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of New Mexico has acquired a bluebird ac-
Livist, Steve McDonald. Steve is the local
naturalist who is working with students at
the College Street Community Schocl who
are building 22 bluebird boxes which they
will put up near Pinos Altos.

The New York Times, Sunday, June 15,
1986, reported on Art ang Susan Gingert’s
Northwest Connecticut Bluebird Trail, in
the area of Cornwall, Sharon and Salisbury.
"“Opening each box is like cpening a pre-
sent,” Mr. Gingert sa:d. “The expectation is
wonderful, and you are usually well reward-
ed by what you find.”

In late winter, Myra Swan of Ava, MG,
called with a brainsicrm. She told me of a
radio auction which would be held in her
area of south-central Missouri and said she
planned to auction off five bluebird feeders.
I wondered why she didn’'t auction nesting
boxes instead. 'Because everyone has their
own hand-built nest boxes here, so no one
would want 16 buy any!"" We were happy (0
cooperate wilh Myra and sc we sent the
feeders; they were auctioned off and raised
a tidy sum for NABS. Myra even borrowed a
tape of the authentic spring song of the
male bluebird so that a wonderful “com-
mercial” was devised and played on the air.
Since the Eastern Bluebird is Missouri’'s
Stale Burd, there was great positive
response.

| certainly hope Myra and all of our
friends can plan to come to 1he Tenth An-
nual Meeting right here in Maryland 18-20
September, 1987. It will te held at the Na-
tional 4-H Center; details are enclosed
separately with this issue of Sialia. You will
have the opportunily 1o meet bluebirders
from across the country. State bluebird
socleties will be there: Upsiate New York
which | believe was first on the sceng,
Mountain Biuebird Trails, Midwest Bluebird
Recovery Committee, the North Carolina
Bluebird Sociely, Bluebirds Across Ver-
mont, and possibly others. The Chic Blue-
bird Sociely joins the group of state
societies as it forms this summer. Reid and
Teresa Caldwell, Dick Tuttle, Bob Orthwein
and Arlene Kunkel are organizing and any
Ohioc readers who are interested can con-
tact the formation commitiee in care of
Reid Caldwell, 152 Moitet, Lucas, OH 44843.

In Montana, Deni Hershberger of
Plains {a past NABS board member), pre-
sented a Certificate of Appreciation to
Andy Harlan, of Trout Creek, MT, for his out-
standing contribution to bluebird conserva-
tion. The Trout Creek bird enthusiast has
distributed over 340 /ndividual boxes; the
bluebirds that took up habitation in them
produced 461 fledglings. Mr. Harlan saig:
“Cbviously | was quite surprised and flat-

tered beyond responding in a very coherent
manner. Even al this iate date there 1s not
much | could add, except to thank you,
Deni, and the North American 8luebird
Soclely.”

With Lhe new season upon us, we hope
that weather conditions will be more
moderate than they were in 1986, especially
in the central and southern states. John
Trott, nature photographer and naturalist at
the Madiera Schocl in Greenway, VA, had
this comment, “I will be mest interested to
know it other Eastern Bluebird trails had a
drop in the number of {ledglings produced
in 198%. | did, and attribute i to the drought.
My capable young entomolcgist friend says
that insects are fewer in the kind of drecught
we had here in late June and through July.
The insect eggs just don’t hatch, so there
was fess food for bluebirds. | did notice that
when rains started in August, there was a
definite increase in nesting activily in the
bluebird population. The nest box program
here has created much interest among
students, facuity, administralion, parents
and alumnae.”

Bluebird conservation received wel-
come coverage in several publications re-
cently. Audubon Workshop, of Northbrook,
IL, and Duncraft, of Pennacook, NH, both
ran afull color picture of bluebirds and gave
NABS' address. National! Gardener
magazine in February printed Diana
Wetherell's article entitled “8ed and Break-
fast for Bluebirds.” Southern Living
magazine prinled a nice account by Diane
Young entitled “A Bird in the Helping
Hand” with photographs in color showing
NABS’ office staff at work and also Larry
Zeleny. These articles have generated many
requesls for the free information NABS
sends out to the general public

Bill Warne, of Willard, NY, wrote in
March that he thinks he may have set a new
world record for nest box occupancy. “l had
just finished setting out the last of eight
new hoxes on my trail and had returned to
my truck abcut 10 yards away. | was just
aboul to open lhe door when | heard a
bluebird singing. | turned loward the sound,
and there was a beautiful male happily per-
ched on the box that | had just set out sing-
ing for all the world to hear." Paula Taylor
of Magnolia, TX, wrote: “Qn February 14
‘our’ pair of bluebirds decided on one of the
six houses on our six acres. We decided it
was the nicest valentine ever!”

As the “season’ waxes and wanes, |
must share with you these lines which were
sent by Courtney R. Eakin, a state park
ranger of Butler, PA:

(Continued on page 119)
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son. The competition for nest boxes
there as well as at my new home
several hours south of the Adiron-
dacks, has always been from Tree
Swallows. My solution is to mount two
boxes in fairly close proximity—say
within 25 to 30 feet of each other. This
way the Tree Swallows will take one and
the bluebirds will still have one for
their slightly later nesting time. This
past summer | had just the two boxes
up and sure enough, we had one family
of swallows and one of bluebirds.
Judy S. Short
Buskirk, New York

Dear Editor:

My love affair with birds dates back
to the 1920’s when | was making
school posters, one of which was
displayed in the post office reminding
people to feed the birds in the winter.

My recent project has been blue-
birds and by monitoring them at least
once a week | have noted some unigue
characteristics. As | open the boxes to
determine the numbers of eggs or
birds, | occasionally find a bird on the
nest that is concentrating on incu-
bating the eggs. When she does not
leave the nest, | sometimes reach in
and gently remove her. She seems o
be in a trance and doesn't try to get
away. | held her in my hand and talk t¢
her for a while, then put her back on the
nest where she stays, and | walk away
thrilled by her beauty and gentle
nature, sort of like having my girl friend
in my arms instead of dreaming of her
from afar.

Wes Morse
Fall River, Kansas

Dear Editor:

| read in a recent issue of the journal
that some readers would like to hear
more from people in the South. Part of
the year we live in west Texas and part
of the year on Lake Texoma in Okla-
homa. | had never seen a bluebira until
four years ago when we started going
to Oklahoma., We put out boxes the
first year but did not have any nest un-
tii the second year. Needless to say, |
fell in love with them at first sight. We

Volume 9, Number 3

now have 13 hoxes out in the surround-
ing area and have gotten six more
farnilies interested. In 1986 our boxes
fledged 37 bluebirds.

We are very blessed with not being
bothered with House Sparrows or star-
lings yet, but we have to watch the
crows. Two of them got two of my baby
bluebirds the day they fledged last year.

Clara Beedy
Kingston, Oklahoma

Dear Editor:

A city gal,” | married a farmer
almost 45 years ago. In all that time, |
never had bluebirds nest here although
| put up boxes every spring. | believe it
was a comoination of too many spar-
rows, agricultural chemicals, and {oss
of natural nesting sites.

You can imagine my great delight
last summer to have a pair nest in a
box in our yard and raise five babies. |
hope and pray they return this year. |
think they are among the loveliest of
God’s winged creatures.

Mildred Brause
Sulphur Springs, Ohic

Dear Editor:

Years ago bluebirds used to build
nests in the vent pipes of outdoor
toilets. About the time we got rural
watler and were able to do away with
outdoor toilets, natural gas furnaces
and water heaters came into wide-
spread use. They also had galvanized
vents with covers, that looked to the
birds just like what they had been us-
ing for years. When they siarted a nest
they would die of asphyxiation and fal!
down inside to the top of the furnace or
water heater. | have personally removed
as many as six deag mature bluebirds
from one furnace in one year and have
talked with many plumbing, heating
and air conditioning shops that have
done the same. Please warn your
readers of this problem. Perhaps then
we would see an increase in the
numboer of bluebirds.

James Dossett
Gilbertsville, Kentucky
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Abee, Horace, article on nesting box,
102

Alberta: Lethbridge trail report, 93-94;
Project Nest Box, 147-150

Amity Lake, NY trail, 71-73

awards for research, 119, 142, 150

Barn Owl nesting boxes, 89-92

Barn Swallows, nest used by bluebirds,
43-44

belligerence by female bluebirds, 49-51

birdhouses. See nesting boxes

Blackburn, Karen: articles on plant-
ings, 18-19, 66-67, 100-101, 140-141;
poem by, 120

blowfly parasitism, 136-138

Bluebird Boosters donations to Sialia,
31

Bluehird Express, 36-37, 74-75, 112-113,
158-159

bluebird houses. See nesting boxes

bluebirds: belligerence among fe-
males, 49-51; cold weather fatal to
nestlings, 63-64; competition with
starlings for nest sites, 45-47; death
of parent affects eggs and young,
103-105; first sighting in 30 years, 51;
nesting in gas ventilator pipes, 96;
nesting in rotted fence post, 60-62;
nesting in used swallow’s nest, 43-
44; parasitism by blowfly, 136-138;
parents reunited with abandoned
nestling, 69; roosting in cold weather,
107-109; self-fighting in truck mirror,
110; starling-proof winter feeding
station for, 58-59; status in MA, 152-
153; winter help for, 7-8, 56-59, 107-
109, 155, worms as feeding-tray
diet, 142

Bluebird Tales, 38-39, 76-77, 114-116,
156-157

bluebird trails. See nesting box trails

Bowie, Hazel A, pcem by, 160

boxes for nesting. See nesting hoxes

“Bring Back the Bluebirds” MI pro-
ject, 20-24

Bruss, Helen, article on bluebird fight-
ing self in mirror, 110

Buffleheads, use of nesting boxes,
123-134

Burke, Patrick J., article on Barn Qwls,
89-92

Volume 9, Number 3

Canadian Bluebird Trail Report, 93-24

Carter, Jimmy, letter, 25

chickadees, meeting with snakes, 105-
108

Chokecherry, as planting, 66-67

Clausen, George, article on starling-
proof feeder, 65

cold weather: fatal to nestlings, 64-64,
feeding bluebirds during, 56-52, 135;
roosting. how to aid birds during,
107-109

Cope, Regina, article on nests in gas
ventilator, 96

Cousineau, Michelle, article on old vs.
new bluebird trails, 83-85

death of parent bluebird, 103-105

Ditman, Henry M., article on seeing
first bluebird, 51

dogwood, as planting, 140-141

Dorber, Sadie, Presidential Points, 2,
42 82 122

ducks, use of nesting boxes, 123-134

Ducks Unlimited, Buffiehead nest box
plan, 132-134 )

Dupree, Delos G.: 1985 Nesting Box Re-
port, 53-56; treasurer’s report, 80

Eastern Bluebirds. See bluebirds

Ellis Bird Farm: cavity nesting pro-
gram, 143-146; nest box trails pro-
gram, 147-150

environmental education, and bluebird
trails, 147-150

European Siarling. See Starling, Euro-
pean

feeding bluebirds: plexigiass feeder,
155; starling-proof feeders, 56-59, 65;
in winter, 7-8, 65; worms in tray, 142

fence posts, nesting in, 60-62

Files, Lillian Lund, article on status of
bluebirds in MA, 152-153

Findlay, John Ill, article on abandoned
nestling, 69

fledglings, 198% nesting box report,
53-56

Gauthier, Giles, articie on Bufflehead
nesting hoxes, 123-128

Goldeneye, Barrow’s, use of nesting
boxes, 124127
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Presidential Points, 2, 42, 82, 122
Purple Martin, management guidelines
for Pacific Coast populations, 9-13

Question Corner, 6, 52, 98, 139

research awards and grants, 119, 142,
150

roosting in cold weather, help for, 107-
109

Rourick, Donna, article on ice cream
carton lids for nesting boxes, 111

Sawyer, Laurance, articie on roosting
in cold weather, 107-109

serviceberries, as plantings, 100-101

Shaniz, Bryan R., article on Ellis Bird
Farm, 143-146

Sharp, Brian, article on Pacific Coast
martins, 9-13

Sialia; Bluebird Boosters’ donations
to, 31; index to Velume 7 {1985), 117-
119

snake-proof nesting boxes, 3-5, 86-88,
99

snakes, meeting with chickadees, 105-
106

sparrows. See House Sparrows

Starling, European: competition with
bluebirds for nest sites, 45-47; nest
box trap for, 15-17; use of duck
boxes, 124-127; winter feeder to
thwart, 65

Swallows: Barn, nest used by blue-
birds, 43-44; Tree, in Alberta, 143-
146

Tennessee biuebird rally, 94

trails. See nesting box trails

Tree Swallows, at Ellis Bird Farm, 143-
146

Virginia Creeper, as planting, 18-19
volunteers, NABS, 32-35

Wace, Orlands, G., poem by, 120

Weil, Susan, article on winter feeding,
155

Wheeler, Bill, articte on Amelia R. Las-
key, 69-70

Wilson, Alexander, poem by, 78-79

wintering birgs: help for, 7-8; plexiglass
feeder for, 155; starling-proof feeder
for, 56-59, 65

worms, as emergency food, 142

Zeleny, Lawrence: article on blowfly
parasitism, 136-138; article on cold
weather fatalities, 83-64; article on
death of parent bird, 103-105; article
cn helping wintering birds, 7-8; Ques-
tion Corner, 8, 52, 98, 139; 70th con-
tinuous year aiding bluebirds, 8, 151

Zerhusen, Peter A_, article on bluebird-
starling nest competition, 45-47

Zoller, Mary, article on nesting box
experiences, 26-30

Prepared for Sialia by Nancy E. MacClintock—Indexes
[ e e = s e e Lt S Do e e =i = e o)

{ELUEBIRD TALES—Continued from
page 113)

Cold and Blue

At times Mother Nature can seem 50 mean,
She took away early fields of green.

What was springlike and warm two days ago,
ls now buried 'neath four inches of snow.
You flew up early from climates warm,

To face these temperatures below the norm.
You must be cold and what will you eat?
Lots of seeds in the feeder, but you prefer meat.
You sit on your limb searching the ground,
But it's cold and white, nc insects around.

I wish you luck; | pray for you.

My bold litlle friend, little friend of blue.

May all of your bluebirds be warm and
PLENTIFUL! |
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Eastern Bluebird Boosters

Ellis C. Adams

Mrs. Jocelyn Alexander
Melissa Allison
Charmaine Bainum

Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. Barillier
Gregory Bathon

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Beach
Mary Beitzel

Anng Bent

Junius and Bea Birchard
Bluebird Society of Bella Vistla
Alfred M. Boehly
Warwick P. Bonsal

Jim C. Boozer

Dr. Robert J. Bradley

Or. Shirl Brunell

Ellen Candelori

Jane C. Chaplin
Chemlawn Services Corp.
Geoffrey A. Corson, M.D.
Michael and Linda Dalton
John G. Davidson

Mrs. Haskell Duncan
James A. Dunn

Beth Eiksiadl

W.K. Estes

Gary and Linda Faraci
Finch Hoellow Center
Patricia Folley

Linda Gabriel

Harriet E. Glealon, M.D.
Kathy Goldsberry
George N. Grant

Dr. Roberta Gray

Briane Grisco

E. Hassebrock

Nancy E. Himes

Richard and Marlys Hjorl
Wilbur O. Huth

Donald E. Jeslek

Pauline Kasserman

Mary L. Kiplinger
Virginia Kost

Don A. Lane

Joan Lane

Aletha J. Lindstrom
James E. Marquardt
Joan and Jim Marsh

Bill McAfee

Uvonne R. McClelland

D.G. Meckley Il

Mr. and Mrs. William Miltigan
Ruby Milner

James G. Moak
William W. Musgrove
Aurelio Nepa, Jr.
David B. Oliver |l
Joseph A. Ondrejko
P. Michael L. Pearson
Constance D. Perry
Mark and Jean Rabe
Henry Rankin, Sr.
Calberine Reno
Marvin B. and Mary C. Rubin
Ernest R. Ruterman

BLUEBIRD BOOSTERS

Diane M. Schmitt

William E. Sefler

Dean E. Sheldon, Jr.

Kay Smith

Mary Jo and Richard Smyth
Joseph Sobolewski

T.J. Stokes

R.H. Swain

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas M. Tait
Charles Richard Watson
Thomas A. White, Jr.

Paul F. Wilson

Alma Winton

Fledgling Bluebird Boosters

Dave and Jan Ahlgren
Eugene A. Armsirong

Arrow Wiring Contraclors, Inc.
Katherine L. Baxter

James R. Baxter

Nile Bowman

Sarah S. Braunwell

Mrs. Hilda E. Bretzlaff
Coburn Britton |

George C. Buzby, Jr.

Phillip L. Carret

Tom and Barbara Chambers
Clifton Community Women's Club
A. Thomas Connolly

Mrs. Malcolm Dorber
Downing Ruritan Club

Mrs. I.N. Duling

Pal Givens

Mrs. George Harmon

Mr. and Mrs. Dennis L. Hayford
Bryan C. Hebbeler

Hilltop Garden Ciub

John R. La Manna, Jr., M.D.
Mr. and Mrs. H.R. Lampshire
Mrs. Marty V. Leonard

W.T. Matlison

Drew McCausland, M.D.
Col. Stephen C. McCormick
Betty H. Mcllwain

J. Kent McNew

David A. Mueller

Mrs. William A. Porter
Dorothy D, Rands

Lois M. Roberts, M.D.

Mark Schmanski

Vincent E. Schneible

Mr. and Mrs. E.B. Sheaff
John W. Skooglund

Herman L. Smith

Pal Soehnien

Mr. and Mrs. Frank A. Tardetle
Richard F. Taylor

Mr. and Mrs. Chris Thoma
Sherry Ullius

Patricia H. Vaughn

Mrs. W.B. Weaver

Jeannie Wright

Nestling Bluebird Boosters

Pearl Aldinger

Mrs. Jo Beneditz

George Bergeron

Mrs. Eloise Braneato
Margaret L. Carlson

Terey N. Chamberlain

Mr. and Mrs. Don R. Cockram
Celos C. Dupree

Frances J. Ehlers

James E. Elliolt

Albert A. Garlhwaite, Jr.
Kathy Goldsberry
Melissa Hill

Mr. and Mrs. Roberl Huey
Mary D. Janetalos

Gigi Knight

Mrs. Edwin Layton

Andy Marek

Mary Jane B. Pearse
Katherine E. Penn

Glenn F. Savage

Doris M. Tomlinson
Joseph A. Wardlow
Lorraine D. Walking

Col. (Ret.) Jack D. Westfall
Brenda J. Wrape

Mountain Bluebird Booster

Betty J. Hartman
Roseanne Olds
Dr. and Mrs. A.F. Plerce

Western Bluebird Booster

Carl R. Carlsen

Allen C. Robinson
Patricia Spielman
Earl C. Turner, Jr.
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