
                NABS Annual Membership Meeting 
                   Teleconference Draft Agenda 
 

             Thursday, September 18th, 2014 at 8:00PM Eastern 
       

 
Call to Order  
 
Adoption of the Agenda 
 
Welcome by Sherry Linn, President 
 
Secretary’s Report by Kathy Kremnitzer 

Call for a motion to accept the minutes of the October 5th, 2013 Annual Membership Meeting in Aiken, SC  

(copy attached) 
 

 
Treasurer’s Report by Gwen Tietz  
 

        Current balances & Finance Committee status 
 
Executive Committee by Sherry Linn 

 

Election of Directors 
- The slate of candidates was posted on the website and set out in the Summer Journal with the 

ballot(s) in compliance with the current Bylaws.  Phil Berry, Jim Burke, Kathy Kremnitzer & Jim 
McLochlin were up for re-election; no new candidates stood for election. 

- Total ballots returned by the Election deadline of August 15th was 71. 
- Motion to ratify the results of the Election by Bob Benson. 
 

       The elected Board of Directors will vote on the Executive Committee within 90 days. 
 

Affiliate Report by Phil Berry - 1st VP – Affiliate Relations 
 

- Welcome to Affiliates with update 
- NABS 2014 was held in Boise, Idaho June 13-15 
- NABS 2015 will be in September in Quebec 

 
General Committee Reports 
 

- Annual Committee reports are currently posted on the NABS website with this agenda.  A brief synopsis 
will be given by Sherry Linn. 

 
Unfinished Business 
 
New Business 
 
Adjournment 



  
 

The meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m. 

 

65 members were in attendance. 

 

Sherry welcomed members to the meeting and introduced all Board members present.  She 

expressed gratitude to SCBS for agreeing to host NABS 2013 and for all the time and effort put 

forth by their members.   

 

Jim McLochlin moved that the Agenda be accepted as presented.  Anne Sturm seconded, motion 

carried. 

 

Secretary’s Report:  Kathy Kremnitzer 

Minutes from the 10/5/12 Annual Membership meeting were approved as presented. 
 

Treasurer’s Report:  Gwen Tietz (see attached) 

Grants:  Expect expenses of about $4,000 in December.  Grant money is used mostly for research but 

some was used for the fact sheet and dvd projects. 

Sherry thanked Board members for their teamwork on organizing financials into software programs. 

 

2013 Election Results: Kathy Kremnitzer 

Sherry explained that the timeline and slate requirements were met as all information was posted 

on the NABS web site. 
Kathy received 69 total votes from the membership.  67 votes were for option “a”, in favor of accepting 

the entire slate of nominees.  1 vote was for option “b”, in favor of accepting only marked nominees, and 

1 ballot marked both options and was disqualified. 

Returning Board members:  Bob Benson, Dave Cook, Sherry Linn, Dan Sparks.  New Members:  Paul 

Sherd, Stan Fisher, Linda Schamberger. 

Sherry thanked Anne Sturm for all her years served in various positions with NABS.  Anne will continue 

to serve on the Grants Committee. 

 

Bet moved that the election results be ratified.  Jim McLochlin seconded, motion passed unanimously. 

 

Affiliate Relations:  Phil Berry 

New Affiliates for NABS:      Garry Oaks, British Columbia; Golden Eagle, Idaho; Michigan Audubon 

Society; Tampa Audubon Society   

 

NABS 2013 Annual Membership 

Meeting Minutes 

October 5, 2013 

Aiken,  South Carolina 



 

 

Community Relations:  Jim Burke 

Jim stressed the importance for Affiliates/members to get out among the public.  He encouraged making 

contact with schools, businesses, etc., to ask about using their lands for bluebird trails.  Sometimes 

business will even contribute monetarily toward the effort. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS:  Posted on Web Site      

 

 

NO UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS    
 

Journal Advisory Committee:  Tom Comfort 

This is a new committee as of 2013.      

 Members will notice lots of photos of people in the Journal 

 Editor, Scott Gillihan, willing to make changes  

 Web address on every other page 

 Shorter articles with varied content 

 More features on Affiliate activities 

 

 

Sherry concluded the meeting by informing members that lots is happening with NABS and their 

involvement/participation would be welcomed. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 5:30 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Kathy Kremnitzer, Secretary 

                          

 

 



Annual Reports of Committees and Activity of the 
North American Bluebird Society for 2014 

 
 
Grants Committee - Anne Sturm, Committee Chair 
 
In a change that started last year, applications for grants are accepted once per year with a closing deadline of 
December 1st.  The following applications were received December 1st, 2013, were considered and 
recommended by the Committee, then approved by the NABS Board of Directors in February of this year: 
 
Garry Oak Ecosystem Recovery Team - Southern Vancouver Island, BC 
This was the third grant given to GOERT to help with their very successful Reintroduction of the Western 
Bluebird.  For more information you can see articles in the NABS Journal, Bluebird, or go to the GOERT website.   
 
 
Ellis Bird Farm - Central Alberta   
This is the first time we have funded a geolocator project for research on bluebirds. 
NABS has funded geolocator research on purple martins in the East.  This grant funded new technology to track 
the migration and overwintering sites of Mountain Bluebirds. 
 

"We would like to expand this project to include Mountain Bluebirds. Like Purple Martins, Mountain 
Bluebird numbers are declining in many parts of their range. It is hoped that the use of these new 
technologies will unlock some mysteries related to post-fledging movement, migration and 
overwintering habits of the Mountain Bluebirds that nest in Central Alberta, and thus assist with 
implementing mitigative strategies. The overall, long-term goal of the project is to learn about the 
migration and overwintering habits of all three species of bluebirds." 

 – Myrna Pearman, biologist & manager of Elis Bird Farm 
 
 
Braaelei Hardt - Oregon State University, Corvalis, Oregon 
“The role of corticosterone in mediating escape performance & short-term memory in Swallows under stressful 
conditions” 

This was a very complicated research proposal with the aim of understanding the role of corticosterone 
in mediating escape performance and short-term memory in tree swallows and violet green swallows 
under stressful conditions. Work involves capture, taking blood samples, and putting the birds in a maze 
to test memory. 

 
 
Sarah McArthur - Thompson Rivers University, Kamloops, British Columbia 
“The relative influence of environmental and genetic factors on structural plumage coloration in Mountain 
Bluebirds” 

The proposed research project will address the relative influence of environmental and genetic factors 
on structural plumage coloration in mountain bluebirds (Sialia currucoides), including the effect, if any, 
of carotenoids on structural coloration of nestlings. Coloration of bluebird parents and nestlings will be 
quantified using reflectance spectrometry. Environmental conditions that offspring are exposed to in the 
nest (ie. levels of parental care) will be quantified using a recently developed radio frequency 
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identification (RFID) technique. Genetic analyses will be conducted to determine the sex and paternity 
of nestlings, and the coloration of biological sires and nestlings will be compared to determine the 
degree of heritability of coloration. A carotenoid-supplemented diet will also be provided to one third of 
nestlings during the breeding season to investigate whether elevated carotenoid levels increase 
coloration. I predict that environmental conditions experienced by the nestlings will more strongly 
influence plumage coloration, but I also expect to see some level of heritability in this trait. As well, I 
expect nestlings that receive more carotenoids to be in better condition and express brighter or more 
saturated plumage. These findings will inform our understanding of the heritability of plumage 
coloration, whether parental investment influences nestling color and if carotenoids play a role in 
structural plumage coloration. 

 
 
Sara Berk - University of Montana, Missoula, Montana  
“Consequences of Nestbox Placement for the Post-Fledging Period and Adult Condition in Mountain Bluebirds”  

This research involves manipulation of nest box placement, transmitters, feather and blood samples and 
morphological measurements to assess condition. 
The Mountain Bluebird is an obligate secondary cavity nesting species that nests readily in man-made 
boxes. In the absence of artificial cavities, Mountain Bluebirds can be found in wooded pasture and 
short-grass fields with stands of trees (Aitken & Martin 2004; Munro & Rounds 1985). Nest-box 
availability may subvert Bluebird habitat selection so that they are attracted to pastures without trees 
and only short grass, which would increase food availability but decrease post-fledgling survival. I 
propose an integrated study to answer the following questions about the impacts of nest-box placement 
on both adult and nestling Mountain Bluebird survival and condition: 

1. How do habitat characteristics at nest site impact pre- and post-fledging survival and 
condition of nestlings? 
2. What are the consequences of nest site selection to parental condition and molt quality?" 

 
 
Anna Brownson - Old Dominion University, Norfolk, Virginia   
“Understanding the Evolution of Cooperation: Dynamics of Mate Choice and Tree Cavity Use in Polyandrous 
Acorn Woodpecker” 

The system I have designed is intended to be installed in the nest trees of polyandrous acorn 
woodpecker groups, and will take advantage of artificial cavities that have already been installed in 
these groups. Using artificial cavities facilitates easier access to the cavity itself and reduces the amount 
of cavity modification required. A small computer will be mounted in the tree near the nest cavity and 
will be connected to an infrared camera that is positioned in the cavity lid, looking down onto the cavity 
floor. The cavity will be illuminated for the camera with a cluster of infrared LEDs. All of these 
components will be run on battery power. There are very few scholarly articles available in the scientific 
literature that provide clear instructions for building an infrared nest cavity monitor capable of 
streaming video online over wireless internet and storing digital video on a remote hard drive. With the 
successful implementation of my proposed cavity monitoring system, I plan to submit this study to a 
peer reviewed journal to share my findings with colleagues. 

 
 
Aija White -University of Northern BC, Prince George, British Columbia  
“Interactions between parental quality and food availability: consequences of offspring and reproductive 
success of Mountain Bluebirds” 

In light of ongoing declines in songbird populations and ecosystem changes due to climate change, it is 
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important to answer these questions with studies conducted on wild populations. For my Ph.D. 
research, I will conduct a field study on the reproductive consequences of parent-food interaction in 
Mountain Bluebirds (Sialia currucoides) breeding in nest boxes near Williams Lake, BC. The energetic 
needs of parents will be altered using a brood-size manipulation, so that parents will be faced with 
either increased or decreased need for food to provision offspring – this will show the capacity of 
parents to cope with changing energetic demands. Food availability on breeding territories will be 
directly measured using a combination of approaches, in order to specifically quantify the food items 
bluebirds prefer to feed to their young (cutworms and grasshoppers). Parents will be assessed for 
condition and the rates at which they provision their offspring. Reproductive success will be measured 
by monitoring offspring size, growth, and fledging success. 

 
 
Desiree Narango - University of Delaware, Newark, Delaware   
“Does Exotic Vegetation Limit Food Availability for Breeding Birds?  A Supplementation experiment with 
Carolina Chickadees” 

In urban landscapes, native vegetation is often replaced by a composition of exotic vegetation both 
intentionally (e.g. landscaping) and unintentionally (e.g. invasion). Because exotic plants lack an 
evolutionary relationship with local biota, urban areas support a less abundant and diverse community 
of arthropods which may impact higher trophic orders, such as insectivorous birds. In this study, I will 
use a food supplementation experiment to test whether birds are food limited in areas dominated by 
exotic vegetation. I will use plant variation found in suburban backyards and provide animal-based food 
to assess whether increases in food availability and reliability alter behavioral and reproductive 
parameter. 

 
 
Chloe Josefson - Auburn University, Auburn, Alabama 
“Characterizations of sub-seasonal fluctuations in the innate immune system of Eastern Bluebirds” 

This proposal aims to understand how energy allocation towards the innate immune system and 
reproduction differs during different time points during the breeding season (nest building, early 
incubation, late incubation, and raising nestlings) in the Eastern Bluebird.  

 
 
Hotline Committee – Bob Benson, Chair 
 
The Hotline queries have slowed now that Facebook has become such a large forum for folks interested in 
bluebirds.  I would like to thank the members of the Hotline who make themselves available to handle questions 
throughout the year and take extra care to quickly answer during the busy nesting season. 
 
To date in 2014 we have had 107 emails from members and the public requesting help with problems on their 
trails or in their yard.  With the end of nesting we are now very quiet. 
 
 
Facebook Committee – Linda Schamberger, Chair 
 
The NABS Facebook page continues to grow by leaps and bounds!!!  We currently are active with over 3650 
followers.  The nesting season seems like the busiest time to share experiences and ask questions.  Generally 
speaking it appears that most people have had a successful bluebird (cavity nesters) season. 
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Our more experienced bluebirders offered great advice to the newcomers, and many beginners seemed to be so 
appreciative of our Facebook page and support.  Our cover page now shows our NABS telephone number 
embedded in the picture for quick easy access for our bluebirders in need of help and/or support.  There is also 
the private messaging area for those with questions that only the NABS Administrator will see and respond to.  
Please feel free to contact Linda at lschamb903@yahoo.com with any suggestions you may have for our page. 
 
 
Community Relations – Jim Burke, NABS 2nd Vice President (and President of SCBS) 
 
The South Carolina Bluebird Society (SCBS) was formed in October 2010 and currently has 230 members. 59 
bluebird trails have been established consisting of 605 nestboxes. (Included in this count are 6 wood duck and 
13 screech owl boxes.) To grow our membership and membership in NABS, we are very active in the local 
community. Since January we have made 21 bluebird presentations at schools, garden clubs, home owner 
associations, government agencies, and businesses.  
SCBS is in the beginning stages of working with MeadWestvaco Corporation (MWV) to establish bluebird trails 
on some of its properties. MWV is a leading global packaging and chemicals company with large tracks of forest 
lands in the U.S. and elsewhere. Portions of one of these tracks consisting of 72,000 acres near Charleston, SC 
are being developed into mixed use communities. MWV is committed to having 75% of this community land 
remain undeveloped except for nature related structures like hiking trails, wildlife viewing areas and bluebird 
trails. 
Bridgestone Tire Co. recently opened a second large production facility on 500 acres near Aiken, SC. SCBS 
assisted them in establishing a bluebird trail and training trail monitors. Bridgestone is a corporate member of 
NABS and SCBS. 
The South Carolina Department of Natural Resources donated 50 bluebird nestboxes, poles and baffles to SCBS. 
Late this fall they will be installed in Hitchcock Woods in Aiken, SC. Hitchcock Woods is one of the largest urban 
forest in the U. S. We have discovered that bluebirds thrive in Longleaf Pine forests where the understory is 
controlled by prescribed burning. 
SCBS now has bluebird trails on three parks belonging to the Aiken County Parks, Recreation and Tourism 
Department. 
Facebook has been a boon in getting new members from across the state of South Carolina. It has also been a 
good tool to help people solve bird issues and educate them about monitoring and predator control. 
 
 
Awards Committee – Respectfully submitted by Anne Sturm, Chair 
 
It was a pleasure to work with the members of the Awards Committee:  Greg Beavers, Stan Fisher, and Sherry 
Linn, President of NABS.  I am always grateful to these hard working members of NABS for their “professional” 
work on both the Awards and Grants Committee. 
 
This year the Awards’ presentation was made at the NABS Conference in Boise, Idaho.  It was the perfect venue 
to honor the following: 
 
Alfred Larson received the North American Bluebird Society Lifetime Achievement Award for Outstanding 
Contribution to Native Cavity Nesting Bird Conservation.  Mr. Larson has been doing bluebird conservation 
work for 35 years and is responsible for fledging 27,000 bluebirds.  As Neil Paprocki writes in the marvelous 
article, Bluebird Man in the 2013 Fall Edition of the Bluebird, 27,000 is an astonishing number.  At Boise, many 
enjoyed watching the premier showing of Bluebird Man filmed by Wild Lens.  NABS was happy to work in 
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collaboration with Wild Lens on this beautiful documentary about Al Larson’s dedication to bringing back the 
Mountain and Western bluebird in the mountains surrounding Boise, Idaho.   (Update - at the end of the 2014 
nesting season Al’s banding number exceeded 30,000 birds) 
 
Anne Sturm was surprised and honored for her work with the North American Bluebird Society Lifetime 
Achievement Award for Outstanding Contribution to Native Cavity Nesting Bird Conservation.  Anne started 
putting up boxes after the first Earth Day in 1970.  After doing everything wrong, she went on a field trip led by 
Lawrence Zeleny and benefitted from the man who went on to found NABS.  A founding member, she served as 
Recording Secretary and President in the early years.  Recently, she served on the Board again; she is on the 
Maryland Bluebird Society Board and is presently the Chair of the NABS Grants and Awards Committee.  Over 
the past forty some years, Anne has been actively involved in educational projects for native cavity nesting birds 
and in land preservation work to save the needed habitat for all our native birds.  
 
In closing, the Awards Committee encourages all NABS members to think about who you believe deserves 
recognition for their work with bluebirds and other native cavity nesting birds.  Please go to 
http://www.nabluebirdsociety.org/awards/award.htm  and review the various award categories then email me 
a nomination.  I look forward to hearing from you. 
 
 
Journal Advisory Committee – Dave Cook, Chair 
 
I am new to this responsibility and am still trying to get my arms around what needs to be done. Shortly after 
volunteering for this assignment I called Scott Gillihan and asked him how I could assist him as Editor of our 
journal. He gave me a rundown of how the process works. Frankly, I think that Scott is doing a fine job as Editor 
of Bluebird. 
  
How many of you have subscribed to Birding, the American Birding Association's Journal? As with NABS, 
membership to ABA includes their journal. Actually, I found that Birding was a highly technical magazine that 
was probably better suited to someone who had an ornithology background.  While Scott certainly includes 
scientific articles that are of interest on Cavity Nesting Species, he also includes human interest stories that 
inspire us. I think this balanced blend of editing reflects the face of NABS.  
 
I will be reading as many of the Affiliates’ newsletters as I can and, when there are articles that appear to be of 
interest to a wider audience, they’ll be forwarded to Scott for consideration and permissions to reprint.  Along 
with the others of the Journal Advisory Committee, I will be passing on to Scott items of interest that could be 
featured in the Journal. 
  
As NABS members, please feel free to pass on matters of importance that can or need to be highlighted in 
Bluebird. It is our sounding board and your ideas and comments are welcomed. 
 
 
StoreFront/Catalog & Phone – Dan Sparks 
 
Dan reports that he handles approximately 60-75 calls per month year round.  Although the hours posted say 
Monday – Friday between noon and 3pm Eastern time, calls come in 7 days a week and at all hours.  These calls 
run the gamut from for general information, placing orders, to paying for memberships by credit card. 
In the first 7 months of this year Dan filled 152 orders. 
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 Speaker’s Bureau – Dave Cook, Chair 
 
The most exciting event for the Speaker’s Bureau was the release of the NABS PowerPoint presentations with 
scripts on a DVD which promises to simplify the ability of Speakers to promote bluebird conservation using 
newer technology.  The 7 Fact Sheets are also included on the DVD.  The release of this new DVD should help to 
showcase NABS as a vital resource for our Affiliates and those making local presentations to schools, nature & 
garden clubs, and service organizations. 
 
While the sale of the DVD through the NABS store thus far has been small, I feel that with the advent of the new 
nesting season in 2015 that interest and sales will pick up.  The DVD is priced at $10 and this includes postage; 
all proceeds will go into the Zeleny Endowment Fund to support further educational and research grants.  I will 
discuss with the Journal Advisory Committee and our Journal Editor, Scott, about placing an article in the Winter 
issue. 
 
 
Nominating Committee – Bob Benson, Chair 
 
We are always on the lookout for new candidates to join the NABS Board of Directors.  I encourage you to 
consider learning about the work the Board conducts on your behalf and serving a three year term. 
 
This year we had four Directors whose terms were up and they agreed to stand for re-election again.  They were 
Phil Berry (FL), Jim Burke (SC), Kathy Kremnitzer (MD) and Jim McLochlin (NE).  Ballots went out to the 
membership in the Summer Journal but returns were very disappointing - only 71 members cast ballots this 
year.  We would hope that there will be a higher level of participation next year.  This is your organization, 
please take time to vote and also consider taking a turn at being on the Board.  A wide array of experience is 
represented and we need new fresh ideas to keep us going. 
 
Within 90 days of the ratification of the election results by the members, the Board of Directors will elect a new 
Executive Committee.  Please watch for your Winter Journal in January to find out who those people are!  
 
 
Membership Committee – Marion Ball, Database Administration; Chair is Vacant 
 
As usual, membership is the one working committee that never sleeps!  We handle all input and work together 
to stay on top of everything related to members.  Whether new or renewing members, from mailed in forms to 
PayPal or credit card payments phoned in to Dan - Marion maintains the database and generally processes an 
average of 110 records per month.  She handles queries through two email accounts – our NABS account based 
off our website plus her personal admin one.  The membership lists are pulled quarterly so the Journal can go 
out and, depending on work volume, two to three times a month the database is backed up to an offsite storage 
site where Sherry can download it for general reference and NABS Board needs. 
Marion has recently relocated from Nebraska to Arizona so please check her updated contact information in the 
Journal or on the NABS website. 
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