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" Bluebird News from Shore to Shore

Ten trail monitors were honored
recenily for completion of one year
of service in the Bluebird Society of
Belle Vista, Arkansas. They are
Bob and Delila Caselli, Aaron and
Dorothy Stratman, Sandy King,
Beth Holloway, Ron Rear, Jack
Little, Don Zimmerman, and
Gordon Christisen. Sociely presi-
dent Jim Janssen reported that 1,253
fledglings were counted in 1998 from
lhe organization's 353 nest boxes,
most of which are located on area
golf courses.

How fast does the wind have to
blow to drive rain into your nest
boxes? That question was askad by
Steve Eno of Bluebirds Across
Nebraska. He received an answer
from Dr. David Stokesbury, a
regional climatclogist at the Univer-
sity of Nebraska. Finding the answer
was not simple, and some estimaton
was involved, the professor said. At a
wind speed of 10 mph, rzin falls at
an angle of 22 degrees from vertical.
At 20 mph the angle increases to 39
degrees, Up the wind 1o 30 mph and
the angle moves to 53 degrees. AL 40
mph, when you think rain is blowing
straight into your face, well, it almost
is: it’s coming down (or across) at an
angle of 61 degrees.

Bonnie Boex-Baker, a NABS
member from Colorado, recently was
featured In a story in the Summit
Daily News for her concern about
hahital destruction caused by widen-
ing of a local highway, When inter-
viewed she was busy moving blue-
bird nest boxes she had placed and
monitored in the area to be used for
the road project. Nests had been
started in some of the boxes, she told
the reporter. Spezaking o concern for
the constant attack by development
on environment, Ms. Boex-Baker
said, “The peopte who don't go to
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meetings (about such projects), who
don't speak up, should get invoived.
People should be cautioned by what
is happening.”

Members of the Rutherford
County (NC) Bluebird Club spoke
recently at a loczl nature center,
offering advice on a bluebird trail to
be started there, and finding eight
new club members in the process.
Participating were Christopher
Greene, Lorene Dodson, Heather
Melton, Irene Henson, and
Allyson Greene.

Mr. Greene, president of the
Rutherford County club, has de-
signed a new nesting box. Con-
structed of exterior plywood and
pine, it features a 2x4 hack for
grealer insulation and a pull-down
front for easy viewing,

Toni Lynn Merchen of Crofton,
MNebraska, shares an inferesting
experience. She wrote, “In carly May
I came across a coyote while running
my bluebird trail in northwest Ne-
braska. As T left the trail, [ noticed
the coyote running parallel with me.
[ lried unsuccessfully to scare it off. Tt
followed me for one-quarier of a
mile, until I reached my neighbor’s
farm. The coyote carried its head
very low! I felt like tunch! My [order
Collic runs with me, bl she was
more scared than I was. A neighbor
said that he had a coyote growl at
him while he was on his tractor.
Does anyone have any words of
wisdom? Any advice on how (o
handle future coyote encounters?”
Suggestions may be sent to Ms.
Merchen at R.R. 1, Box 263, Crofton,
NE 68730,

Thirty Wood Duck eggs were
found in one box this summer by
Mike Houle of LaCrosse, Wiscon-
sin. They were being incubated by a
single hen, he reported, and 25 of

the eggs hatched.

The Bluebird Society of Penn-
sylvania from a core of 14 founders
from the Harrisburg area has ex-
panded in one year (o over 400
members from across the common-
wealth and from other states as well.
Members of the new society helped
fledge over 1,000 bluebirds this past
season. Members also monitored
state park trails, hosted box-building
programs, put on educational pro-
grams throughout the state, and
assisted members wilh a wide variety
of questions and concerns. WABS
provided a $500 Seed Money Grant
to help the new group get staried.
“The opportunity to become a NABS
«fhiilate played a large role in our
$UCcess in organizing our local
bluebird organization,” said Diane G.
Barbin of the Bluebird Society.
Several of the NARS affiliates, includ-
ing particularly Bluebirds Across
Nebraska, the Ohio Bluebird
Society, and the Minnesota Blue-
bird Recovery Program, graciously
offered advice and support, she said.
“We also received assistance rom a
few individuals who deserve special
acknowledgment,” Ms. Barbin said.
They are Dorene Scriven, Dave
Ahlgren, Steve Gilbertson, An-
drew Troyer, Linda Janilla, Kevin
Berner, Dean Sheldon, and Doug
LeVasseur. “Fach provided special
assistance which we appreciate and
wish to specially recognize. Thunk
you all, very much,” she said.



Vaux’s Swifts found to accept nest boxes

By Evelyn L. Bull

In 1995, we began an experiment
to determine if Vaux’s Swifts (Chae-
tura vauxii) would use nest hoxes.

Over the last decade, the Western
Spruce Budworm has killed thou-
sands of Grand Fir in eastern Or-
egon, the ree species that Vaux's
Swifts typically use for nesting. Older
trees (usually larger than 24 inches in
diameter at breasl height) have
extensive decay that leaves a hollow
chamber inside the tree that the birds
use. They enter Lthe tree either
through a broken top or through a
Pileated Woodpecker hole; pileateds
roost in these hollow trees at night.

Becausc so0 many of the nest trees
were killed by the spruce budworm,
they woutd eventually fall and leave
a void of nest trees. We believed nest
boxes might provide alternative nest
sites for the swifis.

We put up 12 nest boxes in 1995,
The boxes were made from solid
boards 1 x 12 inches, so the boxes
were about a foot square, bul the
depth varied. We made boxes four-,
eight-, and 12-feet deep (o determine
how deep a nest box the swifts
preferred. “he boxes were put 35
feet above the ground in trees.

This spring (1998) we climbed the
trecs and checked the boxes. We
found twigs from past swift nests in
two 12-foot boxes, lichen nests from
Flying Squirrels in three boxes,
feathers from roosiing Northern
Flickers in 10 boxes, and feathers
from roosting Pileated Woodpeckers
in three boxes.

This summer (1998) we watched
the boxes, and observed swifts
nesting in a 12-foot and an eight-foot
box. We banded two adults at each
of these two nests. In August we
checked these two boxes and found
that the nests already had disinte-
grated, but previcusly were atiached

about 19 inches from the botlemn of
the box. The amount of droppings
and the lack of dead nestlings
suggested that young fledged from
both nests.

As a result of these findings, we
have put up ancther 50 nest boxes
(12-foot depth) in old-growth Grand
Fir stands, in logged stands lacking
nest trees, and in stands of Ponde-
rosa Pine that would never have had
nest trees. We want to determine if
we can entice swifts to use this new
habitat, as well as provide additional

nest sites in habitat where they are
currently nesting. In many stands
with severe tree mortality, the nest
boxes will provide the only available
nest sites for the next 100 to 200
years.

(Ms. Bull is Research Wildlife
Biologist, Pacific Norihwest Research
Station, La Grande, Oregon. Her
article appeared in the spring 1999
issue of Chaetura, the newsletter of
Driftwood Wildlife Association,
Austin, Texas. it is used with perntis-
sion.J

Join Project FeederWatch!

NY 14851-0011

Bluebird Society).
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Count Your Birds!

Need something to do while yvour nest-box birds are averwin-
tering in more tropical climes or hiding out in the woods?

You'll have so much fun FeederWatching—counting and identifying your
feeder birds for ongoing research— you'll hardly miss those fair-weather
iriends. And you’ll learn more about your own backyard birds.

FeederWalchers receive a quarterly newsletter plus a Project Kit and access
to special web sites, The project runs November through March, but sign
ups are taken any time. A $15 annual fee covers the project cost.

For even more information or to sign up using VISA, MasterCard, or
DISCOVER, call 800-843-BIRD (2473). Or, make check payable to
“Project FeederWatch” and send to PFW/NAB, P.O. Box 11, lthaca,

FeederWatching is easy and fun! At the same time, your counts help
scientisis keep track of feeder-bird populations.

“FeederWatch gives me a great excuse to watch my feeder birds in fall and
winter when nest-box birds are elsewhere. It is guilt-free bird watching!”
Barbara Stinson, Warrenton, VA (Participant in Project FeederWalch, the
Cornell Nest Box Network, and board member of the North American

Cornel! Lab of Ornithology/National Audubon Society —'gﬁ;"‘

Go to <http /birdsource cornell edu/plw>
*Canadians please call Bird Studies Canada toll-free: 888-448-BIRD {2473)
\ J
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Edited minutes from June board meeting

(This is an edited version of
minutes from the june 16 and 17,
1999, meeling of the Noribh American
Bluebird Society board of direclors.)

Doug LeVasseur reported that the
affiliales list is growing. Affiliates
represent over 8,000 individuals in
the various organizalions.

The educational bluebirding
display at the NABS headquarters
was installed for another season of
visitors. A NABS volunteer (has been)
at the display 10 answer questions
and scll merchandise.

A total of 341 new members had
joined NABS between May 1 and the
middle of June.

Lisa Kivirist, co-executive director,
reported (hat May 1999 catalog sales
were 30 percent higher than May
1998 sales.

President Ray Harris congraiulated
Ron Kingston for serving as the
Speakers Bureau chair for 10 vears.

NABS is in the planning stages of
working with the National Associa-
tion of Conservation Distiricts on
improvement and creation of new
educational materials about blue-
birds, including development of an
educational comic book on cavity
nesters. NABS will work with the
association to create bluebird educa-
tional curricula and a financial
agreement.

Arlene Ripley reported on devel-
opment and progress of NABS
domain and web site found at
<www nabluebirdsociety.org>. Re-
ciprocal links which could take 2
visitor [rom the NABS web site (o
one which does not contain NABS-
approved information or products
were discussed. [t was suggested that
NABS require businesses selling
bluebird-related items to become
NABS corporate members before
they receive a link on our web site.
Named to a web sile advisory com-

22

mittee to make recommendations to
the board were Arlene Ripley (chair),
John Ivanko, Lisa Kivirist, Nancy
Niles, Ann Wick, and Marci
Hoepfner.

Richard Tuttle wrote a letter o the
board saying NABS conventions
should not be held during bluehird
nesting season. The discussion that
followed pointed out that it is up to
the host committee to decide the
timing of the convention. Most of the
board agreed that meeting during the
nesting season is probably best. A
motion was approved that the timing
of lhie convention should be lelt up
io the discretion of the hosting
organization,

A suggestion was made thal NABS
have a commiltee of past conventicn
chairpersons as 4 resource group 1o
give advice 1o alliliate groups spon-
soring conventions. Logical commit-
tee members would be past conven-
tion chairpersons, Dorene Scriven,
Joan Harmet, Bob Ewart, and Bob
Niebulir volunteered to serve on this
commiliice.

Colleen Delong of the Cornell
Lab of Omithology reported on the
new parinership established between
NADS and the Lab. She discussed
Bluebird-L, the Internet mailing list
that serves as a venue for bluebird
discussion, and Birdhouse Online,
which allows persons to submit
nesting-box data for a Lab research
project.

A motion that NABS present a
proposal to the David and Lucille
Packard Foundation for funding for
the Transcontinental Bluebird Trail
was approved.

Den and Lillian Stokes are making
a 20-25 minute educational video,
and are interesied in parinering with
NABS. A motion was approved for
NABS o continue exploring this.

A motion was approved o

explore a partnership relationship
with Roads Scholars, Inc., which is
interested in developing a six-day
conservation trip incorporaling,
among other things, bluebird conser-
vation.

The board will meel in Chicago,
on Saturday, Oct. 16.

Insect scientist
wants old nests

A scientist who studies insects is
looking for used bird nests.

Dr. Terry Whitworth, Tacomsg,
Wash,, co-author of a book on bird
blowflies, invites you o send him
used nests. Nests are necded from 2
variely of bird species, including
both cavity nesters and those which
use an open-cup nest. Most wanted
are nests from species not commonly
monitored or easily found.

Collect only inactive nests. It is
important that the nest was used by
nestlings for most or all of the
nesting period. You need not identify
signs of blowllies in the nest before
you collect it

Put collected nests in plastic
zinlock bags. The nest should be dry.
Keep bags cool and dry, and do not
freeze. Check with local wildlife
officials for collecting permission
before taking nests.

Box and send the nests (o Dr.
Terry Whitworth, 3707 96th S, E.,
Tacoma, WA 98446. Dr. Whitworth
will want samples from the 2000
nesting season as well.



North American Bluebird Society

Affiliate Organizations

The North American Bluebird Society serves as a
clearinghouse for ideas, research, management, and
education on behalf of bluebirds and other native
cavity-nesting species. NABS inviles all state, pro-
vincial, and regional biuebird organizations to be-
come NABS affiliates in “a confederation of equals
all working together toward a common goal ... 2
parnership in international bluebird conservation.”
No cost is associated with affiliating with NABS.

Alberta
Calgary Area Bluebird Trail Monitors
c/o Don Stles
20 Lake Wapta Rise SE
Calgary Alberta T2] 2M9

Ellis Bird Farm, Lid

Box $090, laCombe, Albera T4L 1W7

British Columblia
Southern Interior Bluebird Trail Society
P.O. Box 494, Oliver, BC VOH 1T0 Canada

Manitoba
The Friends of the Bluebirds
3011 Park Ave.
Brandon, Manitoba, Canada R7B 2K3

Ontario
Ontario Eastern Bluebird Society
2-165 Green Valiey Drive
Kitchener, Ontario, Canada N2P 1X3

Arkansas
Fiella Visza Bluebird Society
¢/o Jim Janssen, president
27 Britten Circle, Bella Vistz AR 72714

Californla
California Bluebird Recovery Program
2021 Prarmigan Drive, #1
Walnut Creek CA 94595

Colorado
The Bluebird Project: The Denver Audubon
Society & The Colorade Division of Wildlife
6060 Broadway, Denver CO 80216

Georgia
Bluebirds Over Georgia
3858 Silver Ridge Dr.
Stone Mountain GA 30087

Illinois
JoDaviess County Bluebird Recovery Program
15 Cedar Rim Trail, Galena 1L 61036

Indtana
Indiana Bluebird Sociely
P.O. Box 356, Leesburg IN 46538
Hrown County Bluebird Society
E.O. Box 650
Nashville [N 47448

Iowa
Johnson County Songbird Project
1033 E. Washinglon, Iowa Cily 1A 52240-5248

Maine
Bluebird Association of Maine
c/o Lisa Paige
RFD 4, Box 7600, Gardiner ME 04345

Minnesota
Bluebird Recovery Program of Minnescta
{BBRP) Audubon Chapier of Minneapolis
P.O. Box 3801, Minneapolis MN 55403

Montana
Montana Bluebird Trails
P.O. Box 794, Ronan MT 59864

Nebraska
Bluebirds Across Nebraska
P.O. Box 67157, Lincoln NE 68506

New York
New York State Bluebird Society (NYSBS)
15 Bridle Lane
Dryden NY 13033
c/o Rich Wells, President
9141 Cattaraugus Street
Springville NY 14141

Schoharie County Bluebird Society
c/o Kevin Berner

State Lniversity of New York
Cobleskill NY 12043

North Carolina
North Carolina Bluebird Society
P.O. Box 4191, Greensboro NC 27404

Rutherford County Bluebird Club
P.O. Box 247, Ellenboro NC 28040

Ohio
Chio Bluebird Society
c/o Doug LeVasseur
20680 Township Road #120
Senecavilie OH 43780

Cklahoma
Oklahoma Bluebird Society
/o Mark Wealhers
5656 5. 161st W. Ave., Sand Springs OK 74063

Oregon
Huber Prescott Western Bluebird Recovery
Project, ¢/o Patricia Johnston
7717 S.W. 50th, Portland OR 97219

Audubon Society of Corvaliis
P.O. Box 148, Corvallis OR 97339

Pennsylvania
Bluebird Society of Pennsylvania
P.O. Box 267, Enola PA 17025

Virginia
The Virginia Bluebird Society
c/o Julie A. Kutruff /Anne Litde
3403 Carly Lane, Woodbridge VA 22192

Washington .
Cascade Bluebird and Purple Martin Society
3015 Squalicurn Parkway, Suite 250
Bellingham WA 98225

Wisconsin
Bluebird Restoration Asscciation of Wisc.
6612 akron Avenue, Plainfield W1 34966

Lafayene County Bluebird Society
14953 Highway 23, Darlingion W1 5353¢

Boof review

Bluebird Trails, A Guide to Stc-
cess, Third Edition, edited by Dorene
Scriven, publisbed by the Bluebird
Recovery Program, Audubon Chapter
of Minneapolis, 1999.

Some bird books teli you where,
others tell you what, this one tells
you how, and does it as well as
anyone could ask.

Now in its third incarnation,
Bluebird Trails is more and belter, an
encyclopedia of details, stories, and
photographs covering the bluebird
world from early spring to late fall.

Ms. Scriven, instrumental in
formation of the Bluebird Recovery
Program and its missionary work
across North America on behalf of
bluebirds, has through her own
passionate interest in this species
become an authority on the specifics
and idiosyncracies of bluebird
propagation.

This book continues her efforts at
providing sound and useful informa-
tion, clearly presented, on birds, nest
boxes and trails, monitoring proce-
dures, nest-box competitors, preda-
tors, and bluebirds’ feeding prefer-
ences. The book includes informa-
tion on all three species of bluebirds,
Eastern, Mountain, and Western. It is
illustrated with a well-chosen selec-
tion of color photographs.

The book is valuable for anyone
providing nest boxes for bluebirds. Tt
also is a fascinating read for the
birder who would enjoy being
immersed in the detailed world of
one seemingly simple creature.

— Jim Williams

{Bluebird Trails, $12 postpaid, is
available from the Bluebird Recovery
Program, audubon Chapter of Minneapolis,
Box 3801, Minneapolis, MN 55403 Organi-
zations ordering five or more copies for
resale pay $7.37 each plus shipping. The

retail price of books so purchased cannct be
less than $10.50, not including postage.)
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i [ ]VISA [ 1 MC cavity nesters.
For memberships outside the U.S., please pay by
| Card # VISA/MC or by Postal Orders made in U.5.
| dollars; add 34 to cover internalional posiage.
| Date of exp. Send completed form and payment to:
| North American Bluebird Society
| P.O. Box 74, Darlington, WI 53530
! $6 of cach member's dues is designaied for subscription to Bluetird, publication of MWABS,
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&7 i BLUEBIRD (formerly Sialia)
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Join/renew NABS today

[ IMe. [ IMrs. [ ) Ms. { 1A gift subscription for:
Name I Regular

1 3-year Regular
Street Address | Pamily

| Sustaining

City/State/Province/ ZIP

) Supporting

] 3-year student

| Senior (over 60}
] 3-year Senior

Phone ( J Fax ( ) ] Contributing
] } Corporate
E-mail ] Donor

Birth date (optional)

Credit-card charges are accepted:

[ 1Life Membership

Rescarch contributions
I wish to contribute an additionat §

[
[
{
[
[
{ 1Swmudent (under 21D
t
i
!
[
{
[

§15
$42
$25
§30
§50
$10
528.50
$10
$28.50
$100
$100
5250
$300

to

help fund research on bluebirds and other

Ladbed ol bl add b b Lsfleadf e b1 Ed
FCR ADC 120

********************X*PXUTO**!}TL

KEVIN L BERNER
ER 1 BOX 281
RICHMONDVILLE NY 12149-9727

NABS mission

The North American
Bluebird Society,

a non-profit conservation,
education, and research
organization, promoies the
recovery of bluebirds and
other native cavity-nesting
bird species.

Send stories

Bluebird relies on slories,
articles, and photographs
from you. We also welcome
your letters. Please include
your name and address on all
communications. Steries and
articles are best submitted via
e-mail or typed (double-
spaced, please).

Send submissions (o: Jim
Williams, ¢/o Bluebird, 5239
Cranberry Lane, Webster, Wi
54893, E-mnail

A <twojays@uin.brighi. net>.

Non Profit Organization
U.5. Postage Paid
Darlington, Wi
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