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Dear Editor:

I'd like to comment on a statement in
your NABS order form: "The bluebird is
often mentioned in songs, but a song has
never been written exclusively about the
bluebird.”

Many years ago, tooling around
Greenwich, CT, | rummaged around the
yard of a deserted house and found sheet
music  enfiled "The  Bluebird  of
Happiness.” | took it home and picked it
out on my pianc. By loday’s standards
this song is "sappy,”" but { thought it then,
and think it still to be sweel, innocent,
and charming. | can’t remember some of
the words, bul here’'s what | recall:

Somewhere the bluebird is singing,
And somewhere the skies are blue.

(unfortunate hiatus)

So lift up your head to the skies
And be happy

For this is true:

Somewhere the bluebird is singing
And winging his way to you.

'm not sure that this is a song
exclusively written about the bluebird, but
| hope it is.

Helen Real
24306 County Road T
Dolores, CO 81323

Dear W.H. Davis/B.A. Blankenship

| have a point that you did not consider
in your study (Nesting persistence of
House Sparrows 17(3):97], which | found
very interesting. [t has been my observa-
tion that not all male House Sparrows are
persistent in their attachment 10 a house,
as you have seen; howsver, those which
are persistently attached t¢ a house, don't
necessarily make nests--thus a study
evaluating only nesting material and eggs
is not an accurate determinate of be-
havior.

Indeed some of the most vexing "prob-
lem' male House Sparrows are those
which have lost a mate or two (caused by
destruction of the nest or nest and eggs)
but who stay with the house, unable to
attract ancther mate, but which still defend
the house and stay with it incessantly
chirping in their attempt to attract a
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female. | have observed that many of
these unmated but territorial male House
Sparrows aclually abandon nest building
behavior, but nevertheless stick with a
house through much of the breeding
season, or at least long enough to make
the house unavaitable 10 native species.

Thus, it is common 10 have persistence
in ferms of making a house unavailable
while not having any measurable nesting
activity to observe.

Ancther faclor to consider, which is
more imponant in the nornhern states
where the nesting season is shoner, is the
time involved in repeat nesting atlempts,
A male House Sparrow which stays with
a house through three repeated attempts
{appreximately one-guarer of the repeats
in your study) makes that house unavail-
able for a considerable pericd of time,
depending of course on the time it takes
him to attract another mate, build a nest,
and lay a clutch of eggs. Three repeats
could account for five weeks duration,
causing the house to be unavailable
during an imponant segment of the breed-
ing season.

Don Grussing
15404 Lake St., Ext.
Minnetonka, MN 55345

Dear Editor:

 was wiln a tinge of sadness that |
read of the passing of Dr. Zeleny. [Il was]
because of tus book, The Bluebird: How
You Can Melp Its Fight for Survivai, which
| read soon afler it came out, that | starled
my own effons in bringing back the blue-
bird.

Although | never met Dr. Zeleny, it
seems as though | knew him quite well
through the bluebirds that | know and
care for. | have in my possession a letter
dated Novernber 21, 1989 that he wrote to
me and which | treasure.

We can all truly say that Dr. Zeleny left
the world a letter place to live in than it
was at one time because of his conserva-
tion efforts concerning the bluebird.

Merlin J. Lehman
59980 CR35, A1
Middiebury, IN 46540
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she didnt, but late in the season she got
into  chiggers  which  were  worsel”
Thomas & Pamela Rhoads, of
Downington, PA related that they "live in
an area where there are plenty of
bluebirds. We have bluebirds in a tree in
our backyard, and are interested in
learning as much as possible so we can
be good neighbors.”

The recent death of Marie T.
Schwennesen of Germantown, MD
triggered an outpouring of sympathy in
the form of donations to NABS. Mrs,
Schwennesen was a charter member of
NABS and I'm sure her bluebirding effons
resulted in a legacy of bluebirds in
Montgomery County, MD, home county of
lne NABS headquarers,

NABS member Linda Sumpter of
Gaithersburg, MD visited her mother
outside of Roancke, VA where in
December of 1995 she observed bluebirds
gating sunflower pieces at a standard bird
feeder! Those bluebirds were far less
“‘choosy” than the ones NABS Presicent
Charlotte Jernigan of Wagoner, OK was
feeding this past winter. Charlotte
described her bluebird feeding setup.
First, during the nesting season she sels
out the Jack Finch type of bluebird
teeder. a small wire basket placed on top
of his nest box filled with mealworms and
dogwood berries. Charlotle sees as many
as five bluebirds come as she rings her
little brass bell!

Andrea Staley of Clarksvills, MD found
a dead banded male bluebird in one of
the boxes in her yard. She reported it to
NABS, and to the National Bioclogical
Survey Bird Banding Laboratory (which
turned out 10 be a furloughed tfederal
agency'}. Then | suggested we contact a
prodigious bluebirder, Mark Wallace of
Laure!, MD (Mark is a recipient of a NABS
award plaque). Sure enough, Mark was
able to pinpaint the place of banding by
checking his records and those of his
colleague, Hank Stanton, Ellicott City,
MD. Mark said he has a fairly high rale of
recovering bandec bluebirds,

Patricia Johnston of Porlland, OR, in
December 1995 sent the sad news that
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we had lost another veteran bluebirder in
November: Earl Gitlis of Newberg, OR
(see obituary elsswhere in Sialia), an avid
practitioner of bluebird conservation for
the Western Bluebird and a former NABS
board member.

FLASH!

For any and all of you "enline” enthusi-
asts, especially Paul Chance of Laurel,
DE who urged us in this direction, NABS
is "on the Internet’l The address of our
page is http:ffwsd.com/nabluebird.

This came about through the good
offices of Edle Bierly wife of nature artist
Edward Bierly, of Gunston Hall, VA
(See the latest NABS picture catalog for
Ed's pictures which we are now offering.)
Edie put us in touch with Dawn Shepherd
whose computer company completed the
cetails of designing a "page" for NABS.
Stay tuned to see how much use it gets!
it turns out that Dawn's father, Mark
Shepherd, is a long-time biuebirder in the
Richmond, VA area. Dawn gave him a
Christmas gift of membership in NABS!

As dark as January can be, the days
are getting longer, and we can delight in
thoughts of Aprif/ Sally Tuyls Ledford of
Ridgeland, SC wrote last summer:  “My
oldest sister has cancer and many days
she thinks she just can't go on. Then
there will be a bluehird at her kitchen
window just watching over her to make
sure she does go on. | do believe Daddy
[who died six years ago) is always watch-
ing over us and will always be with us.
We are all very speciai, we knew that we
are deeply loved and have a guardian
angel" And so | hope it is with you, dear
reader, may your guardian angel send
bluebirds to you! B

Art Credits

Jon E. Boone: 42, 72
Suzanne Pennell; 65, 74
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Index to Sialia, Volume 17 (1995)

Adams, thrley, named NABS historian, 22
albinism in bluehirds, photes, 16-17
American Birders Exchange, 42
American Kestrels, interaction with blue-
birds, photo, 102-106
America Online, birding forum, 42
Annual Meeting Report, photos, 112-113
awards: conservation, 114-115; informa-
tion on, 142, 145; research, 62

Bakko, Eugene B., article on nesting
activity on box-paired trail, 3-6

Berner, Kevin L.: article on comparing
several nest box designs, 127-135; at
annual meeting, photo, 113; 1994 nest
box report, 83-95

bird houses. See nest boxes

Bird in Bush column, 59

Bittner, Ronald A., article on unusual nest
box designs, 137-139

Blackburn, Karen, Bird in Bush column, 59

Black-capped Chickadees, young raised
by bluebirds, 43-48

Black Vulures, nest in barn, phaotos, 70-
71

Blankenship, Beth, articles on: nesting
persistence of House Sparrows, 97;
streamers not deterring House Spar-
rows, 50

Bliss, Chuck, NCBS president, photo, 146

blowflies, fire ants' predation of, 96

Bluebird Blues Festival, Largo, MD, 22

bluebirder contacts, 32-34

Bluebird Exchange, 13-15, 17, 51-58, 107-
110, 147-152

Bluebird Express, 38-39, 74-75, 116-117,
156-157

bluekirds: food recipe for, 19; mealworm
box for feeding, 67, 1994 nest box
report, 89-95; seg also Eastern Blue-
birds; Mountain Bluebirds; Westemn
Bluegbirds

Bluehird Tales, 76-77, 118-119, 158-159

bluebird trails. See nest box trails

Bluebird Treuble Shoolers, 32-34

Boone, Jon E.: art by, 84, 85, 116, article
on Lawrence Zeleny, 85-88, 111

Bower, Allen, articie on flicker nest box, 7-
11

Broman, Jerry H., articie on bluebird's
broken neck, x-ray, 27-28

Brown, W. Brian, poem, 120
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Burkard, Carrol and Leon, and road
crew's destruction of bluebird house,
100-101

Callan, Jarmes, leads birding forum on
Prodigy, 126

cavity nesters, eggs and chach sizes of,
63-64

chickadess.
dees

Cliff Swallows, bluebirds reuse old nests,
123-125

Coleman, Hank: aricle on mealwaorm bax
for feeding, 67, at Tri-State Bluebird
Society opening, photo, 99

See Black-capped Chicka-

Dahlem Environmental Center, Jackson,
MI, award to, 114-115

Davis, Wayne H., aricles on: nest box
tests, 18-19, 135-136; nesting persis-
tence of House Sparrows, 97; Peterson
nest box design, 135-136; streamers
not deterring House Sparrows, 50

Ditman, Henry M., arlicle on cavity nesters
on his property, photo, 70-71

Dolesh, Richard J., article on Lawrence
Zeleny, 154-155

ducks, wood. See Wood Ducks

Dupree, Delos C., Financial Statement, 40

Eastern Bluebirds: albinism in, photos,
16-17, box preferences, 3-6, 18-19, 127-
135; female attacks starling, phote, 12,
garden hazards cause broken neck, x-
ray, 27-28; kestrel interaction with,
photo, 102-106; mockingbird interaction
with, 59; nesting activity on hox-paired
trail, 3-6; pair raises young chickadees,
43-48; pairs use CIiff Swallow nests,
123-125; see also bluebirds;, nest
boxes, nest hox trails

eggs and clutch sizes of cavity neslers,
63-64

Eltzroth, Elsie K., aricle on unusual
clutches and eggs of cavily nesters, 63-
64

European Starlings, pessible predation of
Peterson nest boxes, 98-99

featners, used by swallows in 'nesting, 35-
36

Files, Lillian Lund: New England Trouble
Shocter column, 31, at Tri-State
Bluebird Society opening, photo, 99
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nest box trails: Bryan Park, NG, golf
courses, 73; For Sill, OK, military instal-
lation, 143-145; pairing boxes on, 3-6

New England Trouble Shooter column, 31

North American Bluebird Society (NABS):
Shirley Adams named historian, 22;
Conservation awards, photos, 114-115,
142, Eighteenth Annual Meeting,
photos, 112-113; Financial Statement,
40; memorial gifts to, 48; research
awards, 62, 145; research committee,
62; slide program updated, 22

North Carolina Bluebird Society (NCBS):
Christmas card, 30; golf course trall
leads to founding, 73; Tenth
Anniversary, photos, 122, 146

Northern Flickers, nest box for, photos, 7-
11

Northern Mockingbirds, interference with
bluebird nesting, 59

online birding forums, 42, 126

Palahnivk, Daniel P., aricle on nesting
activity on box-paired trail, 3-6

Pearman, Myrna: article on swallows’ use
of feathers in nesting, 35-36; updates
NABS slide program, 22

Penneil, Suzanne, art by, 118

Perrone, Tony, photo of bluebird attacking
starling, 12

Peterson nest box, 18-19, 98-99, 127-135,
135-136

Phillips, Linda, at NCBS tenth anniversary,
phaoto, 146

poetry by: W. Brian Brown, 120; Taylor
Graham, 80; Dorothy Hall, 37, Lucille
Peeler Roberts, 160

Presidential Points, 2, 26, 42, 84, 122, 152

Proctor, Beresford, obituary of, 36

Prodigy Onling, birding forum, 126

PVC nest box, 127-135, 143-145

raccoons, box designs to foil predation
by, 18-19

Robers, Lucille Peeler, poem, 160

Rosgen, David, article on bluebirds raising
young chickadees, 43-48

Sawyer, Laurence, an by, 91
Scriven, Dorene H., article on Peterson
nest boxes and starlings, 98-99

Seneca nest box, 127-135

Sheldaon, Dean E., Jr., anicles on: bird-
bath waterproofing, 69, utility poles as
nest box sites, 102-106

Sialia: index to Volume 16 {1994), 78-79

Sims, Richard A., anicles on: fire ant
predation aon blowflies in nest box, 96;
Waood Duck boxes, 49

Smith, Brian S., 1994 nest box repon, 89-
95

sparrows, See House Sparows

Speakers Bureau Report, 29-30

starlings. See European Starlings

Stillman, Genrude and Glenn, article on
Fort Sill, OK, nest box trail, 143-145

Stinson, Barbara, at annual meeting,
photo, 113
swallows. See Cliff Swallows; Tree

Swallows; Violet-green Swallows

Tree Swallows: box preferences of, 127-
135, 135-136; nesting activity on box-
paired trail, 3-6; unusual clutches and
eggs, photo, 63-64; use of feathers in
nests, photos, 35-36

Tri-State Bluebird Society, 99

trouble shooters, 31, 32-34

Viclet-green Swallows, unusual clutches
and eggs, 63-64

Weeks, Harmon P., aricle on bluabirds
using Cliff Swallow nests, 123-125
Western Bluebirds: one eats lizard, 65;
unusual ciutches and eggs, 63-64
Williams, Raymond, award 10, photo, 146
Wood Ducks, nest box for, 49

wrens. See House Wrens

Yoder, Don, articles on. nest box hole
cutter, 126, golf course nestlings, 68-
69

Zeleny, Lawrence: obituary of, photo, 82-
83; profiles of, 85-88, 111, 154-155;
saluted by Governor of MD, 153

Zingo, James M., article on btuebirds
raising young chickadees, 43-48

Zuern, Frank A., anicle an Tree Branch
Bluehird House performance, 23-26

Zuern's Tree Branch nest box, 18-19, 23-
26, 127-135
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Life Members

Charlotte Jernigan
Clark W. Hant

Katrina Renouf

Mrs. Irene S, Frantz
John H. Rogers
Barbara L. Matlock
Lawrence Zeleny

Dr. Eugene Majerowicz
Lillian Lund Files

Stan Bleszinski

Laura Nielsen

Keith Kridler

Fred A. Huntress, Jr.
Gerald Edward Martin
Dr. Bill Keyes
Thomas J. O'Neil
Elizabeth Crispin

Dr. Robert F. Giddings
Haskell A. Duncan
T.L. Sanderson, M.D.
Mrs. William G. Lehrl
Mark Ross

Stephen J. Garr

Lorne Scott

Sarkis Acopian
Clarence "Bud" Boone
Kevin Joseph McCarthy
Miss Georgia Hariton
Peter D. VanDuser

Mountain Bluebird
Virginia K. Elder
Donna R. Hagerman
Pat A. Stevens

Western Bluebird
Elizabeth Crispin
Marjorie S. Samples
The Wilds

Eastern Bluebird
Robert E. Ahearn, M.D.
Mrs. Elizabeth Anderson
Lecnard Angermeimer
Jack Bartley

Dorothy Battle

Hans Beacham
Andrew P, Beasley
Trudy Beddow

Bird Study Group
Gary Black, Jr.
Waywick P. Bonsal, Jr.
Sarah S. Braunwell
Ray C. Brinser

Robert J. Brown

Lylia Bryant

Martha Chestem
Robert Crumpton

Jean K. Dilworth
Steve & Cheryl Eno
Theodore L. Felsentreger
Harriett Findlay
Gazelle, Ltd.

BLUEBIRD BOOSTERS

Pat Givens

Tommye S. Givens

W.M. Goodwin

George N. Grant

Ted W, Hahn Family
Joan M. Harmet

Mr. & Mrs. George Harmon
John R. Hays

Mrs. Robert Holland
Kenneth W. Jacobs, Jr.
Larry & Betty Jernigan
Pauline R. Kasserman

Dr. & Mrs Gerald Kauffman
Reon E. Kingston

Joan Lane

Mrs. Marty V. Leonard
Aletha J. Lindstrom

J. Lint

Mrs. F. Leslie Long

Ms. Felicia Lovelett

Mrs. George Luce

Steve Mahler

Barbara Mandot

Mrs. James H. Marshall
Bruce McNaughton

J. Kent McNew

Kevin Montgomery
Robert W. Montgomery
Raoyal M. Montgomery, M.D.
Steve Noyes

Ruby N. Priddy
Rosemary Z. Rittler
Chandler S. Robbins
Marvin & Mary Rubin
Ruritan Club

Cynthia Schonberg

Betty Shaull

James W. Shields

Susan L. Sloan

Tom & Norma Smith

Pat Soehnlen

Dr. & Mrs. Wayne Spiggle
Anne Sturm

Mr. & Mrs. W.L. Sullivan, Il
Nelson W. Taylor

Dawn Todd

James P. Walters

Sue Wells

Susan F.C. Weil

Michael Owen Willson

Fledgiing

Lea & Harry Allen
Victoria Allen

David Alpert, M.D.

Terry Andrews

Mrs. Constance Benson
Howard C. Black

Robert P, Bodine

Coburn Britton

Mr. & Mrs. Trevor Bronson, Jr.
William J. Broussard, M.D.
Todd & Deb Burrus

Edith F. Camp

Bruce Carlson

Chesterfield Christian Church

Dr. & Mrs. Michael Chietero

Mary L. Contakos

G.R. Cook

Amy A, Cox

Mrs. R.R. Cravens

Kristine Crutch

Mr. & Mrs. Malcolm Dorber

Susan Doyle

Forest Garden Club

Dee & Odell Friar

Ms. Vivian Glenn

Gail Hall

Gerald L. Hartley

Mr. & Mrs. Dennis L. Hayford

Betty Harmon Family

Mr. & Mrs. George Harmon

Dana L. Heisey

Charles & Jan Huthmacher

Mrs. R.L. lreland, Il

Barbara R. Irwin

Randy & Laura Jertberg

Mrs. R.N. Jespersen

Cathryn Kurtagh

George & Michele Laiacona

Robert J. Lavell

Louise Lehrman

Neal Lowen

Kay MacNeil

Barbara Mandot

Mrs. Marilyn Michalski

Ms. Gene Miller

Jack L. Moltembrey

Barbara Moore

Kenneth M. Nagler

Mr. & Mrs. George Nalisnik

David B. Oliver, IlI

P.P. Olson

George P. O'Neil

Victor Pastor

Roger Peloquin

Mr. & Mrs. Warren Pratt

Mark & Jean Raabe

Catherine Reno

Grant C. Riggle

Roger E. Roberts

Todd Ryker

Chester C. Schmidt

Robert A. Schoentag, M.D.

Gretchen N. Schwartz

Mrs. E.B. Sheaif

Dean Sheldon, Jr.

John W. Skooglund

Dr. & Mrs. Lester Stephens

Thomas A. Temple, Jr.

James & Kathleen Turner

Mrs. lrene M. Unruh

Mrs. Madeline M. Walters Family

Nancy L. Weiss, M.D.

Dr. & Mrs. Robert Williams

Stephen M. Wimmingham

Woodbury Woman's Club

S.K Young

Carl & Phyllis Zenger
(Continued on page 80)
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