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result in destruction of habitat for the
bluebirds? If one gives farm fields to
such groups, it's best to specify that
hayfields be mowed each year, even if
one gives away the hay, rather than let-
ting the land go wiid and untouched! |
think that's a message we need to
publicize. Some people think that whol-
ly wild is the preferred way for all land
to be, but they need to know this will
result in fewer fields for bluebirds and
others that love sunny meadows. We're
keeping our fields mowed!
Virginia James
Northford, Connecticut

Dear Editor:

At the end of our driveway is an old
fencepost about 4% feet tall with a rot-
ted cavity maybe 6 inches from the top.
In March of '83 | noticed a pair of bluish
birds frequenting the post, but didn't
pay much attention as there is much
bird activity on our 10 acres.

One day my father was visiting and |
mentioned this to him. He said it
sounded like a bluebird, but quickly ad-
ded that he hadn’t seen any in this area
for years. We watched closely that day,
and he decided they were indeed
Eastern Bluebirds. Every spring since,
a pair of bluebirds has shown up here
and claimed the post as home. { tried to
entice them to a nesting box this year
('85), but they seem to prefer the post
as home sweet home.

Do you think this is the same pair
each year returning to the post and, if
50, wouldn't it seem likely that some of
the broods fledged would return also?
As far as | know, no one has seen any
other bluebirds in this area.

Butler, lllinois

Dear iflinois Reader:

Dr. Zeleny addresses your questions
in answering those of another
bluebirder in his “Question Corner' in
this issue.

Dear Editor:
When | was a child | saw a few

Volume 9, Number 2

bluebirds. But since then | can only
remember seeing two. One was here
one day in late winter of '80 or early '81.
t kept saying to myself all that day, ‘i
saw a bluebird.” It was such a thrill.
That year my sister-in-law gave me a
bluebird house. My brother and |
planted it in the snow in February just
so | could watch from my kitchen win-
dow. Since then my sister-in-law gave
me another one.
| had bluebirds locking over the new
house in less than a week. And | believe
| have had at least 40 young bluebirds
raised here. | feel very proud about that.
Sarah M. Heddings
Northumberiand, Pennsylvania

Dear Editor:

We live in the northwestern part of
South Carolina, and it seems to me we
see bluebirds briefly every few weeks
throughout the entire winter. | have the
idea they drop by to ¢heck on their
house, to find out if if it still going to be
available later. | would like to know
where they winter and, in our part of
the country, when should we have our
bluebird boxes ready for them in the
spring?

| read every issue of Siafia from
cover 1o cover, turning first to the
“Question Corner.”

Carcl Ratzlaff
Spartanburg, South Carolina

Dear Carol Ratzlaff:

You are quire correct in your
observation that you seem to see blue-
birds throughout the entire winter.
Eastern Biuebirds winter in the south-
eastern part of the United States. We
normally recommend that boxes be left
up all year and cleaned in late summer
or early autumn after the last brood;
however, if you are erecting hew boxes,
they probably should be in place in
vour part of the country by 1 February
for bluebirds will begin actively check-
ing suitable nest sites as soon as the
weather settles. 7
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Bluebirditis

What makes it so enchanting,
How is the lifeblood stirred
To see it earthward slanting,
The diminutive bluebird?

Could it be its blueness
That captivates the eye,
That unexpected “hueness”
That suddenly flies by?

Could it be its warble

That lilts upon the ear,

That sounds like so much garble,
But stirs the soul to hear?

Could it be its pertness

That takes one by surprise,
That dipping darting curtness
That tells its enterprise?

Could it be its tameness
That is so appealing,

That demeanor s0 blameless
And yet so revealing?

Could it be the devotion

That it displays toward its young,
Brooding, then always in motion
To provide when dinnerbell’s rung?

Could it be its rareness,

For many yet know it not,
While those who in awareness
First sighting have not forgot?

Could it be all of these

With which they delight us,
Smiting us with the disease
That’s cailed “bluebirditis’?

Henry M. Ditman

volume 9, Number 2 79
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Eastern Bluebird Boosters

Mrs. Jocelyn Alexander
Melissa Allison

Milton W. Arnold
Charmaine Bainum
Mrs. Robert Bainum
Suzan Baker

Dr. Marion Baker

Dr. James M. Barr
Junius and Bea Birchard
Stan Blezinski

Robert P. Bodine

Jim C. Boozer

Shelba Brake

Joan Campbell

Mr. and Mrs. Floyd Chase
John G. Davidsen

Mr. and Mrs. Edward DePaoli
Dr. Dennis Dukes

Mrs. Haskell Duncan
Glenn D. Eddington
Theodore L. Felsentreger
Finch Hollow Center
Elwood L. Fisher

Mrs. Irene S. Frantz
Mrs. Richard Gambrill
Joseph C. George

W.M. Gignilliat

Harriet E. Glealon, M.D.
George N. Grant

Morris M. Green, Jr.
Mrs. Lewis B. Harder
Jane and George Hausch
Mr. H. Boyd Holsapple
Earl M. Hubbard

James D. Hunt

Ann Jennings

John M. Judy
Mary-Margarel Kellogg
Stan Lathrop

George W. Laub

John J. Lenhart

Avis N. Levie, Jr.
Aletha J. Lindstrom

Ms. Felicia Lovelett
Mrs. Betty H. Mcllwain
Karen 8. Metz

Kennelh M. Nagler
Janel B. O'Neal

George P. O'Neii

David B. Oliver, I

John C. Oliver, Jr.
Joseph A. Ondrejko

P. Michagl L. Pearson
Canstance D. Perry
Mark J. Raabe

Eula H. Sanders

Mrs. Sherry Schencker
Ms. Annelte Ely Smith
Myra J. Swan

The Madeira School
Jane Merrifield Ungar
Susan J. Walker

Robert R. Welbemn
Cleo J. Whaley

Mary L. Wiss, M.D.
Lance D. Wood

R. Edward Zimmerman, Jr.

BLUEBIRD BOOSTERS
Fledgling Bluebird Boosters

Dave and Jan Ahlgren
C.E. Aldrich

Mr. Michael Brake

Sarah §. Braunwell

Mrs. Hilda E. Bretzlaff
Coburn Britton

George C. Buzby, Jr.
Juliamay Campbell
Phillip L. Carret

Tom and Barbara Chambers
Clifton Community Women's Club
A. Thamas Gonnolly

Mrs. Coleman Donaldsaon
Mrs. Malcolm Dorber
D.M. Doumanian
Downing Ruritan Club
Patricia A. Dubois

Dunes Calumet Audubon Society
Mrs. Paui J. Eakin
Josephine Golner
Corinne Grim

Mrs. George Harmon

Mr. and Mrs. Dennis L. Hayford
Bryan C. Hebbeler
Hilitop Garden Club
Loran Hordgren

Norma Johns

Pauline Kasserman
Harold W. King

Mr. and Mrs. D.E. Kirk
Valerie B. Kitchens

John W. Kooglund
Robert E. Kramer

Harry Krueger

Mrs. .N. Kuling

John R. LaManna, Jr., M.D.
George Luce

Mr. W.T. Mattison

Drew McCausland, M.D.
John W. McNall

J. Kent McNew

Adele Morris

David A. Muelier

Marvin Perry

Mr. William A. Porter
Larry A. Putt

Mrs. H.L. Raymond

Lois M. Roberts, M.D.
Mr. Bob Robinson
Nicholas P. Sarelas
Vincent €. Schneible
Mr. and Mrs. E.B. Sheaff
Charles W. Siegel

T.W. Smith

Mrs. Donald M. Smith
Thomas D. Smith
Herman L. Smith

Pat Scenlen

Mrs. Patricia A, Soose
Mr. M.P. Swingle

Mr. and Mrs. Frank A. Tardette
Richard F. Taylor

Chris Thama

Mrs. Albert Tilt

Mrs. Halden C. Totlen
Helen M. Turner

Sherry Uilius

Mrs. W.B. Weaver

Mrs. Peter Weil

Dr. and Mrs. Claude Workman
Jeannie Wright

Nancy Yaun

Western Bluebird Boosters

Terry Barnes

Mrs. Irene E. Hall
Verl M. Krick

Mrs. Helen Matelson

Nestling Bluebird Boostars

Frances P. Aaroe
Marig A. Battle

Susan D. Beach

Mrs. B.M. Bishop

Mrs. Juiie Braun
Barbara Brill

Vernon W. Byer

Roy Campbell

R.E. Cloar

Robert C. Collins
Delos C. Dupree

Wes Egli

Frances J. Ehlers
Ethelreda C. Fesmire
Meade Flinn

Margaret E. Fry

Albert A, Garthwaite, Jr.
Donald Grimsley
Agnes K. Hauser

J. Henderson

Mary D. Janetatos

Mrs. H.A. Langhaus
Audrey Lobdell

Judy McKonly

Karen §. Metz

Gerald W. Newman
Robert A. Nichols

Mr. and Mrs. Aubrey Owen
Mary Jane B. Pearse
Glenn F. Savage

Mrs. B.A. Schwartz
Alan and Cynthia Scott
Dorene H. Soriven
Bruce Shock

Mrs. Robert T. Shone
Miss Diana K. Small
Jack Stewart

Mrs. Arthur Stringfellow
The Lechter Family
Richard Tomaselli

Mrs. Shirley |. Unger
Mr. and Mrs. Nelson C. Vestal, Jr
David Welch

Sue Westlund

Betty Jo Wetherbee
Paul Williams

Mountain Bluebird Booster

Myrene McCollum
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