


Exchange

To help our readers form connections with state and regional bluebird/cavity nester organizations, the NABS
beard has requested that annully the addresses be published of those groups supplying material te this feature,
Names and addresses listed below are those groups which were included in 1997, If your bluebird/cavity nester
organization publishes a newsletter and it is not included, please make sure this editor or NABS is on the mailing
list. For a complete list of all bluebird groups and contacts, consult the Directery of Bluebird Conservation
FPrograms: North America and Bermuda, a cooperative project of Ellis Bird Farm, Ltd. and the Nerth American

Biluebird Society, published in 1997. Names followed by an astersk indicate NABS affiliates.
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ALBERTA
Calgary Arca Bluebird Trails *
c¢/o Daon Stiles
20 Lake Wapta Risc SE
Calgary, Alberta T2J ZM9

Ellis 8ird Farm, Ltd.
Box 5080
Lacombe, Alberta T4L TW7

CALIFORNIA
California Bluebird Recovery Program*
2021 Ptarmigan Drive #1
Walnut Creek, CA 945895

COLORADO
The Bluebird Project
c/o Sherry Chapman
Colorado Division of Wildlife
6060 Broadway
Cenver, CO 80216

GEORGIA
Bluebirds Over Georgia, Inc.
195 Hauteur Place
Lilburn, GA 30047

INCIANA
Indiana Bluebird Society”
7613 W 134th Place
Cedar Lake, IN 46303

IOWaA
Jahnsan County Songbird Project*
2511 Hwy 1 SW
lowa City, 1A 52240

MARYLAND
Calvert Bluebird Council
cfe John Zyla
49476 Portnoy’s Overlook Rd.
Ridge, MD 20680

MICHIGAN
Kalamazeoo Mature Center
Michigan Nestbox Network
7000 N. Westnedge Ave.
P.O. Box 127
Katamazoo, M| 42004

MINNESOTA
The Bluebird Recovery Program*
Audubon Chapter of Minnesata
P.0O. Bax 3801
Minneapolis, MN 55403

NEBRASKA
Bluebirds Across Ncbraska*
P.0O. Box 671597
Linceln, NE 68506

NEW YORK
New York State Bluebird Society *
15 Bridle Lane
Diyden, NY 13053

Broome County Nestbox Netwaork
1509 Buffalo 5t.
Endicott, NY 13760

Schoharic County Blughird Society*
c/o Kevin Berner

SUNY Cobleskill

Cobleskill, NY 12043

NORTH CAROLINA
North Carolina Bluebird Society
834 Shamrock Rd.
Ashebora, NC 27203

OHI0
Ohio Bluebird Saciety”’
20680 Twp. Rd., #120
Senecaville, OH 43780

OKLAHOMA
Oklahoma Nongame Wildlife Program
Ok!ahoma Dept. of Wildlife Canservation
1801 N. Lincoln Blvd.
Oklahoma City, OK 7310%

ONTARIO
Ontario Eastern Bluebird Society
2-165 Green Valley Drive
Kitchener, Ontario N2P 1K3

OREGON
Hubert Prescott Western Bluebird
Recavery Project”
clo Petricia Johnston
7717 S.W. BOth
Portland, OR 97219
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TEXAS WISCONSIN

North Amencan Chimney Swift Bluebird Restoration Asscciation
Nest Site Research Project of Wisconsin*®

Drftwood Wildlife Association Re. 1, Box 137, Akron Ave,

1206 West 3Bth, Suite 1105 Plainfield, Wl 94956

Austin, TX 78706

CALIFORNIA--BLUEBIRDS FLY! Fall 1997

Orange County bluebirders met on 2 August in Irvine Regional Park, a site where
James Cox has had success. This year his boxes had 65 nests and 237 fledglings, many
in the park. Orange County enjoyed great success in 1987 fledging 1,783 Western
Bluebirds; in addition, there were also 20 Ash-throated Fiycatcher and 17 Tree Swallow
nests. Swallows are increasing each year (the first couity nesting was just five years
agol.

Breeding Bird Survey (BBS) results for Western Bluebirds show a decline during the
1966-1994 period in California and Arizcna. Although there have been ¢yclical changes
in the population, the overall trend has been down in Califoernia during the survey period.

The article "House Wrens--Give ‘em Room!" highlights results obtained by S. Pribil of
the Department of Biology at the University of Ottawa, Ontaric, Canada. "An effective
trap for the House Wren” in the January-March 1997 (22(%) issue of North American
Bird Bander provides some insights into wren activities. While trapping and relocating
can only be done by licensed banders, research can often provide clues to activities that
may produce strategies non-banders can use to reduce interactions between wrens and
other cavity nesters. Destruction of eggs and nestlings of neightering birds by House
Wrens is well documented. Effectiveness of the author’s trap was influenced by location
of the trap within a wren’s territory and the time of the breeding season. Boxes within
3 to 16 ft. {1 to 5 m) of an existing wren nest may be avoided by House Wrens.
Probably wrens are inhibited from pecking eggs near their nest to prevent destructicn
of their own eggs; likewise, if the trapping box is placed more than 130 ft. {40 m) from
the nest or outside the territory, the wrens may not find it or may not be motivated to
visitit. The highest intensity of egg-pecking takes place early in the spring with all males
and females pecking. When the female acquires a cavity she no longer pecks eggs while
26-35% of males continue to do so. Since most bluebirders are unlikely to risk placing
bluebird boxes close to existing wren nests, this continues to mean placing bluebird
boxes well away from wren habitat and nests. In many cases, later broods of bluebirds
should be safer from House Wren attack than the early season brood.

--California Bluebird Recovery Program™*

COLORADO--September 1997 Mailing
Coordinator Sherry Chapman reiterates the desire to have the location of all the nest
boxes in Colorado in the Bluebird Project’s reccrds. Bluebirders in that state are asked
to complete the annual nesting form and a Trail Location Form,
--The Bluebird Project

GEQORGIA--THE GFORGIA BLUE LINE, Fall 1997

Lyn Davies volunteered to be the newsletter editor so once again members will receive
timely information.

Vice President Joe Frey raised 20 bluebirds on the trail at the governor's mansion.
Frey also proviges a recipe for raising mealworms to feed bluebirds.

Publicity Chairs Tip and Betty Goza provided additional information in a separate
mailing. The 18 October fall meeting was held at Jeanne and Jim Wagner's. A new
treasurer, Alicia West, was inducted. The annual Spring Festival will be held in April
1998 at the president’s home in Stone Mountain. Bluebirds Over Georgia is considering
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the idea of establishing county coordinators following the successes of Ohio and
Nebraska. Tip and Betty Goza demonstrated the group box assembly method they use
successfully at workshops throughout the state. Afterward, John Hartrampf of .Fulton
County and Jeff Davies of DeKalb County agreed to return home and start theur_ 0§Nn
workshop programs. Al Georgia bluebirders are encouraged to start local bunld{ng
programs which may be the beginning of a county coordinator program on a statewide

basis. .
—-Bluebirds Over Georgia, inc.

MAINE--DOWNEAST BLUEBIRD, Fall 1997

An article from the £rie (Pennsylvanial Tirmes-News 20 April 1997 was cited. It
mentioned that some of the state parks trails are switching to slot-opening boxes. The
editor asks that if readers try this box style, they provide some feedback onits success.

Despite decades of national publicity about bluebirds, some people "“just don't getit.”
A writer for Wornan’s Day magazine spent a lot of time on the telephone with Lisa Paige
last spring inquiring about bluebird recovery efforts in Maine. Lisa referred the individual
to June Ficker. Eventually the magazine published a brief profile of June’s experiences
angd her picture. Unfortunately, featured alongside the photograph of June is a
reproduction of a postage stamp featuring--a Blue Jay!

Bluebirgs, like humans, face an array of environmental perils, especially pesticides. Ron
Webber, of Oakland, detailed his experience in 1996. In previous years a bluebird pair
successfully fledged many young, but in 1896 the first brood of four hatched and ati
died at about one week. He realized it was the result of the pesticide he had sprayed on
his apple trees and garden. After discussion with an entomologist he realized there are
no safe pesticides so discontinued use. The kluebirds successfully raised a second brood
in 1996 and nested again in 1997,

--Bluebird Assocfation of Maine

MINNESOTA--5L UERIRD NEWS, August 1897

The Annual Bluebird Conference will be beld at the National Guard Training Grounds,
Camp Ripley, in Little Falls, 18 April 1998.

In an effort to establish the value of pairing boxes, monitors completing the annual
report form are asked to comment on their experiences in pairing boxes and its effect
on bluebird/Tree Swallow nesting.

Bluebird Trails, a Guide (o Success by Dorene Scriven and published by The Bluebird
Recovery Program (BBRP) appears heading for a third printing. The author is requesting
suggestions for updating this valuable volume. Mail to BBRP, Audubon Chapter of
Minneapolis, P.O. Box 3801, Minneapolis, MN 55403 or send an e-mall to
scriv001@maroon.tc.umn.edu.

Russell Christensen, of International Falls, tends hundreds of area bluebird boxes, but
has other cavity nesters, too. He has erected Wood Duck boxes near a gravel pit behing
his house and had three boxes occupied by Common Goldeneyes. Patti Roggenkamp,
a volunteer at Lake Marta State Park, had seven eggs hatch and fledge in one biuebird
box. The second clutch also contained seven eggs, but all but one disappeared--probably
taken by House Wrens. Steve Weston saw a female Mountain Bluebirg at the entrance
to Lake Byllesby Park near Cannon Falls on 1 June. A male Eastern Bluebird was
observed nearby.

"Bluebirds at My Window™ outlines some tips for people who are concerned about
biuebirds {and other birds) pecking at or attacking windows {most frequently in the
spring) and how to prevent birds being killed by flying into windows. Window pecking
is territorial behavior. Some possible solutions are the following: soap the windows; pull
down shades, blinds or curtains to diminish the reflection; or temporarily block the
window outside with screen. For shiny car hubcaps, prop something against them when
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the car is parked. For side mirrors, try tying an old sock over them while the car is
parked--remembering to remove them before driving off. The second problem is more
serious. Although many hawk silhouettes are sold, they do not work. A solution that
does is 1o stretch taut netting across the windows on the outside; it is hardly visible
from the inside. Less desirable is to put 1 inch wide strips of ribbon or tape about 4 in.
apart across the glass. Birdbaths, feeders, and even berry-bearing plantings should be
placed less than 3 feet or more than 35 ft. away from a building.

"A Major Increase in Bluebird Occupancy Per Site When Boxes Paired" summarizes
Ron Bittner’s and Bill Anaka’s data from Abernathy, Saskatchewan, Canada. From 1384
through 1987 Ron had 12 unpaired boxes. Bluebird occupancy was 8% in 1985 and
1987, none in 1984 and 1986. In 1988 he began pairing all boxes as well as increasing
box sites up to 36 pairs of boxes in 1996. The perce=stage of bluebird occupancy has
risen to 42% to 71% each year since he started pairing. Bill Anaka‘s data were similar
over the same 15 year period. Prior to pairing, the highest box occupancy of his 40
boxes was 10%. When he paired seven of his 41 boxes in 1988 occupancy rose to
22%. From 1989 to 1996, he increased the number of boxes and paired them all (108
total). Occupancy during that period ranged from 69% to 95%.

--The Bluebird Recovery Program*

NEBRASKA--Bluebirds Across Nebraska Newsletter, Summer 1997

Bluebirds Across Nebraska's (BAN] current membership is 396. Dwane Zimmerman
reported at the 4 May 1997 meeting on some publicity methods being used to promote
BAN. Small newspapers in the Norfolk area were personally visited for placement of
notices of the annual conference. News releases for that conference were mailed to all
daily newspapers in the eastern half of Nebraska and to most weekly papers in
southeastern and central Nebraska. Publicity releases regarding appointments of county
coordinators were mailed to all newspapers in each county represented by a coordinator.
Publicity in local newspapers may have generated the 30 walk-ins from the area at the
5 April 1997 conference in Norfolk. At the meeting Jackie Howe was named "Bluebirder
of the Year."

Connie and Chuck Finley had a bluebird booth at the Arbor Day Celebration in
Nebraska City. Interest was high, several inquiries for outdoor tours or classroom
presentations were received, and membership brochures given out. A suggestion by
Carolyn Hall is one that other bluebird groups may want to adept. Put a name, number,
or letter combination in one corner of a brochure given away making it different for each
event so there is easy feedback as to where memberships are coming from.

BAN has started a collection of different styles of nest boxes. The largest known
collection is at the Ellis Bird Farm in Alberta, Canada where 65 boxes are on display.
BAN has 26 and would be happy to receive more. Contact Steve Eno, 2500 West James
Dr., Raymond, NE 68428 if you have a style that they might wish to add to their
collection.

Steve and Cheryl Eno successfully use a biuebird perchioriole feeder made from
fiberglass rods used for electric fences. The design is a simple one and will be reprinted
in a coming issue of Siafia.

—Biluebirds Across Nebraska™
NEW YORK--Bfuebird News, Fall ‘97

"The Black-capped Chickadee--Cheerful Backyard Visitor" is the featured cavity nester
in this issue. Chickadees of several species are among birds that can be expected to use
tluebird nest boxes at woodland edges or in open wooded situations in many parts of
North America.

"Is Pairing Good or Bad for Bluebird Production?" visits this controversial topic by
reviewing articles from both the Wisconsin and Minnesota newsletters. Members are
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encouraged to report their experiences with paired versus single boxes. To test pairing
in New York, the new Route 11 Bluebird Education Trail will be divided. The boxes on
the trail will be paired in the northern half of each county and mounted singly in the
southern half of each county. Trail records should show which half has the better
bluebird or Tree Swallow ratio. If paired boxes have the better production, then another
box can be added to the single ones. Oval-holed boxes will be paired with round-holed
boxes; only ovals will be used at single box locations. The trail was begun in late spring
1997 and is progressing nicely. Oswego County is completed, thanks to monitor Paul
Wilson. It1s anticipated that nest box building and bluebird information programs will be
held in at least two schools on or near Route 11 in each county, with media publicity
along the way.

--New York State Bluebird Society*

—-Broome County Nestbox Network, Fall 1997
The 1997 survey form is enclosed. Results for 1996 from 35 members reporting
included 324 Eastern Bluebirds fledged, 787 Tree Swallows, 143 House Wrens, 12
Black-capped Chickadees, b Wood Ducks, and 4 Hooded Mergansers. The box total was
523.
—-Broome County Nestbox Network

NORTH CAROLINA--BLUEBIRD NOTES, June-August 1997

Each year Certificates of Recognition are awarded by the North Carolina Bluebird
Society (NCBC) Board of Directors to members whao show outstanding leadership and
contributions in helping the bluebirds. Three Certificates of Recognition this year were
presented to the following individuals: Ciyde Couricil, of Southern Pines, for building
more than 3,700 unique bird feeders dedicated to the memary of his wife. These feeders
are donated with each bluebird box sold by Dick Pockmire on behalf of NCBS. Wifliam
Crow, also of Scuthern Pines, who used donated wood to make nesting boxes. He and
Tam Potter, of Whispering Woods, sold the boxes and donated the $1,000 to Habitat
for Humanity of Moore County. Both men continue to build boxes and promate the well-
being of bluebirds. Hobie and Nora Burfeson, of Greensboro, were recognized for their
three year effort monitoring 113 bluebird boxes in Bryan Park in Greensboro. Each
recipient was given a personalized mug and a certificate of recognition.

The NCBS Board of Directors voted at their August meeting to make Ciyde Council,
of Southern Pines, and Jack Finch, of Bailey, honorary board members. Their presence
at board meetings will be welcomed, but not required. It is hoped that the organization
will continue to draw on their experience and expertise in many aspects of bluehirding.

--North Carolina Bluebird Society

----BLUEBIRDS, October/November 1997
The Rutherford County Bluebird Club celebrated its first anniversary in August 1997.
Nest box results for 1997 from the 10 members reporting were 86 boxes monitored,
62 used by bluebirds, 426 bluebird eggs laid, 376 eggs hatched, and 348 bluebirds
fledged. In addition, 25 Carolina Chickadees fledged, as well as 10 Tufted Titmice, and
8 Carolina Wrens.
--Ruthertford County Bfuebird Ciub

OHIO--Bluebird Monitor, Autumn 1997

President Doug LeVasseur uses his column to relate bluebird surprises that he has
witnessed aor heard about over the years. The one-quarter size bluebird egg that looked
like a blue pearl, a weasel popping out of a nest box, and Tim Daniel’s slide of a female
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bluebird at a nest box entrance with a small leopard frog in her bill were all surprises.
Every maonitor knows that the unexpected is a part of trail work.

In this tenth anniversary year {1997}, Joan D. Davis summarizes the highlights of the
first decade in "Ohio Bluebird Society: Its Purpose and History.” Jim Coffman, Dick
Tuttle, Gil Trail, and Doug LeVasseur have served as president in the first 10 years.
Under each man’s leadership new programs were implemented to make this group a
highly effective voice for bluebird and cavity-nester conservation.

Dean E. Sheldon, Jr.”s column details box construction describing the attributes of
various types of wood from cedar and redwood to plywood. The author prefers tulip
poplar (Lirfpdendron tufipiferal because it works easily, never needs a finish, weathers
to a lovely, soft gray, and lasts indefinitely. Wooden pallets or crates are excellent
sources of wood, of course, because they can usually be obtained without charge. Itis
necessary to be selective since they can be constructed of almost any wood.

The Tenth Annual Bluebird Sunday at Malabar Farm State Park was held on 8 June
1997. Numerous Ohio Bluebird Society (OBS) members were present with exhibits. The
highlight of the day was a special presentation to Chris McQuillen and Gil Trail of a laser-
engraved bluebird nesting box commemaorating their years of work in re-establishing the
Eastern Bluebird at this model conservation area in the state park system. The
commemorative nest box, built by Mel Bolt, will be permanently displayed on the main
floor of the new barn. This award ceremony was the first of several events planned by
the OBS Board of Trustees to observe the tenth anniversary of the organization.

Bob Orthwein in "Double Nesting by Bluebirds at Paired and Triple Box Sites” raises
a question about a potential problem for a few bluebkird pairs. The author is well-known
for his experiments with paired and triple box sites in order to better control House
Sparrow competition. He details several instances in which a bluebird pair completed
two nests in boxes five to seven yards apart and laid partial clutches in each. Typically,
only one clutch hatched. He notes that all double nestings were at sites where the paired
or triple boxes were identical in design and color. The double nestings at triple box sites
have always been in the two closest boxes. Some bluebirds seem unable to cope with
identical nesting boxes in close proximity. Although double nesting is not a common
occurrence, it does happen. Not only does it waste time and energy during a critical
period of the nesting season, but it reduces the number of young fledged.

To enable the birds to more easily differentiate the boxes, he painted some boxes a
light tan and left the adjacent box the original light green. So far, no double nesting has
occurred at these sites. From now on at triple box sites, he plans to paint the twao
outside boxes earth tone green and the center box tan. Where unpainted boxes are used,
the front of one box could be painted green.

In addition to color differences, entrance hole shape may be used to avoid double
nesting, especially in encouraging bluebirds to use one box and House Sparrows another
(for more effective trapping).

Darlene Sillick, Franklin County coordinator, recently received a $4,000.00 grant from
the Columbus Zoo Conservation Fund. Her project is entitled "Establishment of Housing
for the Studies and Research of Cavity Nesting Bird Species.” The project is a
partnership with the Columbus Zoo, Dublin School, Dublin Grounds and Facilities, Ohio
Division of Wildlife, Ohio Bluebird Society, Metro Parks of Columbus, and Wild Birds
Unlimited (Columbus and Westerville}. A main focus of the grant is educational although
nest boxes will be provided for a number of species and a variety of research carried out
by Ohio State University and Ohio Wesleyan University. Dariene currently oversees a
300 box trail in and around Dublin.

--Ohio Bluebird Sociaty *
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NABS: Taking Off

This 15 the first of an on-going column
seeking to  better inform NABS
membership of the activities, endeavaors,
and projects undertaken by the
organization. Written by the new Co-
Executive Directors, Lisa Kivirist and
John D. Ivanko, as well as other
members who’ve generously contributed
bime, hard work, and financial resources
to the continued development of NABS,
this column serves as a conduit for the
future course of NABS as it takes flight
into the next millennium.

We are continuing to build on NABS’
20 wvears of effective conservation
success and take pride in the fact that--
thanks to your endurning efforts-—-the
bluebirds are returning once again. Let's
keep them, ang other native cavity-
nesting species, flying high!

NABS’ New Co-Executive
Directors

Husband and wife team, John D,
Ivanko and Lisa Kivirist, have joined
NABS, following in the footsteps of
Founding Executive Director, Mary
Janetatos. Lisa and John possess diverse
academic and professional traiming. They
have worked at an advertising agency,
served as founding members of non-
profit organizations, managed several
entrepreneurial endeavors, and remain
active contributors to national magazines
as freelance journalists. Their
backgrounds include experience and
responsibilities addressing the
preservation and protection of the natural
world, especially as it relates to human
environments. John is an award-winning
photographer and both are published
authors. They are excited to be a part of
NABS and to work with the Board, the
NABS membership, and others
committed to bluebird conservation to
help guide the future of NABS and the
bluebirding movement.
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With the headquarters relocated to
Darlington, Wisconsin, the new c¢o-
executive directors’ immediate
responsibilities will be to organize the
new headquarters, computerize
operations, and strengthen the
organization from both a membership and
financial standpoint.

Who's Doing What?

The 17 Qctober 1997 Board Meeting
held in Ohio brought about a refined
organizational structure which provides
an cppertunity for both Board Members
and regular members to become more
active participants in NABS on one of its
many committees. Input or ideas for any
committee can be sent to headquarters
where your suggestions will  be
forwarded to the appropriate committee
for consideration.

NABS’ Standing Committees

DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

Chair: Steve Enc

Purpose: The purpose of the
Development Committee is (a) to provide
strategic direction for increasing and
maintaining NABS membership and (b} to
assist in obtaining financial support for
the Society through foundation/grant
solicitation and membership fundraising
campaigns.

EDUCATION COMMITTEE

Chair; Jim Walters

Purpose: The purpose of the Education
Committee is to provide strategic
direction, ideas, and input for promoting
the educational mission of NABS in order
to foster a greater understanding of
bluebirds and other <cavity-nesting
species and the role the public can play
in effective conservation efforts across
the continent.
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MERCHANDISE/CATALOG COMMITTEE
Chair: Beb Niebuhr

Purpaose: The purpose of the
Merchandise/Catalog Committee is to
develap the purpose, role, function, and
design for the catalog and assist with the
infusion of new product ideas that offer
ways to generate profits for the
continued preservation of the bluebirds
and other native cavity-nesting species.

NOMINATING COMMITTEE
Chair: Sadie Daorber

AWARDS COMMITTEE
Chair: Joan Harmet

RESEARCH COMMITTEE
Chair: Kevin Berner

AFFILIATION COMMITTEE {informal)
Chair: Carol McDaniel

We encourage you to contact us if
you're interested in any of the
committees and their goals. NABS is
YQOUR organization and we hope that you
might consider becoming a contributing
voice in the continuing biuebird/cavity-
nester movement spearheaded by NABS
as we head into our next 20 years of
conservation work.

Sign-up a Friend?

We encourage members to consider
giving a "gift membership” to a fellow
bluebirder who might enjoy being a part
of this conservation effort. NABS nesds
new members to help invigorate and
keep the bluebirding movement strong
across the continent. It's a gift that gives
year-round. While the Eastern Bluebirds
have made a great recovery, there is still
more to be dong; continued vigilance will
keep the Mountain and Western Biuebird
populations flourishing. Your friends in
Canada, Mexico, and across the United
States need to know their help is
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needed. Cantact NABS headquarters for
a gift membership form.

Help Us Set Up Headquarters Right

While we have a new headquarters,
moneys were not set aside to help make
it sparkle. With the recent U.5. tax law
changes, there rests a wonderful
opportunity for members to make a stock
or bond donation to NABS, offering
needed financial support to the Society
during its headquarters move and as it
reinvigorates educational and
communication programs fostering the
growth of bluebird populations across the
continent. With highly appreciated stocks
and bonds resulting from the present bull
stock and bond markets, a gift of stock
or other appreciated securities provides
you with the double benefit of making a
significant tax deductible contribution to
NABS while avoiding capital gains taxes
on  your appreciated assets. The
securities transferis accomplished eastly,
but it is important that your broker or
mutual fund administrator NOT sell the
stock or security first. Rather, the tax
benefits are realized through the transfer
of the security or stock to NABS. Please
contact headquarters if we can send, in
confidentiality, further information on
this opportunity before the tax law
changes once again. Consulting your
financial advisor is also recommended. |

--Lisa Kivirist and John D. vanko

CORRECTION

in the Autumn 1997 issue, p. 123, a
reference  to  The Bibliography of
Literature and Research on the Genus
Siafia was incorrect. The Bibliography
was updated in 1992 by Nancy WNiles
with a grant from the Minngsota Bluebird
Recovery Program (BBRP). It was then
published with an added index by BBRP
and is still available from both BBRP and
NABS. We regret the error.
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BLUEBIRD
EXPRESS

SIALIA welcomes the correspondence
of tts memberstup  Bluebwd Express
should become a forum lor all who are
interested n communicating their ideas
and actions concerming bluebird conser
vation We wil attempt to publish a wide
range of views in a responsible manner
Keep your letters coming!

Dear Editor:

I dont know if you are aware of the
story of my husband’s and my
involvement with the bluebirds which
was published in the Oct/Nov 1996 issue
of Birds and Blooms. | have now
personally answered 1,585 letters from
people from coast to coast and up into
Canada! Believe me, that was not an
easy task for one person, but | was
determined to Qo it. | wanted to do my
utmost to help the "Blues™ all over the
country before | leave this earth. | sure
feel good to know that there must be
many maore bluebirds this year because |
decided to go “way out on a limb."”

Now, for someg icing on the cake, so to
speak. On 25 August 1997, the maliman
handed me the mall. | glanced at it--and
then checked the return address on a
large manila envelape. | wasn’t sure that
| had read it correctly. When | got back
into the kitchen, | put my reading glasses
on--and went into shock! It was from
Taiwan! Don and | both wondered who
would know me from way over there. |
could hardly wait to get to the contents.

The woman writing the letter said she
was an author who had written 10
books. She and her husband and two
children had just spent four years in
Pennsylvania while he was completing
graduate work. While there, she came
across the magazine article and was
quite impressed. She IS now writing a
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book far children about the importance of

protecting  habitat and  preserving
species. She asked me to send her same
information about my work with

bluebirds. Of course, | dig.

She noted that it has only been during
the past two years that the Taiwanese
government passed its wildlife
conservation law. Prior to that during
migration, especially in October when
many birds go through Taiwan, peopls
put ug nets to catch birds for food. With
the new law, people can be fined or even
jailed for catching or selling migrants. It
will take time and lots of education to
show people that it is important to
preserve species.

Marcy Hoepfner
Route 7
Metamora, IL 61548

Marcy’'s efforts on behalf of
bluebirding are amazing. Certainly her
enthusiasm has personally touched
hundreds of people with the desire to
heip  her beloved "Biues.” It is an
interesting coincidence  that  her
correspondent should be living in Taiwan.
Long-time readers of this journal may
remempber that an article in the Autumn
1982 issue detailed a transfer of two
pairs of Eastern Bluebirds to Taiwan. The
birds were sent by the people of Prince
George's County, Maryland to the people
of Nantou County, Taiwan. They would
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reside in the Phoenix Valley Birds Park
which is a publicly owned aviary with a
professional staff. Transferring native
species to another country is an
extremely complicated process requiring
permits, licenses, and the cooperation of
officials on many levels. The transfer
was completed successfully. NABS
President Marifyn Guerra provided a copy
of the lefter that was received by the
Prince George’s government from Mr. Liu
Yue-Yas, Magistrate of Nantou County,
Taiwan Government.

"Thank you for your cable of March
24, 1982. We received the four bluebirds
day before vesterday. The colors of their
feathers are so beautiful. Besides, they
are healthy, fresh and lovely. They may
wefl stand for the harmony of the society
and the friendliness of the people of my
sister county.

On behalf of Taiwan Provincial
Government and the people of Nantou
County | express my hearty thanks (o
vou and your people. May we see each
other in the near future!”

Dear Editor:

On Wednesday, 30 July 1997, 1 was
monitoring some of my 500 nesting
boxes and found feathers left by Tree
Swallows in box 294 on Hamilton land in
Mulmur Township. In cleaning out the
box, a small bright ¢cbject caught my eye.
| picked it up and put it in the "ticket®
pocket of my work pants.

When | got home, | measured the
diameter with a micrometer. The ball
bearing was 0.1745 inches (4.432 mm).
Qver the past 27 years | have found
many bright objects in the nests of Tree
Swallows: ceillophane paper and
aluminum foil, for example, but nothing
so strange as a ball bearing, possibly
from a child’s bicycle.

Leo A. Smith
55 Memorial Drive
Brantford, Ontario
Canada N3R 552
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Dear Editor:

This past summer | organized the Boy
Scouts m my troop 429, Omaha,
Nebraska, and we built 25 Peterson
biuebird boxes.

The boxes were placed around
Zorinksy Lake in the Millarg/Omaha area.
Five different trails were established
{map enclosed). The scouts from my
troop have agreed te monitor the boxes
as part of a service project. We hope we
are successful in helping the bluebirds
return to Omaha, Nebraska.

Brent Sheldrake
4626 S. 163rd St.
Omaha, NE 68135

[ =]
NABS SLIDE PROGRAM

The NABS bluebird slide program is
available for rental at $10.00 or for
purchase at $75.00 pius $7.50 shipping
ang handling. The program consists of
110 collated, plastic-framed 3% mm
slides and a printed script (no slide tray).
If a cassette narration is desired, add
$10.00plus $1.50 shipping and handling
to the purchase price.

To rent or purchase the bluebird slide
show, write to the following address:
NABS Slides, P.O. Box 74, Darlington,
WI 53530, Please allow one to two
weeks for delivery and, if possible,
specify several dates for rental.

IN MEMORIAM

Each year Sialia carries a list of memarials and
special gifts received by the North American
Bluebird Saciety. Contributions can be
undesignated or they can be specified for
research or education. The Society welcomes
gifts or bequests and thanks members and
friends for their continuing care and deep
commitment to the cause of bluebird and
cavity nester conservation.
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Bluebird Tales

Lisa Kivirist and John D. lvanko

With the 5 October 1887
establishment of a "model bluebird trail”
consisting of eight boxes of wvarious
types located in the Pecatonica River
Trails Park in Darlington, Wisconsin,
efforts are underway to attract the
iridescent dluebirds to the nearby park
outside  NABS’ new headquarters
building. The trail was created through
the collaborative efforts of the Lafayette
County Bluebird Society, the Bluebirg
Restoration Association of Wisconsin
{(BRAW}, the North American Bluebird
Society, and the City of Darlington. The
biuebird trail features a vanety of nesting
boxes donated by local bluebirgers,
including Harvey Hartwig’s PVC box,
Robert Clayton’s maodified Olson box,
George Headley’'s experimental Headley
box, and Joe O’Halloran’'s Peterson ang
Gibertson boxes. The headguarters s
adjacent to the 47 mile long Cheese
Country Multiple-Use Recreation Trailland
historic  downtown  of  Darlington,

Wisconsin, a recent member of the Main
Street Program. This small bluebirg trail

joins the list of thousands across the
continent as we all work together to
preserve and protect the bluebirds.

Less than a week later in the nearby
community of New Glarus, Wisconsin,
new NABS members Harvey ang Shirley
Hartwig staffed an information booth at
the two day, 300 wisitor Octoberfest
event, sharing bluebrd fledging success
stones and stirring community interest in
NABS, BRAW, and bluebirding.

The first postcard renewal reminders
mailed from Darlington were made
possible through the king efforts of Bob
and Della Clayton, Lucille Taylor, Harvey
Hartwig, Marjorie Bucher, and Glenn
wWinslow. |

Photograph by Lisa Kivirist

These bluebirders installed a nest box trail in the Pecatonica River Trails Park outside the
new NABS headquarters in Darlington, Wisconsin. Those in the front row are Shirley
Hartwig, Marjorie Bucher, and Richard Baldwin; back row: Bob Clayton, Steve Hubner,
John Ivanko, Harvey Hartwig, Carol McDaniel, John McDaniel, Joan O'Halloran, and
Glenn Winslow.
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Call for Donation of Slides or Prints of Bluebirds and Bluebirding
Activities

Are you a great photographer or have you captured just a few one-of-a-kind images?
Consider making a donation of some of your photographs to help NABS continue  its
endeavars. We need your high-qualty, sharply focused, color photographs {slides or very
crisp prints) of bluebirds {all three species] and bluebird-related activities {building and
monitoring nest boxes, working with youth groups, walking bluebird trails) as well as
other related photos (i.e., the bluebird nemesis, the sparrows or raccoons, causing
problems). CONTACT US FIRST so that we might forward detailed information on how
you can contribute yvour photography to NABS in this way. Photo credit will be made for
your images (where possible) and,whenever possible, a copy of materials in which your
images are used will be sent to you. The donated (no licensing fees) images will be used
by the Narth American Bluebird Society in promotional, marketing or fundraising efforts
of the organization,

--John vanko and Lisa Kivirist

North American Bluebird Soclety, inc
Statement of Cash Receipts and Drsbursements
MNovember 1, 1996 o October 31, 1937

Cash Balance - November 1, 15996 $10,510.48
Cash Receipts.
Sales of $IALIA journal $20.413 95
Sales of merchandise 31,036 33
Membership dues 20,248.99
Contributions 1651053
Miscaitaneous 1.983.13
Transfer from "Liquid Assets” 33.327.87 123,820.60
134,331.06
Cash Disbursements.
SIAUA Journal 27,789 72
Merchandise and related costs 2222613
Membearship fulfillment 16,740.39
Educational material and retated costs 1,845,850
Research 8,394 74
Rent 12,000.00
Salaries 13,443 65
Payroll and other taxes 5,850.68
Oisbursements relatsd solely to retocation 4,747 .46 113.038.25
Gash Balance - October 31, 1997 S2120 81
Liguid Assets and Inventory
Checlong account $21,292.81
Investments with Dean Witter Reynolds 5741919
Common stock (at market value) 1,660.00
Invantory of merchandise _17.43523

Respectfully submitted,

Glenn E Funkhouser, Treasurer
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Annual Meeting Registration

Registration materials for the twenty-
first annual meeting of NABS were
inctuded as loose inserts in this issue. If
they were not in your issue or if you
would ke additional applications, please
cantact NABS, P.0O. Box 74, Darlington,
WI 53530.

NABS Affiliates

Listed on the inside front cover are
those organizations which have chosen
to affihate with the North American
Bluebird Society. The list reflects those
that had formally affiliated as of 15
November 1997. Additions will be made
as they are received. For information
about how your group can become an
affiliate, contact NABS headquarters.

T e e e e S R R T
BLUEBIRD BOOSTERS

Appearing on the inside back cover is
a list of those individuals and groups who
have made a financial commitment to
bluebirds and cavity nesters over and
above their annual dues. Such support is
essential in maintaining a stable dues
structure and provides funding for special
projects. We thank the individuals,
organizations, and corporations for their
generosity. We are especially grateful for
the long-term support symbolized by
those who have become Life Members.

You, too, can become a Bluebird

Booster. For a donation of $25.00 per
single issue or $75.00 per four issues,
you can be desSignated as an Eastern,
Western, or Mountain Bluebird Booster
{choose onel; for §15.00 per issue or
$50.00 per four issues, be a Fledgling
Booster; $710.00 perissue or $§25.00 per
four issues makes you a WNestling
Booster.

All contributions are tax deductible to
the extent allowed by law. Mail your
check to NABS Boosters, P.O. Box 74,
Dartington, Wi 53530.

(BOOSTERS--Continued from inside back caver)

Mrs. Charles G Rice
Grant C. Riggle

Reoger E Roberts

Mrs. Joan G. Rollins
D William K. Roth, Jr.
Chester & Ruth Schmidt
Gretchen N. Schwartz
R.T. Scott

Mrs. E B. Sheaff
Barbara K. Silver

Nelly Sirtori

John W. Skooglund
Pat Soehnlen

Dr. & Mrs. Wayne Spiggle
Helen W. Swain
Thomas A. Temple, Jr.
Nancy C. Trevor, Jr.
Elizabeth Warnke

Judy Watsan
Welcome Wagon Club
Roy L. Wellman
Jeannie Wright

Art Zimmer

Nestling

R.O. Asdourian
Richard Bach
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W.J. Barton Farnily
Robert A. Benson
Birdsong Nature Center
Mr. & Mrs. James Breese
Dr. & Mrs. Juan A. Brown
J. William Bruner

Bruce Carlson

Mr. & Mrs. Frank Charlton
Amy A, Cox

Mr. & Mrs. William Davis
Dr. Dennis Oukes

Harry Espenscherd
Caonnie & Chuck Finley
Susan A. Fisher Family
Douglas Flood

Mrs. A.G. Furman, lll
Delores Gilbreath

William 5. Hallenbeck

Mr. & Mrs. Vic Harder
Joan Ten Hoor

Ms. Sandra Howland
Fred Huykman

Ken & Caren Jankowski
Amy Jelferson

Kylie & J. King

Ms. Theresa Langevin
Brenda Majestic

Carol Marsillo

Katharine & Timothy Martin
Mrs. Bennie L. McCormick
Don McNelly

Robert E. Mumford, Jr.
Ronald P. Olsen

Cyndy & Ervine Oney
Margaret E. Owens

Mr. & Mrs. Bill Palmer
Reger Peloquin

Mr. & Mrs. John Porter
Karen Poull

Paul L. Querry

Mr. & Mrs. John Rutherford
The Sanders

Henry Schafermeyer Family
Bill & Sandy Seibert
Minneliese Shriver

Robert & Joan Siegele
Danald Simonson

Alan & Alice Sior

Mr. & Mrs. 8.J. Stables
Stephen Tisrell

Dan & Anne Toohey

June VanCleave

Sue Wells

Mr. & Mrs. Oliver Gordon Young
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LIFE MEMEERS
Charfotte Jarnigan
Clark W. Hart

Katrina Renouf

Mrs. Irene S. Franz
John H. Rogers
Barbara L. Matlock
Lawrence Zeleny

Dr. Eugene Majerowicz
Lillian Lund Files

Stan Bleszinski

Laura Nielsen

Keith Kridler

Fred A. Huntress, Jr.
Gerald Edward Martin
Dr. Bill Keyes

Thomas J. O'Neil
Elizabeth Crispin

Dr. Robert F. Giddings
Haskell A. Duncan
T.L. Sanderson, M.D.
Mrs. William G. Lehr
Mark Ross

Stephen J. Garr

Lome Scott

Sarkis Acopian
Clarence "Bud” Boone
Kevin Joseph McCarthy
Miss Georgia Hariton
Peter D. VanDuser
George K. Freeland, Jr.
Gertrude Dunn Davis
Eleanor G. Terzia

Leo F. Terzia, Jr.

Western Bluebird
Elizabeth Crispin
Marjorie S. Samples

Mountain Bluebird
Donna R. Hagerman

Eastern Bluebird

Mrs. Helen Margaret Agee
Leenard Angermeimer
Linda G. Baldauski

Nancy Baron

Bella Vista Bluebird Society
Joseph W. Bencloski

Philip J. Berg

Gary Black, Jr.

Bluebird Festival Association, TX

Karen & Mike Bosc
Bowater

A. Bruno

Lylia Bryant

Mr. & Mrs. Bill Bugert
William L. Carmines
Sue Cascio

G.R. Cook

BLUEBIRD BOOSTERS

Mary L. Contakos

Hueng Do

Tim O. Denohue

Tryan & Kathy Early

Mr. & Mrs. E.C. Eisenhart
Harriet Findlay, Il

Forest Garden Club

Dr. & Mrs. Robert Fry
Raobert Fulcher

Patrick Givens

Tammye S. Givens
George N. Grant

Dr. Roberta Gray

Ted W. Hahn Family
George & Carol Harmon
Gerald L. Hartley

Mr. & Mrs. Steve Holliday
Houston Forest Products
Pamela S. Hugill

Pamela Isdell

Mrs. K.W. Jacobs, Jr.
Larry & Betty Jernigan
Pauline R. Kasserman
Laura J. Kirk

The Krusos Foundation, Inc.
Joan Lane

Aletha J. Lindstrom
William Logan

Mrs. F. Leslie Lang

Mrs. George Luce

Mrs. James H. Marshall
McDuff Designs, Inc.
Audrey MeGinnis

Richard McGovern
Douglas R. & Bonnie R. Merritt
National Federation of Garden Clubs
George P, O'Neil

Lillian D. Pennington

Art Reinhardt

Brenda Rewalt

Rosemary Z. Rittler
Chandler S. Robhins
Marvin & Mary Rubin

Mr. & Mrs. John Schier
Dean E. Sheldon, Jr.
Jocelyn Sladen

Susan L. Sloan

Chris Statton

Dr. Ken Stoffel

Mr. & Mrs. W.L. Sullivan, Il
Stephen S. Thompson, Jr.
R. Tenkin

Mary Trewartha

Russ Valentine

Ms. Marcia VanHorn
Shirley VanProvien

Nancy E. Warner, M.D.
Richard Williams

Michael Owen Willson
Wills Point Wildermess Society
Mark E. Winslow

Fledgling

Sandy Albert

Eugene A. Armstrong
Augusta Bird Club
Janet R. Baksh

Carol Hee Bamett
Constance Benson

Dr. & Mrs. Thomas Baschen
Dr. Robert J, Bradley
Coburn Britton

William J. Broussard, M.D.
A. Bruno

Todd & Deb Burrus

Edith Camp

Ann Chiller

Amy A. Cox

Mr. & Mrs. James Davis
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Davis
Dr. Wayne H. Davis
Joanne Dixon

Susan Doyle

William Duryea

Theresa Filipiak

Dee & Odell Friar

Bill Garner

Betty Hamon Family

Don Harwood

Beatrice M. Hayward
Dana L. Heisey

Ms. Sandra Howland
Barbara A. Inzana

Mrs. R.N. Jespersen

Lee Joliy

Cathryn H. Kurtagh
Michele A. Kutner
Deorothy Lamoureux
Robert & Mary Lavell
Susy & Jack Ledgerwood
Louise Lehrman

Mrs. Marty V. Leonard

Doug & Ethel Marie LeVasseur

Carl & Anne Little
Becky Lomax

Dwight E. Lowell

J. Kent McNew
Barbara Mandot
Thomas H. Meyer

Mrs. Marilyn Michalski
Brian Miller

Barbara Moore

Leland M. Moss
Marjorie Mountjoy
Margaret Nemec

Ohio Bluebird Society
Victor Pastor

Mr. & Mrs. Warren Pratt
Trish Quintenz

Mark & Jean Raabe
Catherine Reno
[Continued on page 40)



Founded in 1978, THE NORTH AMERICAN
BLUEBIRD SOCIETY is an incorporated non-profit
organization determined to increase the
populations of the three species of bluebirds on
this continent. Inasmuch as the populations of
these birds have diminished due to the maladroit
actions of human beings, as well as natural
disasters, the primary objective of the Society is
to educate all who will listen about the impor-
tance of preserving these singular creatures in
their native environment.

Toward this end, the Society will work, within the
bounds of effective conservation, to study those
obstacles impeding bluebird recovery; to publish
results of those studies; to promote ideas and
actions which might reduce the effect of those
obstacles; and to obtain a more complete know!-
edge about bluebird ecology, in the hope of
learning more about the ecology of humankind.

Membership: Student (under 21) $10.00; Senior (over
60) $10.00; Regular $15; Family $25; Sustaining $30;
Supporting $50; Contributing $100; Corporate $100;
Donor $250; Life $500. Three year rates: Student and
Senior $28.50; Regular $42.00. Add $2.00 per year for
Canada and Meaxico and $3.00 per year for other coun-
tries (surface mall). U.S. funds only, please. In Canada,
please use Canadian postal money order in U.S.
funds. Do not use checks. Amounts over $6.00 are tax
deductible.

Address:

North American Bluebird Society
P.O. Box 74

Darlington, WI 53530






