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Board & Committee Reports 2013 for 
Annual Board & Membership Meetings 

 

October 2nd & 4th, 2013 in Aiken, South Carolina 
 

                          Hosted by the South Carolina Bluebird Society 
 
Nominating Committee -  

Chaired by: Bob Benson 
Members: Phil Berry and David Cook 

 
Since our Annual Membership Meeting in 2012, and the acceptance of the proposed Bylaw changes, we are in 
compliance with our bylaws.  Each year will now see us electing approximately one third of our Directors. 
The current NABS Executive Committee was elected by the Board on November 14th, 2012.  
 
Five Directors had terms expiring in 2013: Bob Benson, David Cook, Sherry Linn, Dan Sparks, and Anne Sturm.  
Anne chose to step down while the four others agreed to stand for re-election.  At the same time we had three new 
members agree to stand for election: Stan Fisher, Linda Schamberger, and Paul Sherd. 
 
Five Directors have terms expiring in 2014: Phil Berry, Jim Burke, Kathy Kremnitzer, Jim McLochlin, and Farrell 
Roe. 
 
Six Directors will have terms expiring in 2015: Tom Comfort, Bernie Daniel, Jim Engelbrecht, John Schuster, Gwen 
Tietz, and Bet Zimmerman. 
 
Nominations closed on May 15th, and the Board approved the slate of candidates on May 22nd.  The election slate 
was posted on the NABS website the first week in June and was published in the Summer issue of our quarterly 
Journal along with the ballot for voting.  Ballots received by Kathy Kremnitzer by August 15th have been tabulated 
and results will be announced at the Board meeting on October 2nd with ratification by the membership at the 
Annual Membership Meeting October 4th. 
 
At this time the Nominating Committee is preparing to gather nominations for the Executive Committee.  If 
someone chooses to step down, then volunteers will be asked from within this new Board of Directors.  As per the 
NABS Bylaws, the Executive Committee election will be held within 90 days of the election being ratified by the 
membership on October 4th at our annual meeting in Aiken, SC hosted by the South Carolina Bluebird Society. 
 
Nestbox Committee –  

Chaired by: Bob Benson 
Members: Kevin Berner, Bernie Daniel, Steve Eno (ex-officio), Kathy Kremnitzer, 
Myrna Pearman, John Shuster and Bet Zimmerman (honorary) 

 
The main work of this committee wrapped up at the end of last year when the final draft of the Nestbox 
Recommendation Fact Sheet was approved and all the revised Fact Sheets went to print. 
 
No major queries or problems have been sent to this committee for consideration or comment to date in 2013. 
There are no current projects being undertaken but the committee will address any interests expressed by 
Affiliates or members when they are put forward. 
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Speaker’s Bureau -  
Chaired by: David Cook 
Members: Dan Sparks 
Representatives: Speakers across North America 

 
It has been a pleasure to work with the NABS Board of Directors, and I hope to have the pleasure of meeting more 
of you folks in Aiken.  When Barbara Chambers suddenly and unexpectedly left us last year, I was asked to Chair 
the NABS Speakers Bureau. This is the report of my activities thus far. 
  
I communicated with: 

• Sherry Linn to ascertain if any files or communications of any sort dealing with the NABS Speakers Bureau 
could be retrieved that Barbara Chambers might have had that would help me continue with her line of 
work and thought on how we should proceed with the Speakers Bureau. So far, this has met with 
limited success.  

• Ron and Priscilla who handled the NABS Speakers Bureau for years, and they graciously gave me advice 
and files dealing with their experiences with the Bureau. 

• Members of the Speakers Bureau by email letter and encouraged a dialog to share ideas on how to promote 
NABS and its mission in their respective areas. 

  
Going forward, these are the areas that need attention and refinement: 
  

• Revise the Speakers Bureau List to accurately reflect current participants and contact information which in 
some cases has changed over time. 

• With the help and suggestions of the NABS BOD, establish eligibility criteria for those who represent NABS 
as Spokespersons. This has come to our attention as a necessary feature of the Speakers Bureau largely due 
to the recent developments in Colorado discussed at the August NABS BOD Conference Call. 

• When the NABS DVD Power Point presentation becomes available, tie in this release with a call and 
invitation for new speakers. Communicate with the Affiliates how this new tool can effectively be used to 
educate and enlighten interested parties in their region. 

  
I look forward to hearing from you with any suggestions and ideas that would enhance our NABS Speakers Bureau. 
  
Respectfully Submitted 
David Cook 
 
 
NABS Hotline -  

Chaired by: Bob Benson 
Representatives: 10-12 volunteers covering all geographic regions throughout North America  

 
The queries are now split between coming in on the Hotline and through the Facebook page.  In the last year the 
Hotline alone responded to 250 enquiries.  These range from simple questions about nesting habits, habitat and 
general monitoring to complex problems with abandoned eggs or chicks, orphaned bluebird nestlings or juveniles, 
to injured birds. 
Many thanks go out to our Hotline Committee members for their dedication in performing this valuable service. 
 
Bylaws Committee – The revised Bylaws were adopted on October 5th, 2012 and Brian Swanson completed his 
term as a Director and Chair of this Committee, stepping down from the Board after many years of volunteer 
service.  Therefore, this Committee is retired until new proposals are put forward.  We appreciate all your hard 
work and everything you have done for NABS Brian – many thanks.   
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Membership -  
Chaired by: Sherry Linn (ex officio)  Chair currently Vacant 
Members: Marion Ball (Membership & Database Administration), Jackie Berry, Phil Berry, and Tena Taylor 

 
This year the committee welcomed a new Membership Communication & Database Manager – Marion Ball from 
Nebraska.  A hearty thank you goes to Tena Taylor for her years of devoted service to NABS and we are thankful 
she remains on the committee to share her knowledge.  
 
We would like to reiterate part of our message from last year with minor updates: 
Each quarter, about 3 weeks after the Journal has been mailed, we send out renewal reminders to those who 
received their last Journal and have not yet acted upon the 2 reminders that were printed on their labels.  This past 
year approximately 850 first class mailings have gone out.  This is a reduction of 225 from 2012 so we can do 
better.  How can you help reduce the hours of volunteer labour and cost of paper, envelopes, printing and postage? 
Please check your mailing label for your expiration date and respond when you see that first notice that says “One 
more issue – Please renew today!”  You would not want to miss an issue of Bluebird would you? The membership 
mailing lists for the Journal are compiled between the 10th and 14th of March, June, September and December and 
sent to the printer.  Past those dates we cannot make any changes and missed Journals can be ordered for $7.50 
from Dan at the NABS StoreFront.  We do not want to raise our membership rates and there is a minimal amount 
for operation costs built into our rates above the cost of Journal production.  Your assistance in renewing in a 
timely manner is most appreciated. 
 
Marion quickly learned our database and continual updates, processes new memberships sending out a welcome 
package and happily responds to any queries received at membership@nabluebirdsociety.org   Since compiling our 
data for the last report, we have welcomed 170 new members and processed approximately one thousand 
renewals.  Thanks to all NABS members for your patience if we erred and for sharing your bluebird news 
throughout the year.  We look forward to working with you in 2014! 
 
Awards -  

Chaired by: Anne Sturm 
Members: Greg Beavers, Stan Fisher, and Sherry Linn (ex officio) 

 
I would like to thank the Awards Committee: Greg Beavers, Stan Fisher and Sherry Linn for their thoughtful service 
this year.  We all agree that it is a pleasure to participate in honoring the fine bluebird conservationist that are 
nominated over the years. After you read this report, we urge NABS members to take the time to look at the 
Awards tab on our web page.  Then think about the bluebird conservationists in your area.  You might just find a 
worthy nominee right in your own affiliate.  We love to honor their work and tell their story through the pages of 
the Bluebird. 
 
This year an award for Outstanding Contribution to Bluebird Conservation will be presented to Bob Franz of 
Santa Ana, CA.  Bob became a bluebird nestbox monitor in 1997 with a trail of 19 boxes.  Each year he has 
increased the number of nestboxes he monitors until he now has over 225.  He has recruited, trained, and 
established trails for about 100 new bluebirders.  He has made over 200 nestboxes which he has donated to 
establish new trails.  He was a founding member of the Southern California Bluebird Club.  He arranged for Huell 
Howser to do a TV show on the bluebird activity in Southern California.  It has resulted in attracting hundreds of 
new people into working for the cause of bluebirding.  He has done scores of presentations to youth groups, 
seniors, garden clubs and schools on bluebirds.  Bob helped plan and arrange for the 45th NABS conference in 2012 
in Newport Beach and was the Master of Ceremonies at the event.  He loves bluebirds and has had a very 
significant effect in the dramatic increase of bluebirds in California.   
 
Ron Brenneman of Aiken, SC. will receive an award for Outstanding Contribution to Bluebird Conservation.  
Ron is a certified Wildlife Biologist who has worked in research and conservation projects all over the U.S.  In 1997, 
he and his wife Dori opened Birds and Butterflies, an independent bird retail store.  For sixteen years, he has 
conducted a series of seminars on various wildlife and outdoor related topics, and is a frequent speaker for garden 

mailto:membership@nabluebirdsociety.org
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clubs, civic associations and schools.  The proceeds from his seminars are donated to local wildlife rehab 
organizations.  He has worked extensively in helping injured and abandoned wildlife and fields calls on how to help 
these creatures and get them to Carolina Wildlife Care, Riverbanks Zoo or the Center for Birds of Prey. His first 
bluebird trail was established in 2002.  By 2010, the trail had grown to 71 boxes.  The founding of the South 
Carolina Bluebird Society gave him access to more trail monitors and resources for the 2011 nesting season.  Now 
into its third nesting season, SCBS has 51 trails and 534 nestboxes.  Ron has been a key player in the growth and 
activities of the SCBS. 
 
Stan Fisher of Boyds, Maryland will receive a Lifetime Achievement Award in Bluebird Conservation.   Stan is a 
charter and life time member of NABS.  In 1976, Dr. Zeleny’s book helped him get started with his first trail on his 
five acres, Bluebird Hill Farm.  While working as a physicist, he pursued many activities besides bluebird 
conservation including sports, the Knights of Columbus, church choir, organizing the Red Cross Blood Drive, Master 
Gardeners and many civic associations.  Now retired, Stan is Vice President of the Maryland Bluebird Society and 
the 2013 Chair of the Bluebirds Forever Festival at Blackhills Regional Park. Stan is a Friend of Black Hills Regional 
Park and a Bluebird Monitor in the Maryland National Capitol Parks and Planning Commission Bluebird 
Monitoring Program. Besides his own trail, he monitors a trail in the Model Airplane Park, mentors Poolesville High 
School Global Ecology Students with five nest box trails and three chestnut tree restoration plots. He is a co-
monitor of a trail at Four Streams Golf Course which is working on an Audubon Certification.  Stan is on the Board 
of the Montgomery County Forestry Board and the Board of the Maryland Chapter of The American Chestnut 
Foundation.    
 
Grants -  

Chaired by: Anne Sturm 
Members: Greg Beavers, Kimberly Corwin, Stan Fisher, and Sherry Linn (ex officio) 

 
It has been such a pleasure to work with the NABS Grants Committee:  Greg Beavers, Kim Corwin, Stan Fisher, and 
Sherry Linn.  I extend my sincere appreciation to these hard working, thoughtful members.   I think everyone on 
the committee agrees that we have a most enjoyable job of reading all the interesting research going on with 
bluebirds and other native cavity nesting species.  We continue to value our grant partner, The New York State 
Bluebird Society.  They have grant funds available for worthy research being done on species that nest in New York 
State.  So they asked NABS if they could partner with us on reviewing the grant applications that are received 
through the NABS network.  We are delighted to work with them on funding research grants on native cavity 
nesting species. 
 
Grants distributed in 2013: 
 

• Ashley Morrison, Thompson Rivers University, BC, Canada: “DO MALE MOUNTAIN BLUEBIRDS 
DETERMINE THE LEVEL OF PARENTAL INVESTMENT BASED ON FEMALE PLUMAGE COLORATION?” 

 
• Jessica Fowler, Arkansas State University, Jonesboro, AR, USA: “WINTER NESTBOX USE AND ROOSTING 

GROUP COMPOSITION IN EASTERN BLUEBIRDS (SIALIA SIALIS)” 
 

• Rene Beamonte-Barrientos, Amando Bautista, and Margarita Martinez-Gomez, Center for Behavioral 
Biology, University of Tlaxcala, Mexico:  “ABUNDANCE, REPRODUCTIVE ECOLOGY AND EGG COLORATION 
IN WESTERN BLUEBIRDS BREEDING IN THE NATIONAL PARK. LA MALINCHE, MEXICO”  

 
• Eric Walters and Natasha Hagemeyer, Hastings Reserve, Carmel Valley, CA. USA “INDIVIDUAL MOVEMENT 

AND SPATIAL DYNAMICS IN THE ACORN WOODPECKER” 
 

• Jacob Berl, West Virginia University, Morgantown, WV. USA “NORTHERN NEW YORK AVIAN RESEARCH 
PROJECTS: RED-HEADED WOODPECKER RESEARCH AND AVIAN ROADSIDE MORTALITY “ 
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• John Bender, Seth Magle, and Mason Fidino, Urban Wildlife Institute, Lincoln Park Zoo, Chicago, IL, USA “ 
USING ARTIFICIAL CAVITIES TO ASSESS THE NESTING SUCCESS OF NATIVE CAVITY-NESTING BIRDS IN A 
HIGHLY URBAN AREA’  

 
• Megan Shave, Michigan State University, East Lansing, MI USA: ‘RAPTOR ECOLOGY IN AN ORCHARD 

NESTBOX SYSTEM: POPULATION DENSITY AND DIET’ (American Kestrel) 
 

• Kathryn Martell, MSc, Conservation Specialist, Garry Oak Ecosystems Recovery Team, Victoria, BC, Canada, 
“BRING BACK THE BLUEBIRD PROJECT –REINTRODUCTION OF WESTERN BLUEBIRDS TO BC “ 

 
• Sara Herod, Wildlife Ecology –Texas State University, San Marcos, TX., USA  “THE EFFECTS OF LANDSCAPE 

CHARACTERISTICS ON NESTING ECOLOGY OF CAVITY-NESTING BIRDS” 
 

• Alexandra Bea Bentz, Auburn University, Auburn, Alabama, USA. “CHARACTERIZING THE MECHANISMS 
RESPONSIBLE FOR LINKING A MATERNAL EGG HORMONE TO THE PRODUCTION OF AGGRESSIVE YOUNG 
IN CAVITY NESTING BIRDS” 

 
• Lauren Gillespie, University of Southern Mississippi, Hattiesburg, MS. USA “THE ALTERNATION OF 

BREEDING RESOURCES VIA HUMAN ACTIVITY AND CHEMICAL EXPOSSURE IN A POPULATION OF 
EASTERN BLUEBIRDS”  

 
• Morgan Harris, Appalachian State University, Boone, NC USA “INTER-SPECIFIC COMPETITION BETWEEN 

EASTERN BLUEBIRDS AND TREE SWALLOWS INFLUENCES ON THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN PARENT 
PERSONALITY AND REPRODUCTIVE SUCCESS” 

 
As of January, 2014 there will only be one grant round a year.  Future grant applications will be due on or before 
December 1 of each calendar year. The NABS Grants Committee will review the applications and provide 
recommendations to the Board of Directors for consideration. Having one grant round a year will allow us to judge 
the worthiness of all grant applications at the same time, thus make the best decisions for our limited grant funds.   
 
Facebook -  

Chaired by: Linda Schamberger 
Members: Kathy Kremnitzer and Dan Sparks 

 
Our NABS Facebook page has grown in size by leaps and bounds!   In early 2013 our followers numbered about 
1000 and now in late August we are currently close to 2500 followers. 
 
The early months of spring brought a considerable amount of activity as nesting season approached.  We found 
that many were beginning to use the page for questions about their own personal nesting situations.   They would 
use both the personal (just NABS administrators could see) messaging and public posts to ask questions. 
Throughout the month of June and July there were many issues that were even time sensitive where they would 
post messages such as, "Help!!!   I have 5 day old nestlings and have not seen the parents feed or come to the nest 
since yesterday!  What should I do?"    Others would post questions that were not as time sensitive (about 
predators, nest box designs, feeding bluebirds, etc.).  Often times, when possible, we would direct them to our 
website and fact sheets for reference.  We have a wide range of followers from very experienced bluebirders to 
some who are novice, yet are very interested in learning. 
 
As the nesting season comes to an end for 2013, the page continues to be active with sharing of awesome 
photography and experiences of their nesting season and now juvenile sightings.  
 
I look for the NABS Facebook page to be less active during the Fall and Winter months, but to pick up again in the 
Spring, probably with as much or more activity as our first Spring. 
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2nd VP Community Relations – Jim Burke 
 
The South Carolina Bluebird Society (SCBS) was formed in October 2010. SCBS currently has 190 members and has 
established 51 bluebird trails consisting of 532 nestboxes. Nine of our trails are on school campuses from 
elementary to university. In June 2011 SCBS agreed to host NABS 2013. To grow our membership and membership 
in NABS, we are very active in the local community.  Building a volunteer organization like NABS or a NABS affiliate 
requires a strong marketing effort. Since January we have made 21 bluebird presentations at schools, garden clubs, 
home owner associations, businesses, etc. We also participated in seven community events in 2013. 
 
Cultivate relationships with publications especially the local newspaper: 

Articles about SCBS and NABS have been in these publications in 2013: South Carolina Wildlife, South Carolina 
Living, Bella, The Aiken Standard, Aiken Homes & Gardens, Life in Woodside Plantation and the Aiken Land 
Conservancy Newsletter. 
 
Work with local organizations many of who will provide funding for nestboxes or at least allow access to 
their property while others give you access to large audiences: 
 

• The Hitchcock Woods Foundation has approved a proposal for SCBS to install and monitor 10 Screech Owl 
boxes in the Woods. The Foundation will provide funds for the boxes. We will install these late fall or early 
winter. We will have access to one of the Foundations all-terrain vehicles to monitor the boxes. 

• The Aiken County Historical Museum approved a trail on the museum’s grounds and then installed a photo 
display of Aiken County birds with a special section that SCBS provided on bluebirds. 

• The SC Vocational Rehabilitation Department provided funding for a five box trail on its property. SCBS 
trained employees to be trail monitors and provided them with a trail notebook and monitoring tools and 
supplies. 

• Friends of Hopelands Gardens and Rye Patch funded an 8 box trail on these two connecting properties. 
SCBS members monitor the trail. 

• The Aiken Master Gardeners Association invites us to set up a display at their spring and fall events at the 
Aiken County Farmers’ Market.  

• The Festival of the Woods, an annual event in Hitchcock Woods, provides SCBS with a tent and tables for 
our display. 

• The Aiken Garden Show, a two day event in the spring, provides an opportunity to spread the bluebird 
message to a large audience. 

• The City of Aiken provides tables and chairs for our display and lunch for our volunteers for Earth Day. 
• The Seabrook Island Natural History Group, Seabrook Island, SC, requested a bluebird presentation to kick 

start a program to establish a bluebird trail on the island. SCBS will be working with them in the fall to 
install the trail and train monitors.  

 
 


