


Photograph by Shirfley Adams

Dean E. Sheldon, Jr.’s, award for bluebird conservation was
accepted by fellow Ohic Blusbird Society member Doug
LeVasseur, NABS' recording secretary,

Biuebird Boosters

Appearing on the inside back cover
is a list of those individuals who have
made a financial commitment o biue-
birds and cavity nesters over and above
their annual dues. Such support is
essential in maintaining a stable dues
structure., We thank the individuals,
organizations, and businesses for their
generosity.

You, too, can become a Bluebird
Booster. For a donation of §25.00 per
issue or $75.00 per four issues, you can

Volume 18, Number 4

be designated as an Eastern, Western
or Mountain Bluebird Booster (your
choice); for $15.00 per issue or $50.00
perfaurissues, be a Fledgling Booster;
while $70.00 per issue or $25.00 per
four issues makes you a Nestling
Booster.

All contributions are tax deductible.
Mail your check to NABS Boosters,
P.O. Box 6295, Silver Spring, MD 20516-
6295,
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plastic which is normally covered with

wood and just open the wood panel to
lock without going in?

Fran Walters

5704 Kingswood Rd.

Bethesda, MD 20814

Dear Editor:

First, | want to thank Elizabeth N ichols
for chronicling her adventures in nurturing
the lone survivor of an ill-fated bluebird
family. | doubt that Siafia has ever printed
an account that was more beautifully
written or more breath-iaking either. | must
add that | envy her skills and her poise
throughout the experience.

Last weekend we journeyed 1o Wah to
visit Arches and Canyonlands parks. After
leaving, we stopped at Dead Horse State
Park. Near that park we glimpsed a lone
bird sitting on a post by the roadside. My
husband said, "Did you see THAT? !
replied, "Yes, a Homed Lark, | think." He
shouted, ‘That was no Horned Lark, it was
bright blue!" He turned around in the
middle of the road--fortunately ours was
the only car present. Isn't it a blessing
bluebirds are so tame? This one posed
for some minutes. My husband thought it
was really an Indigo Bunting, but | was
sure only the bluebird had white
underparts, Then the bird flew even closer
to us. Let me tell you, he "made’ the
entire weekend frip for me!

We continued to puzzle over the fact that
he was a much more intense blue than
we had ever seen in our bird books. But
| want to tell you that all my uncertainties
were put 1o rest for good when | read T.
David Pitts’ review (16(2):59) of Kenn
Kaufman's commenis about the
uncertainties of identifying bluebirds if one
relies solely on the few characteristics
listed in most field guides. | know now
that there can be--and indeed [S--a wide
variety of shades of blue in these beautiful
iittle creatures.

I do miss Lawrence Zeleny's regular
question and answer column. All of us
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owe much to him for his pioneer work in

creating interest in and solid suppert for
bluebirds.

Carol Ratziaff

P.O. Box 2604

Spartanburg, SC 29304

Ed. Note: Kenn Kaufman's first name was
misspeiled in the original review.

Dear Editor:
Enjoyed the recent article on the ‘Tres
Branch Bluebird Box (16(1):13-19). I've
made contact with Frank Zuern and we
hope to put up several tree branch boxes
on our ftrail.
Diane Freezee
2275 Edwards Rd.
Waterloo, NY 13165

Dear Editor:
| enjoyed the aricle "Tree Branch
Bluehird Box.” It is the talk of the nest box
circuit this spring.
David W. Heidenreich
RR 1, Box 55
Colton, NY 13625

Dear Editor:
When | was a child, we played a game
called, "My bird is a pretty bird. What kind
is yours? One player would choose the
name of a bird and tell it to only one
player. The rest of us would keep
guessing until we guessed the right bird.
| have no way of knowing if playing this
game sparked a great interest in birds for
me. Because we were young, our
knowledge of birds was limited but it was
fun. Through the years I've studied birds
with the bluebird becoming my favorite.
Edna B. Willis
1338 Big Bethel Rd.
Hampton, VA 23666
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Donna Hagerman, of Renc, NV, and
Denl Hershberger, of Spokane, WA,
accomplished a reunion with our group.
Jean Perkins, of Bozeman, MT, presided
over the lovely works of art she creates
using diverse media. | love her bluabird
needlepoint pillows and, once again,
added to my collection of them.

Al Perry, of Boise, ID, told the poignant
story of losing his wife, Mary, and
experiencing many adverse economic
setbacks. He is hopeful for his beloved
bluebirds, however, because George
Shearer, photcgrapher and Audubon
member also of Boise, has come forward
to continue Al's prodigious labor of love
with his extensive trail.

Frank and Nancy McBerty, of Oxford,
PA, who have attended cther annual
meetings provided contrast to  new
attendees from across the continent
among whom were Katie and Rlchard
Purvis of Anaheim, CA, and Edith and
William Ryan of Yakima, WA. Interesting
continuity was provided through the
attendance of several persons who were
instrumental in the success of the 1993
meeting, especially Edwina Hahn and her
husband, Bob, of Columbus, GA. Susan
Fisher, radio announcer from Columbia,
8C, also attended.

Good  wishes and good  ideas
abounded, spiced with good humor., A
tall, mysterious “bluebird" at cne point
roamed the proceedings. Close scrutiny
revealed a voice very much like Marcy
Hoepfner's with further evidence being the
close proximity of Marcy’s husband, Don.

Shirley Adams’ roaming cameras
captured the scene. Her video camera has
yielded a very charming one hour video,
30 minutes of which cover the meeting
and the remainder highlights her
bluebirding on her lllinois farm. Her
succinct monclogue nicely enhances the
video. Shirley would be happy to share
this video with others. Contact NABS for
details.

| enjoyed attending St. John Evangelist
Cathedral for Saturday evening mass and
was delighted to accept a ride back to the
hotel from attendees John and Jane
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Francis, of Boise, and their twe sons.
John’s parents Fred and Helen Francis
had been my first Boise contact, when
they telephoned my hotel rcom Thursday
evening inquiring aboul my rocommate,
NABS President Charlotte Jernigan's
arrival.

The happy ambiance of the Seventeenth
Annual Meeting of NABS was a great
tribute to Al and Hilda Larson’s hospitality
and planning. They even extended an
impromptu invitation to any attendees who
had fransportation tc visit their cozy
"home away from home" outside Boise on
Sunday afterncon. Cookies, soft drinks,
hummingbirds, etc., were enjoyed along
with the delightful companionship of all
present.

Yot we know our work as bluebird
conservationists is cut out for us still, as
we reflect on another story told by NABS
Rasearch Chairman Kevin Berner, of
Richmondville, NY and attested tc by
other New York State attendees Joe
Sedlacek and Tamra Mako, both of
Johnsen City. One of them had
mentioned to the flight attendant on the
plane to Boise that several passengers
were attending the Seventeenth Annual
Meeting of NABS. She then announced
over the public address system: "And we
want to welcome on this flight members
of the North American Blue JAY Society!”

So--keep on  ‘keeping on," dear
bluebirders! And remember: the most
beautiful bluebird is the one you're locking
at! |

NABS SLIDE SHOW

The NABS slide show is available for
rental at $10.00 or purchase at $65.00.
The show consists of 141 collated,
cardboard-framed 35 mm slides and a
printed script {no slide tray). If a cas-
sette narration is desired, add $5.00 to
the purchase price.

To rent or purchase the bluebird
slide show, write to the foliowing
address: NABS Slides, Box 6285, Silver
Spring, MD 20916-6295. Please allow
one month for delivery and, if possible,
specify several dates for rental.
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Life Members

Charlotte Jernigan
Clark W. Hart

Kairina Renouf

Mrs. Irene S. Frantz
John H. Rogers
Barbara L. Matiock
Lawrence Zeleny

Dr. Eugene Majerowicz
Lillian Lund Files
Stan Bleszinski

Laura Nielisen

Keith Kridier

Fred A. Huntress, Jr.
Gerald Edward Martin
Dr. Bill Keyes
Thomas J. O'Neil
Elizabeth Crispin

Dr. Robert F. Giddings
Haskell A. Duncan
T.L. Sanderson, M.D.
Mrs. William G. Lehrd

Mountain Bluebird

Great Salt Lake Audubon Society
Donna R. Hagerman

Western Bluebird
Robert Crumpton

Eastern Bluebird

Sarkis Acopian

Terry Andrews

Eugene A. Armstrong

Hans Beacham

Bella Vista Bluebird Society
Gary Black, Jr.

Warwick P. Bonsal, Jr.
Bowater

Millicent B. Bowerman
Henry L Brand

Lyliz Bryant

Sarah S. Braunwell

Cobuin  Brifton

A. Bruno

Lynn E. Burket

Mary Ellen Caruso

Sue L. Cascio

Broncia C. Chalfant

Jane C. Chapfin

Mr. & Mrs. Don R. Cockram
Hank & Joyce Coleman
Fat DeForno

Malcolm Doying

James R. Ehrler

Harry Eichbaum

Mr. & Mrs. E.C. Eisenhart
Peter & Theresa Elmendorf
Denise Eynon

Douglas Flood

Michael W. Faster

BLUEBIRD BOOSTERS

Melvin H. Gesnick

Pat Givens

George N. Grant

Guilford Garden Club

Mr. & Mrs. George Harman
Mrs. R.L. Ireland, il
Pamela Isdell

Deborah lzzi

Kenneth W. Jacobs, Jr.
Pauline R. Kasserman
Susan M. Kinsey

Mrs. Austin Kiplinger

Paula Klaven

Mrs. Charles Kopfer

Joan Lane

Richard Leatherman
Micalela Levine

Aletha J. Lindstrom

Mrs. F. Leslie Long

Ms, Felicia Lovelett

Mrs. George Luce

James P. Massie, Jr.
Martin Marisita

McGoldrick & Company CPA
Richard McGovern

Bruce McNaughton

Royai M. Montgomeiy, M.D.
Mew York State Bluebird Socisty
David B. Oliver, Il

Jaret B. O'Nsal

Roger Peloguin

Rosemary Z. Rittler

Marvin & Mary Rubin

John 8. Schier

Cynthia Schonberg

Dorene H. Scriven

Susan L. Sloan

Dr. Harold P. Smith

David & Patti Spatcher
Susan Stathes

Dr. Ken Stoffel

Mr. & Mrs. W.L Sullivan, il
Leo F. Terzia, Jr.

Chris Thoma

Kathy & David Wallis
Lorraine D. Watkins

Mrs. Ethel Wells

Sue Weils

E.P. Williams

Robert D.R. & Beverly S. Williams Family

Michael Owen Willson
Fiedgling

John F. Adams, Jr.
Robert E. Ahearn, M.D.
Lea & Harry Allen

David Alpert, M.D.

John F. Anderson

Craig Andresen

Arrow Wiring Contractors
Augusta Bird Club
Brenda Baidwin

Ted & Carol Barnett
Beaver Dam Senior Center
Mrs. Constance Benson

Judy Bland

H.J. Blair

George Boos

Robert J. Brown
Edward R. Bucklin

Joe H. Capley

Eclesia J. Cestone
Walter Cly

Robert M. Collins
Adrianne Ryder Cook
Mary L. Contakos

W.A. Crow

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Dennis
Mrs. Diane T. Dasibour
Mr. & Mrs. Malcoim Dorber
Willard Duckett
Wendell Edgar
Stephen G. Evseelf

M. Falchi

Susan A. Fisher Family
The Forest Garden Club
Dee & Odell Friar
Linda R. Gilchrist

Gail Halt

Betty Hamon Family
Gerald L. Hartley
David W. Heidenrsich
Dana L. Heisey
Hombre Golf Club
James R. Hood Family
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Huthmacher
Barbara R. Irwin

Larry & Betty Jernigan
Mrs. B.N. Jespersen
Hon E. Kingston

Susan J. Konieczny
Dorothy A. Lamoureux
George Laracona
Kenneth G. Lehnert
Mrs. Marty V. Leonard
William Logan

Kay MacNeil Family
Jacqueline McCarter
Conn M. McConnell
D.M. McElroy

Thomas H. Meyer

Ds. Peter C. Morrison
Leland M. Moss
Kenneth M. Nagler

Mr. & Mis. George Nalisnik
Sandra Nash

James B. Niederauer

P.P. Oison

Martha & Lou Pacilio
C.W.E. Paina

Stephen Pelesky

Mr. & Mrs. Warren Pratt
Trish Quintenz

Mark & Jean Raabe
Catherine Reno

Roger E. Aoberts
Jacquline Russell

Ernest R, Ruterman

Todd Ryker

{Continued on page 160)
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