


Ice Cream Carton Lids Shade Plastic Jug Boxes

Donna Rourick

In order to provide some shade for
my plastic jug boxes to reduce the in-
side temperature, | make roofs from the
lids of 5%z quart pails of ice cream. The
lids are 8%z inches in diameter. They are
large enough to shade and keep rain
from the entrance hole as well as cover-
ing part of the rest of the jug.

| measure in about 2% inches
from one edge (Fig. 1} for the center of
the hole which is cut out to fit over the
jug’s opening. Use the top or the cap of
the jug for a pattern and draw around
it. Cut the hole slightly smaller than
this mark. Force the lid over the threads
of the jug and replace the cap. Paint
the lid along with the jug. | have had
some probtem with paint peefing and
would appreciate any suggestions as
to how to prevent it.

| had five or six plastic jug boxes
on my trail last year and fledged four
bluebirds from one. | have had no prob-
lems with House Sparrows claiming
them so far and that is a real plus in
my area. | am adding another 15 plastic
boxes this season. Most of them are
used as a second box near a wooden

one.

Another tip that may be useful: |
use nylon hose to tie the handle of the
jug to a steel post. The nylon conforms
to the shape of the post and makes the
box very secure. | then wire it below the
handle for further stability. [ |

RR #1
Wiota, 1A 50274

Fig. 1. Ice Cream Carton Lid for Plastic
Jug Box
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Dear Editor:

A study of the nesting record of a
pair of bluebirds nesting near our resi-
dence in 1985 disclosed the following:
If a careful record is kept of the date
the last egg of any clutch is faid, the
young birds will leave the nesting box
on almost exactly the same date the
following month. It may be one day
earlier or one day later because some
months have 30 days and others 31.

Morris Green, Jr,
Walkersville, Maryland

Dear Editor:

Our method of control is to let the
female House Sparrow build her nest
and lay her eggs and then destroy the
whole thing. After a couple of tries, she
will get discouraged and go elsewhere,
or perhaps the urge to reproduce is
gone. It works for us.

H.and L. Poulter
Shenandoah, Virginia

Dear Editor:

| would like to reestablish bluebirds
in New Jersey where | own 11 acres of
wooded land.

FPlease send me all of the available
information on bluebirds and informa-
tion on where and how | could obtain
two or more pairs of breeding blue-
birds, youngsters, or bluebird eggs io
start this project.

Besides loving these little feathered
insectivores, I'm a breeder of homing
pigeons.

Sandor Gaspar
Bound Brook, New Jersey

Dear Mr. Gaspar:

Sorry, bluebirds cannot be bred like
pigeons. Federal and state laws pre-
clude possession. Erecting nesting
boxes in the correct habitat, monitor-
ing them carefully to prevent occupa-
tion by House Sparrows, and the plant-
ing of native berry-bearing trees and
shrubs are all methods by which blue-
birds can be aided.

Volume 8, Number 3

Dear Editor:
| am enclosing a clipping from this
year's “Gardener's Supply Co.” cata-
logue in which they, once again, tout
their “exclusive” Red Spheres that trap
apple maggot flies. (An apple-like
sphere is coated with an adhesive sub-
stance.) Unfortunately, the spheres are
also killers of songhirds which become
stuck to the surface and die horribly
there.
| have written to the company urging
them to discontinue the product or, at
the very least, place a warning on them
about the risk to our songbirds. Please
publish a warning in Sialfa.
Ehrenberg
Rochester, Minnesota

Dear Editor;

| made a very interesting and tragic
observation in one of my bluebird
houses in the early summer of 1984,
While observing the male bluebird
bringing food to the mother sitting on
the nest, a female Red-cockaded
Woodpecker stuck her head in the hole
of the nesting box and kilied the mother
bluebird by pecking a hole in her head.
| would like to know how | can discour-
age this type of cannabalism without
having to declare war on all sapsuck-

ers and woodpeckers.
J.S. Pilkington
Riverside, Alabama

Dr. Zeleny answers as follows:

Dear Mr. Pilkington:

Your observation of @ Red-cockaded
Woodpecker killing a female bluebird
on jts nest is believed to be unigue. in
fact, we have never before heard of any
species of woodpecker behaving in
this manner. Even if this should prove
to be a common habit of the Red-cock-
aded it could hardly be considered a
serious threat to the bluebird because
of the rarity and very restricted range
of this woodpecker. We have heen to/d,
however, of instances where bluebirds
have taken possession of nesting cav-
ities that Red-cockaded Woodpeckers
had so laboriousty hewn in living trees &

113
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ated by Joe Hurst near Port Stanley on Lake
Erie... Ross James said the mountain-east.
ern hybrid ¢cccurs sometimes where the
ranges overlap on the prairies.” The Jan-
vary-February issue of Idaho Wiudiite fea-
tures “"Welcoming ldahc's Bluebirgs Back
Home” by Clarice Herrmann. The article
mentions Al Larson of Boise and his “107
nesbing boxes on trails rear Silver Cily." It
also features the work of Al and Mary Perry,
also of Boise. Clarence Hagerman of Pine-
nurst, D, bands tluekirds and has enlisted
the help of his daughter, Donna, who lives
in Nevada which, hke |gaho, boasts the
Mountain Bluebird as its official state bird.

The April 1986 issue of USAir s maga-
zine featured an article by John Doria en-
titled “*‘Bluebirds Are Coming Back.” NABS’
address was given and hundreds of inquir-
ies have been received. Some individuals
ask 1o be put in touch with NABS charter
member Berestord Procter, of Mamaroneck,
NY, who has built boxes and promoted blue-
bird conservation for many years.

in one USAIr response, Tom Smith, of
Surickley, PA, remarked on the work of
Oliver Smith, also of Surickley, and asked
for NABS information for himself and for
Mr. Smith, not realizing that Oliver Smith
has been along-time NABS aclivist!

The Mother Earth News containeg a
bluebird article giving NABS’ address,
which prompted Berks County (PA} Prison
Warden George A. Wagner to ask for the
Society’s mformation on bluebird conser-
vation procedures. | ¢an’t think of a finer
way to work toward rehabilitation—of the
prison population and the bluebird popu-
lation.

William G. Themas, cutdoor education
teacher at Romulus (Ml} Junior High School
sent word of being “able to begin a project
to help restore the bluebird” through his
classes there.

Many bluebirders are devoted to pro-
viding on a large scale the most needed
basic element in tluebirds’ lives: housing.
Among those whose names have recently
surfaced are Joe Suess of Brookeville,
MD, John Davidsen, of Dickerson, MD, Ed
Weaver, of Perry, GA, C.H. Clevenger, of
Winchester, VA, Jerry Newman, of Rising
Sun, MD, Milam Cater, of the Culpeper
(VA} Baptist Retirement Communily, R.J.
Bradley, of Charlottesville, VA, and Clif
Grant, of Columbia, MD.

Bluebirders who promote NABS and
who have recently come to my altention
are Bob and Carol La Pres, of Twin Lake,
MT, and Fran Libertare, of Germantown,
MD. Christine Schaefer, active in the Mun-
cy, Pennsylvania Bluebird Rescue Commit-

tee, sent an article from The Luminary
{February 1986).

Aemaining unknown is nol the melhed
employed by Dave Pardee, Ellicott City,
MD, NABS Board Member, who (s alse an
official of the National Wildlife Federation
Since Dave correctly perceives the natural
magnetism of bluebird conservation, he has
chosen this aspect of conservation 1o
launch s new National Audubon chapter,
A foremost objective has been the installa-
tion of hundreds of nesting boxes along
central Maryland’s Interstate Highway 70
belween Ellicolt City and Frederick. Assisl-
ing in supplying boxes were John Sullivan’s
Fulton-based Boy Scout Troop 787, using
lumber supplied by James Russell, of
Laurel, MD.

A mainstay of NABS educational ef.
fort is the NABS Speakers Bureau. The con-
tinuing efforts of Bob Schutsky cause great
anticipation in the Downingtown. PA, area.
For six years now the children of Uwchlan
Hills Schooil have eagerly responded to
“Mr. Bob coming out to tell us about blue-
birds!” Emil Klanchar and Al Goga of lhe
Irwin, PA, area, spoke to the children of Cal-
vary Christian School. Principal Thomas By-
erty writes, “Four of the children received
bluebird houses as gifts and were so thrilled
with them. Thank you so much for making
this type of program available to schools.”
In Statesborc, GA, Mr. and Mr. Edgar God-
frey reacned the “Mr. and Mrs. Garden
Club,” while in Birmingham, AL, John Find-
lay continues his bluebird conservation
campaign, even getting his work mentioned
in the Neighbors, a publication of the Ala-
bama Farm Bureau. Susan Cross of Lex-
ington, KY, gave the program to severai
groups. She alse has an appeal for blue-
birders to monitor her trails.., “two 25 box
trails {5 miles apart) that have been aban-
doned by researchers in eastern Kentucky
{Breathitl County). It is a prolific trail—ap-
proximateiy 250 eggs laid per season, but
snake prec¢ation and vandaiism require at-
tention by some willing trail monitor. Per-
haps you could publish my plea.” Nancy
Purdy of Hentage Hills in Somers, NY, gave
the slide prcgram to eager audiences, as
did Ken Angle in Rohersville, MD. Betty
McCormack of Kearneysville, WV, says the
slide program as she gave it 1o the Mar-
tinsburg Velerans Administration Medical
Center was enthusiastically received.
Ranger-naturalist Anthony Fraundorf of
Goshen, TN, says, “‘Continue your work in
developing this stewardship for our earth.”

Mary Kassenbrock of Goshen, IN, told
a tale with a humorous twist. “I've recently
moved into a delightful rural neighborhood
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Index to Volume 7 (1985) of Sialia

arthropods in nests, 98-99

Avery, Lorian, J., poem by, 40

awards: John and Norah Lane, 33, 153-154;
presentation of, photos, 153-155; Re-
search, 33, 95, 155; Lawrence Zeleny, 33,
155

Aylesworth, Art, article on bluebird-swallow
death struggle, 14

Barred Owl nest hox, 133-135

hehavior of bluebirds: death struggle with
swallow, 14; flight into house with deco-
rated Christmas tree, 149, 155; migra-
tion, 131-138; pecking self in picture
window, 72-73; unusual nesting in under-
brush, 147-149

Belay, Donna 5., article on Christmas bird,
149, 155

Bell, Sue, article on own aid 1o bluebirds,
70-71

bibliography on bluebirds, 106

birdhouses. See nesting boxes

Bishop, Rena, article on transferred nest-
lings, 141-144

Blackburn, Karen, articles on plantings, 12-
13, 64-65, 100-104, 136-137

Black Tupelo, as planting, 136

Bluebird Express, 36-37, 7677, 112-113,
156-157

bluebird houses. See nesling boxes

bluebirds: bibliography on, 108; Christmas
visit by, 149, 155; death struggle with
swallow, 14, enemies of, 57-58, 69, 71,
105-106; female hattles self in window,
72-73; fitm on, 116; migration by, 131-132;
nesting in underbrush, 147-149; popula-
tion density in southeast U.5., 3-10;
schoolteacher's aid to, 70-71; Texas haz-
ards to, 69, 71

Bluebird Tales, 38-39, 78-79, 114-115, 158-
159

bluebird trails. See nesting box trails

hoxes for nesting. See nesting boxes

Braun, Katharine M., poems by, 74-75

Brinkerhoff, Elva, obituary, 68

Brown Creeper, nesting box use, 52-53

Caldwell, F. Reid, article on sign-mounted
boxes, 43-47

Canada: drainage system trail, 140-141;
nesting box report, 103-104; paired nest-
ing boxes, 55-56

cavity neslers: House Wrens, 57-58; slide
show on, 118
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chemicals, use as pesticides, 17-25
Christmas, bluebird enters home at, 149,
155

Davis, Jerry W., arliclie on snags, 83.90

Dorber, Sadier and NY Slate Bluebird Week,
photo, 82; Presidential Points, 2, 42, 82,
109, 122

Dupree, Delos G.. article on popuiation
density, 3-10; 1984 nesting box report, 51-
54; treasurer’s report, 80

Eastern Bluebirds: population density in
southeast, 3-10; see al/s0 bluebirds

Eastern Red Cedar, as planting, 12-13
Elt Owls, nesting box use, 53
enemies of bluebirds, 57-58, 89, 71, 105-106

Eurcpean Starlings: feeding station to foil,
91-95; trap for, 47-49

feeding station for winter, 91-85
film on bluehirds, 116

fire ants, predation by, 69

forest snags, management of, 83-90

Gardiner, Ken, article on paired boxes, 55-
56

Giilis, Ear!, article on spacing of boxes,
123-130

Green, Morris M., Jr., article on winter feed-
ing station, 91-95

hackberry, as planting, 64-65

Hanes, Franc¢es, article on battling House
Sparrows, 107

Henderson, Carrol L., article on Barred Owl
nest box, 133-135

houses for bluebirds. See nesting boxes

House Sparrows: methods for battling, 107;
net for removal from boxes, 59-62

House Wrens, as bluebird enemies, 57-58

index to Volume 6 (1984) of Sialia, 117-119

International Fund for Animal Welfare,
grant to NABS, 71

Jackson, Jerome A.: article on parasite con-
trol, 98-99; article on peslicides, 17-25
Janetatos, Mary: Bluebird Tales reports on
NABS activities, 3839, 78.79, 114-115,
158-159; report on 7th Annual NABS
Meeting, 29-31; report on 8th Annual
NABS Meeling, 151-153; thank you to
volunteers, 34-35

Japanese honeysuckle, as planting, 100-101
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Verdigris Coulee trail, 140-141
Vickio, Rachel F., poem by, 160
volunteers, NABS, 34-35

Warren, Kristin, poem by, 120

Walls, Martha, article on air-conditioned
nesting box, 108-109

Western Bluebird: dealh sitruggle with
swallow, 14; double and 1riple nesting
gox spacings for, 123-130; see also bjue-

irds

Wildlife Tree signs, 87

Willis, Edna B., poem by, 40
winler feeding station, 91-95
wrens, as bluebird enemy, 57-58

Zeleny, Lawrence: article on bluebirg ene-
rmies, 105-106; article on House Wrens,
57-88; article on hole size for Mounlain
Bluebirds, 11, 16; article on migration,
131-132; article on nesling box location,
18-16; Question Corner, 28, 50, 96, 138

Zeleny Award, 33, 154155

Prepared tor Stalia by Nancy E. MacClintock—Indexes

NABS RESEARCH GRANT AWARDS

The North American Bluebird Society is proud to announce the pre-

sentation of the third annual research grant awards. The 1986 recipi-

enis are as follows:

BLUEBIRD GRANT

Anthony J. Savereno

Topic: Movements
Bluebirds.

R. Craig Hensley

Topie: Predation of Eastern Bluebird Nz-
Based on Nestbox Location.

GENERAL GRANT
Jeffrey R. Waters

and Habitat

Use of Juvenile Eastern

« by Black Rat Snakes

e

Topic: A Comparative and Experimenta!l Study of the Nesting
Habitat of a Cavity-Nesting Bird Community.

Gregg Zuberbier

Topic: Effects of Blowfly Larvae on Neslling Passerines in both
Laboratory and Natural Environments.

Barry Bermudez

Topic: Development ¢f a House Sparrow/Starling Proof Nest Box
Design that is Acceptable to Native Cavily Nesters.

STUDENT GRANT

Karen J. Wilson

Topic: Validating a Pileated Woodpecker Habitat Suitability In-
dex Model for the Northern Rocky Mountains.

The North American Bluebird Society annualiy provides research
grants in aid for ornithological research directed toward cavity
nesting species of North America with an emphasis on the genus
Siafia. Information and application materials are available from
Theodore W. Gutzke, Research Commitiee Chairman, P.O, Box 121,
Kenmare, North Dakota 58746.

Volume 8, Number 3 119
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Eastern Bluebird Boostars

William M. Albright
Eugene A. Armstrong
Milton W. Arnold

Mrs. Robert Bainum

Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Battie
Robert P. Bodine

Algred M. Boehly

Warwick P. Bonsal, Jr.
Bowaler Carolina Company
Dorothy Bruton

Marvin Carkhuff

Carolina Power & Light
Mrs. Malcolm G. Chace, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Davis
George W. Denton

Lillian Lund Files

Douglas Flood

Mr. and Mrs. Grady 5. Grigsby
Elsie M. Ham

L. Edward Haws, Jr.
Richard and Marlys Hjorl
Betty J. Hudkins

Mr. and Mrs. J.L. Hullgren
Kenneth W. Jacobs, Jr.
Charlotte and W.S. Jernigan
Dr. and Mrs. M. Klaven

Mr. and Mrs. H.R. Lampshire
Neva Lattanzio

Robert J. Laveli

Ms. Felicia Loveletl

Mr. and Mrs. N.T. Marlen
Richard McGovern

Mrs. Betty H. Mcllwain
John C. Cliver, Jr.

CM.E. Paine

Dr. W.W. Pearson

P. Michael L. Pearson

Mrs. Lois Pieper

Mrs. Nancy M. Purdy

Mark J. Raabe

Catherine Reno

Roger E. Roberis
Mrs.Margarel Schroeder
Betty Shaull

Allen . Sternilzky

Roberl K. Sutton

Terra Sludios

Eva Young

Olive and Lawrence Zeleny

Western Bluebird Boosters

Theo Haugen
William E. Sefler

BLUEBIRD BOOSTERS

Fledgling Bluebird Boosters

Mr. Michael Brake

Thomas D. Brower

Mrs. Scot Butler

Callaway Gardens

Juliarmay Campbell

Robert M. Collins

W.S. Davidson

John P, Dekoker

Mrs. Coleman Donaldson

Mrs. Leslie Douglas

Patricia A. Dubois

Dunes Galumet Audubon
Sociely

Matthew J. Eckman

Earl R. Gillis

Kathy Goldsberry

Miss Frances Hanes

Betty J. Hartman

Jane and George Hausch

Mr. and Mrs. Dennis L. Hayford

Mrs. Cornelius J. Howard

Pauline Kasserman

Rose Marie Lanpher

Dana Robert Link

George Luce

Frank and Marjorie Lyon

Ms. Betty Major

Mr. W.T. Mattison

Mrs. J.J. Mercon

Thomas Morris

Loran Nordgren

Marvin Parry

R.C. Plank

Mark Schmanski

T.W. Smith

Margaret L. Snyder

Anne Sturm

Richard F. Taylor

Chris Thoma

Mrs. Albert Tift

Lee D. Uxley

Charles Richard Watson

Dr. and Mrs. Claude Workman

Nestling Bluebird Boosters

Frances P. Aarce

Ellis C. Adams

Mrs. Christine B. Ammons
Marie A. Battle

Susan D. Beach

Anne Bent

W.S. Davidson

Belly and Chuck Dupree
Elizabelh Fenwick

George N. Grant

Betly J. Hartman

Mrs. Carolyn Heffron

Nolan and Rosamond Hughes
J. Robert Jackson

Sallie Jackson

Mary D. Janelatos

Deborah Jones

Audrey Lobdell

Karen S. Melz

Gerald W. Newman

Mrs. R.H. Paimoare

Hazel M. Phillips

Mrs. B.A. Schwartz

Dorene H. Scriven

Ralph M. Shook

Charles W. Siegel

Mr. and Mrs. William Swann
Joseph G. Tait

Ruth C. Tevis

Mr. and Mrs. Jacque D. Valiier
Mi. and Mrs. Nelson C. Vestal, Jr.
David Welch

William Wheeler

Wallace W. Wilkens, Jr.
John D. Wilson
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