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Tweetie, the Bluebird

Ruth Gilchrist

In the spring of 1989, the male biuebird
which was nesting in my neighbor's
{George and Mary Ann Strawhecker) box
flew 1o iheir bedroom window early each
morning and pecked on the window.

The following spring, in order to
discourage this early morning alarm clock,
George put a mirror against some ogs in
his woodpile. It didn't take long for the
male bluebird to discover it. He spent a
lot of time 1ooking in the mirror. He would
fly al his image and peck at il, or he'd
perch on top of the mirror and lean down
to look at himself.

That autumn, instead of migrating wih
the rest of the bluebirds, he and his mate
stayed.

In order to help the pair during the coid
weather, { gave Mary Ann some Miracle
Meal to put on the bedroom window
ledge where the male frequently perched.
Soon he was eating this supplement.
Because he sometimes perched on the
kitchen window ledge, Mary Ann also put
Miacle Meal for him al thal site

oo 9 /

Tweetie at Miracle Meal feeder in Strawhecker's yard, New Castle, Pennsylvania.
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Eventually George constructed a little tray
to fit on top of the hummingbird feeder
support which extended out from that
window ledge. The biuebird liked this
arrangement and took ot readily.

A good supply of pea-sized peliets of
Miracle Meal had to be put in the lray
early every morning to prevent pecking on
the bedrocm window. The male ate as
many as 25 pellets each day and carmed
two or three at a time to his mate,

By this time he had acquired the name
Tweelie,

Come spring, Tweetie kept Mary Ann
busy making Miracle Meal while hus mate
was incubating their first brocd He again
pecked on the bedroom window after
which he sat on the window ledge singing
softly while preening.

After the first brood fledged, he brought
one of them to the feeder After the
second brood hatched, as many as 130
pellets a day were carried to the nest.

{Continued on page 30)
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Photogragh by Ruth Gilchrist,
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"The Bluebird"

Adist Charles 8. McQuillen was the 1993-94 Visiting Artist al Weir Farm in Wilton,
Ccnnecticut His first installation in that position was "The Bluebird," also installed at The
Ccnnemara Conservancy in Plano, Texas. His works at that ume were ste-specific
environmental installations, integrating materials at hand with natural processes 1o explore
cycles, patterns, and interactions wilhin the environment. As an elementary school social
studies textbook salesman, he recycled 20 out-of-date sacial science textbooks at each
site. They were glued together with non-toxic seaiants to create six blocks which were then
hollowed out to duplicate the inner dimensicns of a blugbwd box. Each of the houses was
mounted and accompanied by a podium on which was laminated a poem celebrating the
bluebird as the harbinger of spring. The rocfed houses were instalied at the Connecticut
site, roofiess at the Texas site. Cne example of each is shown below

Photographs by Charles S McQuillen
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success afttracting bluebirds with his PVC
box. Because the box was not readly
accepted by House Sparrows which are
major bluebird competiiors, | ordered five

bluebirds were born.,

What does the future hold? We have
approached several neighbors who have
agreed enthusiastically to the placement of

bluebird boxes on their property. As an
avid golfer, | will be talking with severa!

A pair of bluebirds arrived in mid-  area goff course  superintendents
March, Tney constructed nests in my regarding development of bluebird trails.
wooden boxes; however, competition was — And, as for the Gilbertson PVC box, thank
keen from swallows and House Sparrows. you, Steve; we are going to promote your
The bivebirds disappeared;, our heans hox whenever possibie. ]
sank. Then, in early May, a pair was seen
checking the PVC box. Without delay, a
nest was built and on 22 May five baby

boxes immediately

183 Wheeler St
Rehoboth, MA 02769

HOUSE SPARROW SOLUTION

(An Imaginative Look)
william R. Davis

Imagination is a wonderful thing; anyone who knows me well knows that | have an
active imagination For example, the other day | visited a farm where | have a bluebird trail.
The farmer and his family were engaged in killing and dressing organically grown, range-
fed chickens. | eventually ended up with some undressed chickens which were delicious.

While watching the farm family work, | spotted some grackles, and an old nursery rhyme
ran through my mind:

Four and twenty blackbirds baked in a pie,
When the pie was opened the birds began to sing.
Now, wasn't that a tasty dish to set before the king?

Well, now, my bluebird friends! Enough of this weeping and wailing and gnashing of
teeth about the pesky House Sparrow. | have the solution. All we have to do s to change
the image of the Housé Sparrow as a pest to one of being a gourmet itern fit 1o feed a
king!

Yes, | am convinced that making the House Sparrow a commercially viable product is
the answer to all our {and the bBluebird’'s) troubles. Imagine (there's that word again) a
price tag of $5.00 (or even $1.00) on each of their little carcasses! Why, every farmer's
barnyard wouid immediately be turned into a source of income. imagine people coliecting
House Sparrows instead of aluminum cans for spare change. Imagine every gourmet chef
in the country searching for & source of supply for range-fed sparrows! fmagine thousands
of beady-eved hunters and militia-lypes stalking House Sparrows and inventing ever more
efficient ways to hasten their demise! Imagine YOUR NAME in my Bluebirders Hall of Fame
(location and visiting hours not yet determined; finances are a problem.)

Now, don't teli me it wouldn't work! People eat all kinds of things--snails, rattlesnakes,
grasshoppers, squid, chicken's feet and heads, squab. Why, | even read recently of a
gourmet club in New York that got into trouble because they imported a finch from
southern France for a special feast. The diners at this meal ate this fabulous dish with
bags over their heads to prevent distraclions from interfering with their enjoyment of ihe
exquisite taste and texture of these tiny birds. They are eaten whaole--these French finches.
And the House Sparrow is a finch! FROM EURCPE!

50 | am challenging all of you gourmet cooks and inventors out there 1o put your
shoulders 1o the whee!, your nose to the grindstone, and to settle this sparrow problem

Volume 18, Number 1 33
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NINETEENTH
ANNUAL MEETING OF THE
NORTH AMERICAN BLUEBIRD SQCIETY

The Nineteenth Annual Meeting of the North American Bluebird Society will
be hetd in Ontario, Canada, September 13-15, 1996.

The sponsor of the meeting will be the Cntario Eastern Bluebird Society.
Registration material will appear in the Spring 1996 i1ssue of Sialia. Pricr to that

time, direct questions to Art and Margaret Rusnell, R R 1, Kleinburg, Ontario,
Canada LOJ 1C0. Tel. (305) 893-1538

Successful Trap for Feral Cats

Al Weikent of Villisca, lowa, reports success in catching feral cats with this trap of his own
design. As Dbluebird moniters and other birders are aware, feral cats are major bird
pradators. This trap is 21 inches long, 8 inches wide, and 10 inches high with end frames
of cypress. The top and sides are covered with hardware cloth. The top rails are tubing
used for television antennas. A treadle at the rear is the trigger causing the plexiglase door
to drop. A convenient handle on top has a plexiglass guard to protect ane’s hand.--303 E.
Fifth St., Villisca, IA 50864
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do's and don'ts from experience as so
well covered by Shelden; in fact, our most
productive sites are on utilty poles with
overhead wires. When the power
company relocated  their  lines to
underground, we coordinated with them
and they left 6 foot poles where we asked.
if you drive through Dinwiddie and wonder
why so many shont poles--that's the
reason--biuebirds. We also noticed our
production decreased when the lines
came down.

We do have kestirels, but the bluebirds
pay little attention to them. In 1985 | had
three Doxes that were always within sight
of a kestrel, but | suffered no iosses. We
do place an aluminum sleeve with a 6
inch flange bottom beneath each box.
This seems to be effeclive against snakes
(our number one enemy), ‘pcssums, and
raccoons, We get our aluminum as scraps
from our local roofers.

Fred Sahl
5815 Trinity Church Rd
Church Road, VA 23833

Dear Editor:

| was a Kansas state naturalist in 1990,
and one of my jobs was to monitor the 12
Eastern Bluebird nesling boxes in
Lovewell State Park. | received so much
pleasure in checking and recording the
information that | started my own biuehird
trail on my family’s farm in April 1995. The
trail is a memecrial for my four year old
nephew who died 6 April 1995. | will send
my 1995 Circle of Life Eastern Bluebird

Trail nesting results to you soon.
Shane Hesting
RA 1
Burr Oak, KS 66936

Dear Edttor:

| have developed some computer
software which allows bluebird monitors to
record seasonal data and produce a
report. | have checked wilth Kevin Berner
and NABS and it was judged suitable for
yearly summaries NestBox (C) Version
1.0 runs on computers thal support
Windows (C) applications such as
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Windows 3.1, Windows NT, Windows 95,
and 035/2 Warp.

For funther information or to obtain a
demonstration version for a small fee,
contact me at the address below,

James R. Kunz
454 Ashley Rd.
Maine, NY 13802

Dear Editor:

A bluebird box that | had given to my
sister and brother-in-law was placed on a
piece of wooden 2x4 exlending outward
from a storage shed located next 1o a
meadow.

Next day my sister and brother-in-law
observed a pair of Tree Swallows fighting
with two bluebirds over the rights to the
box. Eveniually the Tree Swallows won
out and the biuebirds leff.

My brother-in-law decided to put up
another box in hope of attracting the
bluebirds back again. He mounted the
second box on the opposite side of the
same storage shed. next moming some
bluebirds were irying 10 inspect the box.
The Tree Swallows were not willing to
relinquish their territory, however. After a
very brief skirmish the bluebirds were
victorious and both pairs then settled
down 1o nest building. They remained
quite tolerant of each other during the
entire nesting period.

My sister witnessed the Tree Swallows
defend both of the bird houses against
some invading House Wrens during the
absence of the bluebirds.

Walter F. Carpenter
1135 State Rd.
Duncannon, PA 17020

Dear Editor:

While on a birding trip | talked 1o a
friend that gets your journal about
bluebirds. | found it very infarmative. |
have been successful in getting bluebirds
in the boxes | built. And | have found
mistakes that | have been making thanks
10 your journal.

Floyd G. Kudla
7435 Banks St
Justice, IL 60458
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that someday a bluebird will come and
make a nest there, so far only sparrows
have come. Maybe | need to buy a
special birdhouse for them?" And, thanks
1o a subsequent article in Birds & Blooms,
we've heard from bundreds of people
Articies like this really spread the bluebird
message.

We heard from Sherry Chapman of the
Volunteer Office, Division of Wildlife from
Colorado. 'I'm hoping that you will supply
me with information that | can pass along
10 new bluebirders in the state. | presently
coordinate a project here in Colorado
dealing with cur wonderful bluebirds Am
enclosing our statement of purpose with
my letter. We have started a quarterly
newsletter that goes out to anyone who
has reported their trall location, purchased
a nest box, kit, or plans from the project
or shown interest in the project in any
way. | would like to urge these people to
join NABS with an article in the next
edition of this newsletter " We sent Sherry
the 10th anniversary issue of Sialia.

Delmar Loheider of Bicknell, IN, told of
his bluebirding: ‘I have a tral of 70
biuebird houses that | check every seven
or 10 days during the summer months. |
also sell and give away several houses."
Edward R. Croft, of Ellicott City, MD, and
Paul R. Chance, of Laurel DE, both
asked If we were on the Inlernet. NABS
may be on the Internet, but only through
the efforts of a NABS member out there in
cyberspace. The benefit of such
communications are not clear to me at
this time, as | have not had time to do
any  'surfing" Maybe someocne can
enlighten me on this matter? £d Croft also
wrote, "Please send information regarding
sparrow traps. We have several bluebirds
irying to establish nests on our property
and need to ‘relocate’ the English culpris
as soon as possible. i also hope to
begin a neighborhood newsletter to inform
residents about these beautiful creatures
n an effort to create as much of a
hospitable  environment as  possible
without the stress caused by sparrows.”

Susan Rudy, of Faifax Station, VA,
also  used the community newsietter
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approach " recently put a short plea in
our community newsletter te  other
neighbors in my development to also put
up nesting boxes and perhaps plant fruit-
bearing trees | am worried that these
efforts may not be enough 1o orovide for
the biluebirds in our area.”

Dr. Royal Montgomery, of Silver
Spring, MD, s what | call a "double"
bluebirder He maintains a bluebird trail at
Rossmoor Lesure World, and he
valunteers at the NABS office 'stuffing
Sialia. Harriett Shapiro and Helen
Tunstall, both of Leisure World, also are
double-involved  What would we do
without our wonderful retirees? We'll be
running  oictures  of them in Sialia
somet 2 in the future

Wayne Adcock, of Branson, MO,
mentioned the Parade Magazine article of
Nov. 28, 1879 wntten by Joan Rattner
Heillman, "The Bluebirds Will Return If You
Help." NABS' address was included and
the response (80,000 letters] was
explosive, netting ciose 1o 1,000 new
members for the Sociely, Wayne's letter
concluded by saying, "l have written this
letter knowing that you may not get it
because of a change of address or your
organization may no longer exist, but if
you do get it, please send me an update
on the status of the bluebird and some
literature about your organization ”

Sam Hardesty of Kingwood, WV, told
a good bluebird story. "My first experience
with biuebirds was i 1994, March of that
year t put up a manin house, 12
apartments, hopefully, to attract the
marting A bluebird family moved into a
lower level north side aparment, and,
during the course of the summer, had
three broods, all very successiully."

How many bluebirders can identify with
Marvin Kemp, of Alachua, FL? "This is
my second lettar 1o you teiling of my bad
luck (7) with bluebirds. In the 12 years I've
lived at this location, | have yet 10 seg one
biuebird fledge. 've built boxes, bought
boxes, moved them to different locations,
gone to the extreme and bought an ar

rifle to chase mockingbirds and sparrows
{Continued on page 34)
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Life Members

Charlotte Jernigan
Clark W. Hart

Katrina Renouf

Mrs. Irene S. Frantz
John H. Rogers
Barbara L. Matlock
Lawrence Zeleny

Dr. Eugene Majerowicz
Lillian Lund Files

Stan Bleszinski

Laura Nielsen

Keith Kridler

Fred A. Huntress, Jr.
Gerald Edward Martin
Dr. Bill Keyes

Thomas J. O'Neil
Elizabeth Crispin

Dr. Robert F. Giddings
Haskell A. Duncan
T.L. Sanderson, M.D.
Mrs. William G. Lehrl
Mark Ross

Stephen J. Garr

Lorne Scott

Sarkis Acopian
Clarence "Bud" Boone
Kevin Joseph McCarthy
Miss Georgia Hariton

Mountain Bluebird
Donna R. Hagerman

Western Bluebird
Dawn H. Maclaren
Marjorie S. Samples

Eastern Bluebird
Robert E. Ahearn, M.D.
Arrow Wiring Contractors
Kay Asaki

Virginia Banks

Trudy Beddow

Sarah W. Bergman

Gary Black, Jr.

Dr. Robert J. Bradley
Warwick P. Bonsal, Jr.
Sarah S. Braunwell
Robert J. Brown

Lylia Bryant

Carol Burchett

Broncia C. Chalfant
Daisy Hill Farm

Barbara G. Donaldson
Jimmy 8. Dayle

James R. Ehrler

Mr. & Mrs. E.C. Eisenhart
Steve & Cheryl Eno

Pat Givens

Tommye $S. Givens
George N. Grant

George Gurda

Mr. & Mrs. George Harmon
Don Harwood

BLUEBIRD BOOSTERS

Woodrow Hobson, Jr.
Douglas Holets

Tim Holmes

Pamela Isdell

Kenneth W. Jacobs, Jr.
Kenneth L. Jankowski
Larry & Betty Jernigan
Pauline R. Kasserman
Sam J. Kuykendall, M.D.
Joan Lane

Mrs. Marty V. Lecnard
Aletha J. Lindstrom

Mrs. F. Leslie Long

Ms. Felicia Lovelett

Mrs. George Luce

Steve Mahler

Jill & Sonny McAgee
John 8. McCall

Richard McGovern
Bruce McNaughion
Brian Miller

Richard & Ann Miller Family
Suzanne Miller

Martha & Lou Pacilio
C.W.E. Paine

Ruby N. Priddy
Rosemary Z. Rittler
Marvin & Mary Rubin
Ruritan Club

Mr. & Mrs. John S. Schier
Cynthia Schonbarg
Stephen Shafer

Betty Shaull

Daan E. Sheldon, Jr.
Nelly Sirtori

Susan L. Sloan

Russell C. Slutz

Mr. & Mrs. W.L. Sullivan, il
Beity Sue Tayior

Kevin Thompson

Tom & Melanie Thompsen
Shirley Van Prooien
Jerome R. Verlin

Roy L Wellman

Sue Wells

Michael Owen Willson

Fledgling

Lea & Harry Allen
Victoria Allen

David Alpert, M.D.

Terry Andrews

Augusta Bird Club
Howard C. Black

Robert P. Bodine

Coburn Britton

Mr. & Mrs. T. Bronson, Jr.
Todd & Deb Burrus

Mr. Lynn Burket

Edith F. Camp

Bruce Carlson

Dr. & Mrs. Michael Chietero
Mary L. Comakos

G.R. Cook

Mrs. R.R. Cravens

Robert T.H. Davidson

Mr. & Mrs. Malcolm Dorber
Forest Garden Club

Dee & Odell Friar

Gail Hall

Betty Harmon Family
Gerald L. Hartley

Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Hayford
Dana L. Heisey

Barbara P. frwin

Mrs. R.N. Jespersen

Ron E. Kingston

Robert & Grace Kocher
Cathryn Kurtagh

George & Michele Laiacona
Robert J. Lavell

Louise Lehrman

Neal Lowen

Kay MacNeil

Barbara Mandot

Mrs. Marilyn Michalski

Ms. Gene Miller

Jack L. Moltembrey
Barbara Moore

Kenneth M. Nagler

Mr. & Mrs. George Nalisnik
David B. Oliver, Ili

P.P. Olson

George P. O'Neil

Roger Peloguin

Mr. & Mrs. Warren Pratt
Mark & Jean Raabe
Catherine Reno

Todd Ryker

Cynthia L. Saltzman
Chester G. Schmidt

Robert A. Schoentag, M.D.
Mrs. E.B. Sheaff

John W, Skooglund

Mr. & Mrs. Lester Stephens
Don Studdard

Trowel & Trellis Garden Club
James & Kathleen Turner
Mrs. frene M. Unruh

Mrs. Madeline M. Walters Family

Nancy L. Weiss, M.D.

Dr. & Mrs. Robert Williams
Stephen M. Wimmingham
Woodbury Garden Club
S.K. Young

Carl & Phyllis Zenger

Nestling

Jerry Asker

W.J. Barton Family

John & Heather Bednar
Phillip & Jackie Berry
Karen & Mike Bosc

Ann C. Cannan

Mr. & Mrs. Dwight Collmus
Opal J. Daffron

Michael & Linda Dalton
Pat DeForno

Edward & Helen DePaoli
Matthew & Elizabeth Dorcik

(Continued on page 24)
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