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Mommy’s Bluebirds

Frederick C. Harwood

In Novermber 1971, the Rudolf Steiner
School in Great Barrington held a fund-
raiser. Because our daughter Kim
attended kindergarten there, we went to
look over the many items for sale.
Stimulated by visions of a colorful blue
bird, "Mommy” purchased a bluebird
house kit. In late January, when the
snow lay deep, Mommy and Kim
remembered the kit.

In some excitement, they came with
the instructions in hand to ask me to put
up the house. Apparently the instructions
said that the bluebirds would choose
their nesting spot in February. | chuckled,
sure that no self-respecting bluebird, a
thrush like the robin, would hazard the
deep snow and bone-chilling cold just to
adopt a thin little plywood box tacked to
a post jutting out of a three-foot deep
snowdrift.

Before the week was out, Mommy and
Kim had taken matters into their own
hands. Mommy assembled the box,
found a spindly bit of a stick, blistered a
finger nailing the box to the stick, and
angrily jammed the stick through the
crust of the snow 50O feet from the
house to the edge of our hill overlooking
Lang Pond. Following the instructions,
she took care to orient the opening to
the south and to mount the box about
five feet above the ground. From the
living room window Kim and | peered out
at the littie box. Just before | opened my
mouth to predict disaster, 1 noticed Kim’s
expectant look, [ just bit my tongue.

About the end of the first week of
February | was again by the living room
windows contemplating winter’'s
progress. As | lifted my steaming mug of
coffee, peering over the top to the cold
grey hills of Monument Mountain,
something brilliantly blue flashed past
and landed on the bluebird box. | shouted
and everyone came running. As we
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gaped, a less-brilliant female swooped in
to land beside her mate. My mate gave
me her "So there, smarty,” look. Kim
laughed.

Chastised, that weekend | found a
proper post and chiseled a hole in the
frozen ground. No sooner had |
remounted the bird box than the pair
returned, positively bouncy and poking
into and about the box. After prolonged
discussion in their quiet whistling voices
and wing signals, they claimed it.

That year that pair raised broods of
five, four, and four young bluebirds. By
October, 15 wvery active bluebirds
claimed the yard. In the morning they
would gather on a nearby large rock,
bathe in its dew pools, and plan their
day. In the evening they would swoap
down in small groups, tanding on the bird
box house or clinging sideways on the
post. At times, the gregarious birds
chased each other about the lawn and
trees behind the box.

Every year since 1971 we have had
bluebirds. At the most, Mommy has
fostered 25 hirds in a year with the help
of another box on the other side of the
hill {they don’t like to be too ciose).
Occasionally, an entire summer’s efforts
would be lost to numerous hazards such
as blowfly larvae, raccoons, starlings,
Tree Swallows, wrens, House Sparrows,
and the mysterious disappearances of
one or more parents. For some reason,
we think heartbreak; if either parent fails,
the other loses interest.

The most disappointing thing has been
to open the box (bluebirds are virtually
immune to human curiosity) and find all
the eggs pipped or the just-hatched
young dead--cold and sprawled about the
disturbed nest. Still, they have thrived
here on this knoll.

The second vyear we reported
Mommy’s success to the Pleasant Vailey
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placed in charge of 13 Boy Scouts and
their leaders, who helped him move the
trail to its new location.

During the winter and early spring of
1996, one of the trails sustained heavy
damage from ice and high water. With
the help of the Corps, Jonathan moved
and repaired the trail while carrying out
his other duties. By the end of the
summer, he was confident enough to fill
out the MNest Box {se Summary by
himself that the Corps would submit to
the Pennsylvania Game Commission.

In September, he gave his second
public presentation at the park, this time
adding a short survey walk to teach
people to monitor their own bluebird
boxes. At Volunteer Day, he supervised
the building of 34 new bluebird boxes for
use in 1997.

Jonathan’s efforts have earned him the
Tioga County Volunteer of the Year title
and also Baltimore District Volunteer of
the Year for 1995, The awards were
made at the close of Ives Run Volunteer
Day on 7 September 1996.

| still drive the car on survey trips, but
Jonathan no longer needs my help on the
trails. He is currently teaching a
neighbor, a friend, and Ben, his little
brother, the ropes just as we once
learned them. We enjoy sharing our days
with the deer, squirrels, Osprey and Bald
Eagles, as well as many other of nature’s
creatures.

My bookshelves are lined with bluebird
memorabilia and my walls with bluebird
pictures. Our trophy collection includes a
4-H blue ribbon for a presentation given
on, you guessed it, bluebirds. | have
grown used to having people stop me on
the street to ask, "Isn’t that the "Bluebird
Boy'1"

It is early March now, and Jonathan,
along with his friends, has aftready
carried out our vyearly spring box
cleanout. | look at him, a hearty boy of
ten, and wonder what our life would be
like without his bluebirds. The answer:
very empty, | believe. L

RR#2 Box 77D
Middlebury Center, PA 16935

Photograph by Wendy Beaver

created for his first public program in the summer of 1995. The
park is run by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.
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monitors  to  submit  observations,
research resuits, and trail experiences.
The Far West is fortunate in having a
variety of cavity nesters use nest boxes.
Readers would be interested in learning
more about some of these non-bluebird
species. We fook forward to receiving
more articles from your area and other
parts of the West.

Dear Editor:

| am, as always, delighted to renew
my membership in the Society. As
founder of the King‘s Charter Bluebird
Trail, | have spent the past eight years
creating a most successful trail in a
densely populated suburban subdivision.
On 9 April 1997, | will hold the eighth
annual bluebird trail meeting for local
residents. | will be giving a talk about
bluebirds and their conservation, then
show the new slide show, and finally
hand out nest boxes that are built for
free for interested residents. We have
bluehirds on virtually every street in this
neighborhood. They are among the most
commonly seen birds locally.

David Alpert, M.D.
9203 Stephens Manor Dr.
Mechanicsville, VA 23116

Dear Editor:

| made approximately 45 bluebird
houses last year. To date over 400. |
also made about 2% bat houses. | read
about eight books on bats and | did not
realize the great importance of bats in
relation to ecology.

During the Lake County Fair in Crown
Point, Indiana, 1 had several bluebird
boxes displayed at several booths. | also
gave your advertising circulars to the
people in charge of the booths to give
them out to interested and responsible
pPersons. Hopefully, you received
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memberships as a result of that.

Joseph A. Kujanik
2249 Crest Rd.
Gary, IN 46408

(TALES--Continued from page 119)

The Unitarian Universalist Church of
Columbia, Maryland, had its inaugural
bluebirding season last year; it was
proclaimed an "unqualified success.”
Noting that the House Sparrow is an
aggressive enemy of native cavity-
nesting birds such as the bluebird, and
must be removed Valiant Gene Berg
drew the assignment and (got rid of the
Sparrows).

The bluebird-loving Birds and Blooms
magazine continues to stimulate mail
about bluebird conservation, MyraHinson
Nobles, of Evergreen, North Carolina,
was inspired, after reading a copy in a
doctor’s office, to tell us about her
father’s long-time bluebirding efforts.
Kermit Hinson of Tabor City, North
Carolina, took up biuebird nest box
building only in his retirement with his
wife decorating the boxes with floral
designs. They place them in a roadside
display, selling them by means of the
"honor system"” for $3.50to $6.00 each.
Others they use in their yard; they have
fledged as many as 20 bluebirds, as well
as chickadees, Tufted Titmice and
nuthatches. The local newspaper
recognized his efforts in a recent article
titled: "San Francisco Had Its Birdman of
Alcatraz; Now Tabor Has a Birdman.”
We're impressed, too, Myra, and THANK
YOU for telling us!

But by now, dear reader, you are
watching bluebird brood number one
helping their parents feed siblings in
brood number two, and as Joe Hallow of
Potomac, Maryland, said: "l watched as
they fledged one by one--and just feel
they bring good fortune and happiness!”
And may they do so for YOU, dear
reader! Ll
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when told of the close encounter of the
"bluebird" kind.

This brought to mind the Black Hills
Nature Center near the NABS
headquarters. At the invitation of Park
Naturalist Denise Gibhs, | presented the
NABS slide program on 15 March. The
receptive audience enjoyed the
interactive aspect as NABS past
president Anne Sturm and NABS charter
member Jack Davis were able to localize
the details of bluebirding in the more
rural parts of Montgomery County,
Maryland. Jessica Tarpley, also of the
area and one of the younger set of
bluebirders, was accompanied by her
mother, Pam, Jessica’'s artistic expertise
was admired, as she displayed her
renditicn  of Larry Zeleny's popular
photograph of NABS’ mascct bluebirds:
Little Brother and Little Sister. A
persistently stiff breeze prevented the
group from seeing the resident bluebirds;
however, at the local Countryside Park,
| have already seen bluebirds gearing up
for this season. | know those nest boxes
will be thoroughly monitored by my
neighbor, Mary Margaret Freeburn.

Paul Delzer, Alden, New York, tried
his first bluebirding last season, with
such success that he wants to expand
this season. This past February he was
speculatively eyeing the Darien (New
York) State Park. He wrote: "I think it
would be a good place to set up houses
because there is a lot of open space. |
have the resources tc build some houses,
but | would need some posts and
permission from the state to put them
up." Go to it, Paul, and keep us posted!
New member Bruce Hall from Bayfield,
Colorado, cogitated on bluebirding this
spring, and asked us to help him in
educating some Boy Scouts about
bluebirds. Using the NABS brochures we
sent him, he planned to answer the
important gquestions asked by beginning
bluebirders. He wrote: "When you look at
the slack-jawed delinquents down at the
mall, its kind of fun encouraging a bunch
of energetic kids to do something
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positive." And Bruce’s Boy Scouts could
attract TWO bluebird species--Western
and Mountain--in his corner of southwest
Colorado.

We have had a number of inquiries
both by telephone and e-mail from
bluebirders with access to golf courses
about the feasibility of placing nest
boxes on the courses. NABS members
Richard and Paula Kerins, of Middlesex,
Pennsylvania, own and operate the Tam-
o-Shanter Golf Course of Pennsylvania.
They reported by telephone that they
practice "integrated pest management,”
using a pulverized garlic spray {(no odor,
honestly!). They have over 50 bluebird
nest boxes, successfully raising bluebirds
in many of them. For more information,
you might want to give them a call at
{412) 981-7127, their golf course office
number. The bluebirding season got off
the ground in Morristown, Tennessee as
teacher Michael Jinks sent a snapshot of
a high school class, saying: "We make
50-100 boxes each year." They probably
have a high degree of success, because
Tennessee is one of those places in the
United States where bluebirds can find
much to faver their numbers, just
naturally.

NABS Speakers’ Bureau has hundreds
of devoted bluebirders, so sometimes we
get letters from persons inspired by one
speaker or another. Joe Anna Bolton was
one of these, who heard the bluebird talk
given by Mr. Gene Downs, of Fincastle,
Virginia, to the Big Spring Garden Club.
Sending a donation to NABS from the
club, she wrote: "Mr. Downs is an
excellent representative for the bluebird
and your society.” And NABS is very
gratefut for his and ALL the speakers’
efforts for the bluebirds! Another veteran
bluehird speaker is Lloyd Wilson, of
Godfrey, lllinois, who was listed as
speaker at the THINK BLUE Special Event
as an 18 year veteran! NABS historian
Shirley Adams, of Aiton, lllinois, credits
Lloyd with helping her to get involved in
bluebird conservation. She was already

involved in dogs and parrots!
{Continued on page 117)
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Life Members
Charlotte Jernigan
Katrina Renouf

Mrs. lrene S. Frantz
John H. Rogers
Barbara L. Matlock
Lawrence Zeleny

Dr. Eugene Majerowicz
Lillian Lund Files

Stan Bleszinski

Laura Nielsen

Keith Krdler

Fred A. Huntress, Jr.
Gerald Edward Martin
Dr. Bill Keyes

Thomas J. O'Neil
Elizabeth Crispin

Dr. Robert F. Giddings
Haskell A. Duncan
T.L. Sanderson, M.D.
Mrs. William G. Lehd
Mark Ross

Stephen J. Garr

Lorne Scott

Sarkis Acopian
Clarence "Bud” Boone
Kevin Joseph McCarthy
Miss Georgia Hariton
Peter D. VanDuser
George K. Freeland, Jr.
Gertrude Dunn Davis

Western Bluebird
Elizabeth Crispin

Mountain Bluebird
Donna R. Hagerman

Eastern Bluebird
Ann & Marty Bambrick
USPA/Don Beck

Gary Black, Jr.

Bella Vista Bluebird Society
Warwick P. Bonsal, Jr.
Jane S. Brookes
Donna Bretz

Joe H, Capley

William L. Carmines
Martha Chestem

G.R. Cock

Mrs. Joseph Coyne
Allisan Croessmann
Phillip Davidsen
Gertrude Dunn Davis
Jean G. Eakin

Harry Eichbaum

Paul W. Ford

Tommye S. Givens
Gearge N. Grant
Edwina Hahn

BLUEBIRD BOOSTERS

Dr. Bruce Hall

Gail Hall

Gearge & Carol Harmon
Pamela Isdeil

Kenneth W. Jacobs, Jr.,
Larry & Betty Jernigan
Kingsiey Kelly

Amy Kurland

The Krusos Foundation
Joan Lane

Mimi Bourgeosis

Mrs. F. Leslie Long

Mrs. George Luce

William Logan

Gertrude Maynard

McDutf Designs, Inc.
Richard McGovern

Merry Lee Envircnmental Center
Karen S. Metz

National Federation of Garden Clubs
Robert M. Niebuhr

George P. O'Neil

Roger Paloguin

Chester F. Piell

Rosemary Z. Rittler
Chandler S. Robhins
Marvin & Mary Rubin
Marjorie 5. Samples

Mr. & Mrs. John S. Schier
Dr. & Mrs. J.R. Schonberg
Betty Shaull

Mrs. E.B. Sheaff

Ruth Shone

Susan L. Sloan

Stanley Silsby

Mr. & Mrs. W.L. Sullivan, Il}
Charles Richard Watson
J.C. Webb

Nancy Weber

William M. Wilcox, Jr.
Richard Williams

Michael Owen Willson
Wills Point Wilderness Society
Marianne Wudarsky

Fledgling

Shirley Adams

Sandy Albert

Arrow Wiring Contractors
Augusta Bird Club

Linda G. Baldauski

Carol Hee Barnett

Mrs. Nanoy Baron

Carol A. Baugh

H.J. Elair

Charlene Bofinger

Dr. & Mrs. Thomas Boschen
Dr, Robert J. Bradley
Coburn Britton

A. Bruno

Todd & Deb Burrus
Edith F. Camp

Amy A, Cox

Kristine Crutch

Mr. & Mrs. James Davis
Dr. Wayne H. Davis

Mr. & Mrs. William Davis
Joanne Dixon

Susan Doyle

Stuart C. Farmer

Dee & Odell Friar

Forest Garden Club
Frank & Jacque’ Furnari
Bill Garner

Betty Hamon Family
Beatrice M. Hayward
Dana L. Heisey

Joan ten Hoor

Barbara A. Inzana

Mrs, R.N. Jespersen
Lee Jolly

Laura J. Kirk

Robert & Grace Kocher
Leland D. Krape
Cathryn Kurtagh
Michele A. Kutner
George & Michelle Laiacona
Dorothy Lamoureux
Robert & Mary Lavell
Doug & Ethel Marie Levasseur
Carl & Anne Little
Becky Lomax

Dwight E. Lowell

J. Kent McNew

Barbara Mandot
Thomas H. Meyer
Marilyn Michalski

Brian Miller

Jack L. Moltenbrey
Barbara Maore

Leland M. Moss
Marjorie Mountjoy

Ohie Bluebird Society
P.P. Olson

Victor Pastor

Trish Quintenz

Mark & Jean Raabe
Mrs. Charles G. Rice
Grant C. Riggle

Roger E. Roberts

Dr. William K. Roth, Jr.
Chester & Ruth Schmidt
Gretchen N. Schwartz
Shuman Lite Center
Barbara K. Silver

John W, Skooglund

Pat Soehnlen

Dr. & Mrs. Wayne Spiggle
Helen W. Swain

{Continued on page 120)
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