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Society Launches Special Box Monitoring Project

The North American Bluebird Society
has established a special box monitoring
project to enlist the support of trail monitors
and volunteer researchers to assist in find-
ing answers to a number of questions relat-
ing to nesting success of bluebirds and
other cavity nesting species.

Because there is considerable dedica-
tion on the part of Society members, it is
hoped that solutions may be found to some
problems through concerted volunteer ef-
forts.

NABS has budgeted limited funds t¢
help defray the cost of investigation by trail
monitors who are working on approved pro-
jects. The amount of funding will vary from
$50 to $100. These funds will help to defray
the cost of specialized supplies or
materials that might te required but are not
intended as reimbursement for mileage,
meals, etc.

The foliowing categories will be eli-
gible for consideration:

1) Nest site competition

A. One of the most serious deterrents to
successful bluebird conservation is nest
site competition from House Sparrows, an
alien species. Possible solutions include
the use of open-topped nesting boxes,
plastic jugs, and nesting box height experi-
mentation.

B. Competition is also posed by native
cavity nesting species. The Society is look-
ing for methods by which two or more of
these species can live compatibly in the
same habitat.

2) Hole and nest box size for Mountain

Bluebirds

Conflicting evidence supporlis possible
re-design of nest box size and change of en-
trance hole to accommodate Mountain
Bluebirds.

3} Climbing predator control

Simple and inexpensive methods are
sought to control losses from climping
predators.

4) Mortality in nesting boxes

Of particular concern is mortality of
adult Tree Swallows found dead in nesting
boxes. This category also may include pro-
jects investigating possible pesticide con-
tamination and mortality from ingestion of
insecticide-poisoned insects; mortality
from agricultural spray contact and mortalr-
ty from use of wood preservative-treated
lumbar for boxes.

5) Safe methods for controlling parasites,
wasps, bees, and ants in nesting boxes
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Various insecticides have been used
for this purpose, but their safety has not
been established for this use. Alternatives
have been proposed including nest box re-
design and replacement of infesled nests
with artificial nests.

6] Hanging nesting boxes

Though hanging nesting toxes have
generally been regarded as unacceptable to
bluebirds and, therefore, not recommended,
there is some reported success with them.
Investigations should include support
design and predator ¢control success.
7y Decline of nesting success of Great

Crested Flycatcher

Certain cavity nesting species, such as
the Great Crested Flycatcher, appear to be
in serious trouble because of competition
from starlings. Confirmation s needed to
determine whether a nest hole entrance of
1-9/18 inches is acceplable.

Many people are already involved inin-
vestigations to find solutions to these prob-
lems; you are encouraged to submit your
proposals for review. Both new and ongoing
projects wiil be considered.

Requests for stipends :n the range of
$5C to $100 for projects related to the above
calegories should be summarized in a one
page proposal {if possible). In addition to a
clear statement of the problem, also in-
clude justification, objectives, background,
methods, supplies, and schedule. Pro-
posals will be evaluated by a review com-
mittee. Mail project proposals to

Richard .J. Dolesh
17800 Croom Road
Brandywine, Maryland 20613.

Committee Heads Appointed

President Sadie Dorber has named
the following individuals to committee
chairmanships for the coming year:

Awards Committee—Anne T. Sturm

By-laws Committee—Mark Raabe

Development Committee—David
Pardoe

Education Committee—Bryan Shantz

Historian—Bob Bodine

Nominating Committee—Lillian Files

Research Committee—Theodore W.
Gutzke

Special Projects Committee—Richard
J. Dolesh
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Awards Presented

t its annual meeting NABS pre-

sents awards to individuals and
groups who have made outstanding
contributions to bluebird conserva-
tion. If you would like to nominate an
individual, group, or organization for
consideration by the Awards Commit-
tee, please send a letter documenting
the work of your nominee to Anne

Sturm, Awards Committee Chair-
woman, Box 341, Barnesville, MD
20703,

The JOHN AND NORAH LANE
AWARD for an outstanding contribu-
tion to bluebird conservation by an in-
dividual was made to the following
persons:

Reber Layton of Jacksen, MS, author
of The Purple Martin and 30 Birds That
Will Build in Bird Houses and organ-
izer of an outstanding campaign for
bluebird conservation centering in
Jackson, MS. He bhas inspired many
Mississippians to take up the blue-
birds’ cause.

Richard M. Tuttle of Delaware, OH,
who, as a public school teacher, has
taught bluebird conservation to thou-
sands of children. He devised a simple
plan for constructing a bluebird nest-
ing box from 3 feet of 1 inch by 1G inch
pine board. This plan was integrated
into the brochure *“Hit the Trail for
Bluebirds"” authored by Dick and pub-
lished by the Chio Department of
Natural Resources, Division of Wild-
life. Dick also compiled the NABS slide
program. He has served as Slide Pro-
gram Coordinator, Beard Member, and
Education Chairman.

Edward Robinson of Wawanesa,
Manitoba, who assisted John Lane in
the early days of the Brandon Junior
Birders. He compiled bird migration
records for more than 65 years and is a
life member of the Manitoba Natural-
ists.

Edwin T. McKnight of Washington,
DC, who has maintained exiensive
bluebird trails in rural Maryland and
Virginia for many years. He has kept
meticulous records of these thousands
of nestings.
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The LAWRENCE ZELENY
AWARD for outstanding contribu-
tions to bluebird conservation by an
organization was given to the following
two groups:

The Jackson Audubon Society (JAS)
which supported and extended the
efforts of Reber Layton in prometing
bluetrird conservation. JAS also active-
Iy stimulated bluebird awareness and
provided support for the North Amer-
ican Bluebird Society. They were in-
strumental tn making bluebird con-
servation a statewide cause in Missis-
sippi.

The Ohio Division of Wildlife (ODW)
for following through on the ideas and
innovations of Dick Tuttle. The ODW
produced a 12 minute videotape cover-
ing the bluebird’'s life cycle and the
operation of a bluebird trail. They also
initiated a program 1o provide bluebird
nesting cavities along limited access
highways threughout Chio.

The RESEARCH AWARD for an
outstanding contributiocn to biuebird
conservation was presented to T.
David Pitts, PhD, who is a professor at
the University of Tennessee in Martin,
TN. Dr. Pitts did his doctoral work on
bluebirds. He credits Amelia Laskey
{last year's Research Award recipient}
with inspiring him 1o concentrate on
bluebirds in his research, ]

WANTED: Back Issues of Sialia

Don't discard back issuves of Sialia!
If, for any reason, you cannot keep past
copies of the bluebird journal return
them and claim a tax deductien of
$2.50 for each.

Many new members desire complete
sets of back issues which we are
unable to supply. Copies of Volume
11,2 and Volume 3.2 are particularly
needed. Mail back issues to head-
quarters;

North American Bluebird Society

Box 6295

Silver Spring, MD 20906-0295
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Thank You, Volunteers!

When the North American Blue-
bird Society was founded in 1978, there
were many generous persons ready to
help the new organization hatch and
fledge. Since that time, people have
continued to furnish support for the
Society’s activities in many ways. Re-
cruiting new members is one way.
There is a vast network of people at-
tracting new members through casual
conversation and gift memberships.
Across the continent, like so many par-
ent bluebirds, are the members of the
NABS' Speakers’ Bureau giving sus-
tenance to the Society by providing in-
formation and feeding in a constant
flow of new members. Although these
speakers are 100 numerous to list here,
the Society could not do without them
any more than baby bluebirds could do
without insects.

The past and present officers and
members of the board are another
group of individuals who are a great
asset to the Society. They search for
funding for major research and educa-
tional projects and attend far-flung
hoard meetings. Remarkable among
this year's efforts were the following:
Anne Sturm, NABS' Past-President,
Former Secretary and Board Member
who worked on the Awards Committee,
the Development Committee, and the
Film Committee. Anne also recruited
Nelson Hoye, who gave NABS the ben-
efit of his consulting experience on the
Film Committee. Dettie Foy sur-
mounted many difficulties as NABS’
first Historian. One result of her labors
is a travelling scrapbook. Other Board
Members generously lent their exper-
tise above and beyond the minimum re-
quired. Cut-going President, Lillian
Files, did an outstanding job of deal-
ing with a number of knotty problems
during her term of office. As a special
way of saying thank you, we are print-
ing below a poem submitted by Margery
Knisley, a friend and neighbor of Lil’s.

The Bluebird’s Song in March

Over the meadow and through the wood
To Lillian's place I'l! fly.
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My heart know the way,
wing north today
Through clougy or sunny sky.

Over the meadow and through the woog
Ch, how the wing doth blow.

It quickens the pulse,

And chills the house
Butit's on to Tyngsboro.

Over the meadow and through the woog
“Windswept Acres” is nigh.

The collies await us,

The flag is unfurled
My favorite box | spy.

Over the meadow and through the wood
Nesting again in style.

She waits on The Hill,

Oh, hear us all trill,
Three cheers for Lillian Filest

The Annual Meeting is the work of
volunteers—this year's Grand Marshall
was Reber Layton, Board Member from
Jackson, MS. He received assistance
from Nancy Grenfell, JAS President
and Sally Hathorn of the Hospitality
Committee. Indeed, many of JAS’ com-
mittees were helpful to him,

NABS members who take the time
to keep records of their nesting suc-
cesses and failures and then turn them
in by the requested deadline are also
helping the Society.

Editor Jo Sclem appreciates the
continued assistance of special vol-
unteers. For their excelient work and
dependability Art Editor Richard L.
Woodward and “Plantings” author,
Karen Blackburn, deserve special com-
mendation. Marian McGrath, Tedd
Gutzke, and Larry Zeleny continue to
provide valuable advice and assis-
tance.

NABS operates on a day-to-day
basis by sending out direct mail, re-
ceiving a large number of requests for
bluebird information, ané filling orders
for the bluebird books, nesting boxes,
and collectibles which are largely un-
available elsewhere. On a guarterly
hasis the regular volunteers are joined
by others who stuff the current Sialia
and its inserts into envelopes for mail-

ing.
Sialia, Winter 1985



In the past year, Wally and Katie
Knapp have continued their faithful
assistance as NABS' longest-serving
weekly volunteers who help by collect-
ing and answering the mail. Marjorie
Mountjoy and Frances Ehlers appear
weekly and sometimes oftener to make
sure that orders are filled. Marty
Chestem, past NABS Vice-President
and Board Member, assists with orders
when she is in town. Tom and Joe Tait,
currently NABS Vice-President and
Corresponding Secretary respectively,
help with the mail.

Membership list maintenance is
done by Edith and Sarah Haviland; re-
cently, Sarah has been coming weekly
with Violet Laul to assist with the
heavy volume of mail. Also a weekly
volunteer is Carol Sykora. Marie Battle
was able to pull NABS through a par-
ticularly heavy work-flow period, com-
ing in almost daily for a few months.
Sharon and Joelle Sabotka helped
when the work flow exceeded the aver-
age amount. Linda Polk, who with her
four year old daughter, Allison, shares
my house, has been of great assis-
tance in her spare time. Long-distance
volunteer typing and fund-raising
assistance is currently being turnished
by Mrs. Barbara Maddigan of Auburn,
IN.

The “stuffin® S/aliz” group in-
cludes Florence Porter who brings in a

reliable group from Rossmoor Leisure
World including Harriet Shapiro, Les-
sie Garrison, Laurae Hoye, Helen Tun-
stall, Alice Mcintyre, Mary Barker, and
May Bradford. Harold and Mildred Nor-
wood come with assorted relatives,
two granddaughters and Beulah Moore,
Mildred’'s sister. Anne Sturm once
brought her mother-in-law Opal Sturm
along with Rex and Anne’s three chil-
dren: Morgan, Maren and Logan. New-
comers this year were the Fairland 4-H
group whose leader is Fil Ryan; Matt
Ryan, Marc and Gretchen Bauer, Re-
becca Segal, Jennifer Doak, and Lyle
Curry. Regular Sialia volunteer, Found-
er Larry Zeleny, once brought his 10
year old next-door neighbor, Christina
Donnelly. Larry continues to maintain
avoluminous personal correspondence
with individuals and scientists and
keeps a watchful eye on nesting box
quality control.

Since my bluebirding habitat has
grown into House Wren territory, all
of these volunteers had little actual re-
ward in seeing bluebirds, but their de-
votion to the cause remained ever
faithful. As bluebird conservation
spreads across the continent and even
to Bermuda, a crystal-clear realization
warms the heart. It is “volunteers work-
ing here'” and we thank all of you! ]

Mary D. Janetatos
Executive Director

North American Bluebird Society Eighth Annual Meeting
July 11-14, 1985
Red Deer, Alberta, Canada

Informative Sessions, Annual Meeting, Field Trips
(plus optional field trips before and after the conference)

For information write:
Ellis Bird Farm Ltd.

Box 5501, Red Deer
Ab., Gan., T4N BN1




BLUEBIRD
EXPRESS

SIALIA welcomes the correspondence
of its membership  Bluebird Express
should become a forum for all who are
interested 10 commumcating therr ideas
and actions concerming bluebud conser-
vation We will attempt 1o publish 2 wide
range of views i a responsible manner
Keep yvour letters cormng!

Dear Editor:

| like the idea of the sparrow trap as
shown in the Winter 1984 issue.

The pest birds in my area are so skit-
tish that a string 200 feet long would be
required.

We should begin to think very hard
about protecting all native cavity nest-
ing species from Passer domesticus
and Sturnus vulgaris.

L.A.Smith
Brantford, Ontario

Dear Editor:

Almost every summer we are able to
successfully hatch three sets of young
bluebirds. However, my concern does
not end with completion of the nesting
season for | carry on a winter feeding
program which | believe to be guite
successful.

| grind beef suet which has a small
amount of igan meat on it using a knife
iike a butcher would use 1o grind ham-
burger. At first, for several years, | did
this with a hand-turned grinder, but
now my “customers’ have become so
numerous that | use an electric grinder
to be able to keep up. | find that if we
have snow on the ground it takes from
three to five pounds a day to keep up
with the demand. A robin or two will
also feed from the same feeder as the
bluebirds. | have found that the ideal
feeder is a plece of flat board about §
inches sguare with a low border com-
pletely around the edge of it. The

border serves two purposes: first, it
gives the birds something to grip when
they are feeding, and second, it keeps
the suet from falling on the ground into
the snow. The best location for this
feeder seems to be on a porch post just
outside the kitchen window of our
house. This location seems to deter
large woodpeckers from infringing on
the small birds’ feeder. Then ! nail a
large chunk of suet to a tree in the yard
which takes care of the larger birds in-
cluding five-times-a-day visits by
Pileated Woodpeckers.
Chester Abell
Forsyth, Missour|

Dear Mr. Abell:

Thanks for your winter feeding tips.
Biuebird lovers are always anxious to
help birds through the difficult winter
months. A part of your letfer not re-
printed above describes your nesting
success and the fact that affer you
clean your boxes you dust the inside
with sub-fimed sulphur, Be sure to read
carefully Dr. Jackson's article in this
issue.

Dear Editor:

! have a nesting pair of bluebirds 150
feet from my house. They had three
eggs, two of which | know hatched.
They have been in our yard since May
31st. Their courtship—her indecision
over which one of the two nest hoxes
would best suit her—was priceless.
They will not tolerate the presence of a



flicker in the yard. I'm not sure why.
The flickers do not go near the box.
They just peck for bugs on the ground
or hang on a “planted” dead tree. That
dead tree is one of the bluebirds’ favor-
fte perches, perhaps that is why they
chase them away.

The pair of bluebirds is the first my
huskband and | have ever seen. They
have “made” our summer. The time
will soon come when they will leave—
we will feel so sad. My parents have
enjoyed seeing them. Qur elderly
neighbors were thrilled to see them.
Our seven year old son thinks they are
pretty. They surely have been “blue-
birds of happiness” to us and for us
this summer.

Lois D. Sullivan
Corfu, New York

Dear Editor:

In Lawrence Zeleny’s book The Blue-
bird, there is a chapter on predators
and enemies ¢f the bluehird. One sub-
chapter deals with the two-legged kind
of predator, humans. In my opinion,
this problem needs more attention
than it now receives.

Around lowa Falls and some other
parts of the state, bluehirds have suf-
fered along with other wildlife by being
targets of indiscriminate killing. When
| first began planning my bluebird trail,
| was advised by a local conservation-
ist not to put the trail along or near the
roadside because houses have been
known to have been damaged severely
by people who don't understand the
bluebird’s and other wildlife’'s plight.
For this reason | don’'t believe this
region of the country will ever hecome
a bluebird paradise.

Matt Baumann
lowa Falls, lowa

Dear Matt Baumann:

lowa Falls may have some insensi-
tive people but, just as in many other
areas, only a small percentage of the
population vandalizes property and
destroys birds and their nests. We
hope education by those who care for
our native cavity nesting birds will
change their actions. Meanwhile, lo-
cate boxes as inconspicuously as
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possible and, in general, place them cn
private property away from public
traffic.

Dear Dr. Zeleny:

| received the latest issue of Sialia
and after reading about the “magic
mix’’ that one reader puts out for blue-
birds | felt compelled to write.

| have had a rehabilitation permit for
about 15 years. Through the years |
have had birds brought to me dead and
| have found such birds on my and my
neighbors® property. Each bird was
given a complete autopsy by this
writer, | found the culprit, where there
was no indication of weather, disease,
starvation, or predation to be plain
peanut butter. Peanut butter ALONE
is deadly. A perching bird’s crop is not
made t¢ handle the heavy consistency
of this product.

Peanut butter should be used in mi-
nute quantities as a binding agent only
in conjunction with other edibles.
Under no circumstances should it be
used alone.

Dottie Foy
QOriental, North Carolina

Dear Dollie Foy:

The use of peanut bufter to feed
birds is a somewhat controversial
issue. However, the evidence now
seems quite clear that when used
alone, without admixture with other in-
gredients, peanut butter may indeed be
dangerous and even fatal as you indi-
cated, The danger is not due to any
toxic element in the peanut butter but
rather to its sticky consistency which
may cause il to choke the birds or
otherwise obstruct the digestive tract.
When mixed with a sufficient amount
of other ingredients, peanut butter is
considered safe and highly nutritious.

| believe that the '‘magic mix” re-
ferred to in your letter and in Sialia
6(3):112 is probably quite safe since it
contains 80% of ingredients other than
peanut butter and has evidently been
used without trouble by the person
who wrote the letter to the Editor.

Larry Zeleny
Founder
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Bluebird Tales

Mary D. Janetatos

If you haven't seen a bluebird in a
leng, long time, go south! That's what
bluebirders did in mid-October, when
NABS’ Seventh Annual Meeting was
held in Jackson, Mississippi. People
came from Alberta and Quebec in Can-
ada, from Massachuselts, North
Dakota, New York, North Carolina, Vir-
ginia, Cklahoma, lllinois, Maryland, In-
diana, Georgia, Texas, Louisiana, Ala-
bama and Tennessee. Regrettably, for
the first time, Larry Zeleny, NABS'
Founder, was unable to attend, due to
the iliness of his wite, Olive. Happily,
Olive is well on the way to recovery. In
the extended summer weather we lis-
tened to stimulating talks on birds and
animals, looked at informative, beauti-
ful exhibits, shopped for bluebird
items, and stalked the local birds, in-
cluding our banner “bluebird.”

For the seasoned bluebirders, it
was reunion time. Laurance and Ade-
laide Sawyer had parked their big blue
van labeled "Bluebird Housing of Ring-
gold, Georgia” right at the motel en-
trance, and, as usual, it was stacked
with log bird houses, feeders and bird
baths, as well as the albums of trick
photos which astound and amuse their
audiences at every stop. Jack Finch of
Bailey, NC, set up his bluebird feeding
stations as Ruby renewed memories
with her loving smile. Jack has been
harvesting degwood berries, aided by
Gay Duncan, NABS Board Member, of
Southern Pines, NC. Gay reports blue-
birds coming to her winter feeder to
sample her dogwood berries. Gerry
Hartley of Enterprise, AL, brought his
lovely photos of bluebirds.

Some new attendees with long-es-
tablished reputations in NABS included
Keith and Sandy Kridler of Mt. Pleas-
ant, TX; John Findlay Il of Birming-
ham, AL, and Dr. Richard Field of Cen-
treville, MS. Keith Kridler had once
originated a unique bluebird nest box
made of PVC pipe, and in the spring of
1984 his bluebird trail work was the
subject of a beautifully illustrated

article in Texas Parks and Wildiife.
John Findlay has been active in blue-
birding since before his retirement; he
now promotes bluebird conservation,
as well as NABS, throughout Alabama.
Dr. Richard Field, who claimed that his
wife Betty was the “real” bluebirder,
has nonetheless taken the unusual
step of writing “prescriptions” for his
patients which are really gift member-
ships in NABS. It seems he must be
saying to them, "A few bluebirds in
your life will help you feel better!” it
was good to meet Don and Sue Lockey
of Onaga, Kansas, who had ence journ-
eyed all the way to Wagoner, OK, to
consult with Board Member Charlotte
Jernigan about their bluebird prob-
lems. Don also professed an interest in
helping ancther native cavity nesting
bird—the American Kestrel. How
pleased he was to meet and talk with
Mark Raabe (NABS' Recording Secre-
tary). Mark and former Board Member
Roger Jones founded Kestrel Kare-
takers.

John Rogers, Paul and Sandy Wil-
son, Ann Casselberry, and Fran Hanes
{who was elected to the Board of Direc-
tors af the Annual Business Meeting)
were glad to savor thoughts and sight-
ings of their New York State Bird. As
always, Fran’s delightful bluebird art
and artifacts were a popular stop in the
exhibit room.

Those attending from Alberta
sported “I'm from Red Deer’” buttons
and included Winnie Ellis, one of the
Founding Directors of the Ellis Bird
Farm, Ltd (EBF); Morris Flewelling,



present Chairman of Ellis Bird Farm;
Michael Q'Brien, Vice-Chairman, repre-
senting Red Deer River Naturalists,
Mr. and Mrs. Walter Lindley, EBF Direc-
tor representing Union Carbide Can-
ada, Ltd; Fred Schutz, EBF Director
representing Federation of Alberta
Naturalists, Bryan Shantz, EBF Wild-
life Biclogist and NABS Education
Chairman, and Myrna Pearman, charter
member of NABS. These people and
Andre Dion made up the international
component of the Annual Meeting.

Newly-elected Board Member Ron
Kingston and his wife Priscilla of
Springfield, VA, had generously trans-
ported many of the bluebird items
available at the Society's table. Pris-
cilla then acted as NABS’ representa-
tive as she sold the items and answered
questions about membership. Nearby,
Clara and Ray Brinser were explaining
the merits of “Bluebird Diet,” a special-
ly synthesized bird food pellet which
was devised by Zeigler Brothers from
Pennsylvania. The berry-sized pellets
contain a wide variety of food items
such as dogwood berries, beef stock,
and vitamin supplements. It is the Brin-
sers’ hope that those who have been
feeding bluebirds in winter will try this
formula to see if it is accepted by the
bluebirds. (For more information,
please contact Mrs. Clara Brinser, 1007
W, 48th St., Richmond, VA 23225.
NABS does not endorse this product.)
Meade and Mary Francis Flinn at-
tended; Meade once again fulfilling his
role as the elder statesman of blue-
birding. Meade retired many years ago
from a career in banking, and then de-
voted his time to promoting bluebird
conservation in his home town of Al-
berta, VA, As always, the Brinsers
were kind enough to drive Meade and
Mary tothe Jackson meeting.

In between all the stimulating
talks on bluebirds and other birds and
animals, there was time to visit with
new and old friends. There was aiso
time to examine the NABS' Bluebird
Scrap Book fastidiously assembled by
Historian Dottie Foy. A delightful snack
table was furnished by the Hospitality
Committee of the Jackson Audubon
Society.
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One newcomer to such events
was Walter Berlet, the talented and
well-known wildlife film producer.
Walter and his wife Myrna are in the
process of making a first-rate film on
bluebirds. In fact, you, dear reader,
may get involved by suggesting a name
for this film which covers people who
work for bluebird conservation as well
as the life cycle of bluebirds. The film
is tentativeiy titied “Bluebirds Unlim-
ited,” but if you send suggestions to
NABS by March 1, we will pass them
along to the Berlets. A faithful con-
vention attendee was Dick Tuttle, of
Delaware, OH. Dick’s bluebird involve-
ment comes off as being well-nigh
total, since, as a teacher, he instructs
his school pupils in building nest
boxes, he instructs in bluebirding sum-
mer visitors to the park where he
works, he has instructed many in the
Ohio Division of Fish and Wildlife, and
he instructs the general public through
his articles which have appeared in
Bird Watcher’'s Digest and other publi-
cations.

At the bangquet, Clara Brinser in-
spired a most loving action. Taking a
package of the beautiful new bluehird
note cards NABS has available from
artist Ed Bierly, she distributed the
cards throughout the assembled
guests and each one signed a greeting
to Larry and Olive Zeleny, wishing Olive
a speedy recovery from her heart ail-
ment.

On Sunday morning, field trips got
underway, and this writer participated
in one which is reported on elsewhere.
Charlotte and Bill Jernigan, of Wag-
oner, OK, kindly invited Andre Dion,
Research Chairman Tedd Gutzke,
Chuck Dupree and me to ride with them.

As the meeting drew to a close,
new and old friends had much to antic-
ipate in getting through winter to
spring and tnen to July 12-14, in Al
berta for the Eighth Annual Meeting at
the Ellis Bird Farm, home of the Moun-
tain Bluebird. In the words of Walter
Berlet, “I'm glad | came; this meeting is
fun!” Sorely missed at the Seventh An-
nual Meeting was the other interna-
tional component of bluebird conser-
vation: the Bermuda Bluebird So-
ciety. [
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The Biuebirds

There heis so proud and brave

Sitting perched on his box at the break of day,
No one need ask “What kind of bird?”’

The question is answered without one word.
So beautiful to look at and charming to hear
And dreadful extinction may be near,

This bird ¢lad proudly in his coat of blue
Needs his homes of wooed and hopes renewed.

Lorian Jackie Avery

= =)

Where Have All the Bluebirds Gone?
With plumage bright and cheerful song

Where have all the bluebirds gone?

There was a time when we could see
Bluebirds in almost every tree.

Then came man with insecticide;
Since then too many birds have died.

Lumbering trees of every kind
Makes nesting places hard to find.

What can we do to lure seme back?
Build them houses and then keep track.

As we countbluebirds two by two
They’ll bring happiness to me and you.

Edna B. Willis

ART CREDITS

Jon E. Boone: 2, 36

Shirley Eley Nachtrieb: 25

Suzanne Pennell Turner: 10, 16,
28, 38

Richard L. Woodward: 12, 23
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Founded in 1978, THE NORTH AMERICAN
BLUEBIRD SOCIETY is an incorporated non-profit
organization determined to increase the
populations of the three species of bluebirds on this
continent. Inasmuch as the populations of these
birds have diminished due to the maladroit actions
of human beings, as well as cther natural disasters,
the primary objective of the SOCIETY is to educate
all who will listen about the importance of
preserving these singular creatures in their native
environment.

Toward this end, the SOCIETY will work, within the
bounds of effective conservation, to study those
obstacles impeding bluebird recovery; to publish
results of those studies; to promote ideas and
actions which might reduce the effect of those
obstacles; and to obtain a more complete
knowledge about bluebird ecology, in the hope of
learning more about the ecology of humankind.

Membership: Students {under 21} and Senicr {over 60),
$7.50; Regular, $10; Sustaining, $30; Supporting, $50;
Contributing, $100; Corporate, $100; Donor, $250. Amounts
over $5 are tax deductible.

Address:

North American Bluebird Society
Box 6295

Silver Spring, MD 20806-0295



Society Launches Special Box Monitoring Project

The North American Bluebird Society
has established a special box monitoring
project to enlist the support of trail monitors
and volunteer researchers to assist in find-
ing answers to a number of questions relat-
ing to nesting success of bluebirds and
other cavity nesting species.

Because there is considerable dedica-
tion on the part of Society members, it is
hoped that solutions may be found to some
problems through concerted volunteer ef-
forts.

NABS has budgeted limited funds t¢
help defray the cost of investigation by trail
monitors who are working on approved pro-
jects. The amount of funding will vary from
$50 to $100. These funds will help to defray
the cost of specialized supplies or
materials that might te required but are not
intended as reimbursement for mileage,
meals, etc.

The foliowing categories will be eli-
gible for consideration:

1) Nest site competition

A. One of the most serious deterrents to
successful bluebird conservation is nest
site competition from House Sparrows, an
alien species. Possible solutions include
the use of open-topped nesting boxes,
plastic jugs, and nesting box height experi-
mentation.

B. Competition is also posed by native
cavity nesting species. The Society is look-
ing for methods by which two or more of
these species can live compatibly in the
same habitat.

2) Hole and nest box size for Mountain

Bluebirds

Conflicting evidence supporlis possible
re-design of nest box size and change of en-
trance hole to accommodate Mountain
Bluebirds.

3} Climbing predator control

Simple and inexpensive methods are
sought to control losses from climping
predators.

4) Mortality in nesting boxes

Of particular concern is mortality of
adult Tree Swallows found dead in nesting
boxes. This category also may include pro-
jects investigating possible pesticide con-
tamination and mortality from ingestion of
insecticide-poisoned insects; mortality
from agricultural spray contact and mortalr-
ty from use of wood preservative-treated
lumbar for boxes.

5) Safe methods for controlling parasites,
wasps, bees, and ants in nesting boxes
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Various insecticides have been used
for this purpose, but their safety has not
been established for this use. Alternatives
have been proposed including nest box re-
design and replacement of infesled nests
with artificial nests.

6] Hanging nesting boxes

Though hanging nesting toxes have
generally been regarded as unacceptable to
bluebirds and, therefore, not recommended,
there is some reported success with them.
Investigations should include support
design and predator ¢control success.
7y Decline of nesting success of Great

Crested Flycatcher

Certain cavity nesting species, such as
the Great Crested Flycatcher, appear to be
in serious trouble because of competition
from starlings. Confirmation s needed to
determine whether a nest hole entrance of
1-9/18 inches is acceplable.

Many people are already involved inin-
vestigations to find solutions to these prob-
lems; you are encouraged to submit your
proposals for review. Both new and ongoing
projects wiil be considered.

Requests for stipends :n the range of
$5C to $100 for projects related to the above
calegories should be summarized in a one
page proposal {if possible). In addition to a
clear statement of the problem, also in-
clude justification, objectives, background,
methods, supplies, and schedule. Pro-
posals will be evaluated by a review com-
mittee. Mail project proposals to

Richard .J. Dolesh
17800 Croom Road
Brandywine, Maryland 20613.

Committee Heads Appointed

President Sadie Dorber has named
the following individuals to committee
chairmanships for the coming year:

Awards Committee—Anne T. Sturm

By-laws Committee—Mark Raabe

Development Committee—David
Pardoe

Education Committee—Bryan Shantz

Historian—Bob Bodine

Nominating Committee—Lillian Files

Research Committee—Theodore W.
Gutzke

Special Projects Committee—Richard
J. Dolesh
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