to coordinate a trail in your
area, please send a note to NABS' head-
quarters, making sure that you include
your mailing address and telephone
number, plus fax number and e-mail ad-
dress if you have them. Include a de-
scription {and map) of the route your trail
takes or where you feel appropriate
habitat {and sufficient wvolunteers to
menitor the trail) warrants the develor-
ment of a bluebird trail n

(POINT S — continued from page 122)

have been an essential part of NABS.
We are most grateful for the contribu-
tions of Mary Janetatos, executive direc-
tor; Jo Solem, editor of Sialla; and Char-
lotte Jernigan, our president for six years.
We will miss their guidance and experi-
ence.

Future changes include a Gift and
Merchandise Catalog, formation of a
Transcontinental Nest Box Trall, and the
development of an interpretive and edu-
cational display at our Darlington, Wis-
consin headquarters We, of course, will
continue to produce educational pam-

Yolume 20, Number 4

phlets and will maintain the Speakers'
Bureau. Our quarterly publication will
keep us informed with research articles
and information about bluebird trails n
many parts of the country. Each year
our annual convention will be held n a
different part of the bluebird world.

Our thanks to the people who organ-
ized the NABS convention in June of this
year in Regina, Canada They provided
a stimulating group of speakers and well-
orchestrated field trips, comfortable
buses, and great food.

Please join us next year for the NAR®=
convention in Great Falls, Montana =
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BILUEBIRD BOOSTERS

LIFE MEMBERS

Charlotte Jernigan
Clark W. Hart

Katrina Renouf

Mrs. Irene S. Franz
John H. Rogers
Barbara L. Matlock
Lawrence Zeleny

Dr. Eugene Majerowicz
Lillian Lund Files

Stan Bleszinski

Laura Nielsen

Keith Kridier

Fred A. Huntress, Jr.
Gerald Edward Martin
Dr. Bill Keyes

Thomas J. O'Neil
Elizabeth Crispin

Dr. Robert F. Giddings
Haskell A. Duncan

T.L. Sanderson, M.D.
Mrs. William G. Lehrl
Mark Ross

Stephen J. Garr

Lorne Scott

Sarkis Acopian
Clarence “Bud” Boone
Kevin Joseph McCarthy
Miss Georgia Hariton
Peter D. VanDuser
George K. Freeland, Jr.
Gertrude Dunn Davis
Eleanor G. Terzia

Leo F. Terzia, Jr.
William L. Carmines
Dr. Wayne H. Davis
Edwina Hahn

The Krusos Foundation, Inc.
Rhonda C. Watts

Ray S. Walker

Joan Lane
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