


Myrna Pearman, Lacombe, Alberta (left) receives award for bluebird
conservation from Executive Director Mary D Janetatos.

The Awards Committee chaired by Joan Harmet is composed of the following members:!

Ray Harris, Mary Janetatos, Charlotte Jernigan, Carol McDaniel, and Barbara Stinson.
(o e P e i i e N e e e e e e e

1996 Nesting Box Report

Research Chairman Kevin L. Bemer is
coempiling cavity nester results of the 1996
breeding season for publication in the
Summer 1997 issua of Siafia. In order to
provide as accurate a summary as
possible, he needs the totals in a timely
fashion. He understands that where larger
numbers of boxes and monitors are
involved it is a complicated and often
lengthy process. Try to submil totals, even
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if they are incomplete. If your report
invelves mare than 500 boxes or an entire
county, state, or region, you may submit
results as late as 20 March 1997, Any
summaries after 1 March should be sent
directly to Kevin Berner, SUNY-Cobleskill,
College of Agricuiture and Technology,
Cobleskill, NY 12043-9986. Do not depend
on surmmaries sent bulk mail to reach him
in time for publication. |
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The individual writes, "in conclusion, the
1996 survey of the bluebird boxes was a
very enjoyable activity. My seven year old
50N also enjoyed checking the baoxes and
had his own monitor sheel. We look
forward to deing it again in 1997. | have
inroduced the use of the boxes as
yardage markers for the golfers as this will
give me the opporunity to build some
maore bioxes for the 1997 season. Bluebird
boxes will thus become an important and
integral pan of the course.”

Dear Editor:

On 12 Aprl 1996, | was visiting my
bluebird houses to get them shipshape for
the nesting season. One of the boxes is
located in a natural hollow at one end of
a meadow. The box faces south toward
an open field. The east and north sides
are flanked by a grove of young trees. To
the west is the open meadow for about
200 feet and then a forest of mature
hardwoods, The botiom of the side-
opening box is no more than four feel off
the ground.

When | opened i, | saw a clump of
straw and wispy fur, just like a deer
mouse's nesi. 1 touched the clump,
something moved inside, and a head shot
up at the top of the clump. It looked like
a deer mouse with large dark eyes. |
grabbed the clump and yanked it out on
the ground. The creature jumped out and
climbed up the side of the box and then
into the trees nearby. | noticed it had folds
of skin tucked wunder its legs and
forearms. Three smaller creatures fell out
on the ground at my feet. | suddenly
realized that they were flying squirrels! |
had always wondered if we had any. |
held these little babies in my hands, put
them and the nest back in the box,
hoping the mother would continue to stay
there. But the next day, when | returned,
all of them were gone. | assume and hope
that she simply moved them somewhere
else and successfully raised them to
adulthood. | never would have thought
flying squirrels would nest so low.
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Henry M. Ditman
2800 Sykesvilla Road
Westminster, MD 21157

Dear Editor:

My name is Laura MclLendon, and | am
a junicr at Southland Academy. | have
been a member of your society since |
was a small girl. 8ecause of my family's
involvement in the bluebird conservation
efforts over the past 20 years, | chose to
focus my 4-H project on Eastern
Bluebirds. This project has always besn
an informative, educational project that
includes all of the information needed to
begin and maintain a bluebird trail. | have
taken this project 10 regional competition
for five years and to state competition for
the past two. | have also presented the
project pefore numerous groups in Macon
and Crawford counties. This project has
really made my community and
surrounding communities more aware of
bluebirds and their needs.

This past year | conducted an
experiment 10 determine if our new PVC
boxes were cooler for the bluebirds than
our dark wooden boxes. | monitored my
17 boxes twice weekly throughout the
season, recording the interior temperature
and the contents of each box, Throughout
the season,, | discovered a consistent
temperature difference. The PVC boxes
were, on the average, three to five
degrees F. cooler than the wooden boxes.
| changed my 4-H project to focus on this
experiment and was very pleased with the
results. | did not win at the region {2nd) or
at the state (3rd), but | believe | will be
successful at both this year.

| wanted to share wilth you how much
the bluebirds have meant to me over the
years. They have taken me across the
state of Georgia, and, if | win the slate
compatition, they will help send me to
college. | am eternally grateful to the
bluebirds and to your organization for
working so hard to teach others to help
them.

Laura MclLendaon
Route 1, Box 184
Oglethorpe, GA 31068
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Blue Feather award by the Ohio Bluebird
Society! Jane and Frank Zuern, of
Oshkosh, Wi, had their distinctive “tree
branch” nest box on display, which was
much examined by an inquisitive crowd.
In a phone conversation later, new NABS
Board Member Steve Eno, of Raymond,
NE, praised the meeting. Also, he credited
his wife, Cheryl, with being just as
involved in bluebirding as he is: together
they have launched the statewide
Bluebirds Across Nebraska. Il was good
1o see Maryland bluebirders there. Jack

Davls and Mark Ross, both of German-
town, MD, brought me up to date

regarding our local bluebirds. Mark, who
is 2 NABS Life Member, had his annual
meeting registration  paid for by 1he
Momgomery County bluebird trails section
of the parks department. (That's a great
way to spend "my" tax money!) Dick and
Katie Purvis, of Anaheim, CA, stimulated
interest for the next annual meeling, 1o be
held 15-18 May 1997 in Newport Beach,
CA, when the haosting group for the
Society will be the Sea and Sage
Auduborn. But back to the Hamilton fun!
The fascinating surroundings, the Royal
Botanica! Gardens gloriously abloom with
every variety of flora, were not dimmed by
the intermittent rain. Camera buffs clicked
away 10 their hean's content. Andre Dion,
Quebecois author of The Return of the
Bluebird, related the news thal he and his
lovely wife France are deseniing their
nometown, St. Placid, and taking to the
open road in a recreational vehicle--next
stop: Brazil, where their beloved Purple
Martins spend the winter?

New bluebird friends were made. Joan
Dougherty, of Hamilton, and | have more
than biueburds in common: She married
the name | was born with She does her
bluebirding with the Qntarioc Eastern
Bluebird Society. Bab Elstone, also of
Hamilton said he has been bluebirding for
20 years and only recently became aware
of NABS.

There were many other folks atlending,
some of whom | hope 10 pname at a later
date. There were those “‘conspicuous' by
their absence. Jack and Ruby Finch, of
Bailey, NC, had been ‘regulars" at other
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meetings, with  Ruby  giving  our
invocations, and Jack regaling us with his
very successful legendary Homes for
Bluebirds, They are in good health, I've
discovered and slill have us in their
prayers...and vice versa. Norah Lane, of
Toronto, almost made it, but a late striking
"bug" attacked, and the illness grounded
ner. Norah is another of the NABS
tounding board of directors, whose late
husband, John Lane, spearheaded
bluebirding from their home then in
Manitoba and throughout western Canada.
His story was highlighted in the very first
issue of Sialia. Art and Margaret Rusnell,
of Klienburg, Ontario, atso suffered from
the “flu-bug," but they made it to the Sat-
urday evening banguel. An currently
serves on the NABS Board. Ray Harris,
of Pincher Creek, Alberta, completed the
Canadian connection on the NABS Board
of Directors.

Ron and Priscilla Kingston, of
Charlottesville, VA, attend every meeting
including the meetings of state bluebird
societies. Ron, as chair of the NABS
Speakers Bureau raves about the level of
bluebird activism shown by his roster of
speakers. Newly-elected NABS Board
member R. David Shiels and his wife,
Cargl, of Dallas, TX, have been involved
on a grand scale with bluebird displays as
well as lectures. BIill Wheeler, of
Lafayetlte, TN, ancther new board
member, also s the "Bluebird Man" in his
area. Edwina and Bobk Hahn, of
Columbus, GA, were relaxed at this
meeting, but we reminisced about another
greaf meeling, the one Edwina helped
organize three years ago at Callaway
Gardens, GA Also relaxing this time were
the 1daho hosts of the memorable NABS
Seventeenth Annual Meeting, Al and Hilda
t.arson, of Boise. With the Mountain
Bluebird as its stale bird, that was a
wonderful meeting 10 celebrate bluebirds!
Two of NABS' past presidents, Sadie
Daorber, Vestal, NY, who now chairs the
Nominating Committee, and Lillian Files,
Tyngsboro, MA, could have been trading
stories about the various stale bluebird

societies sprouting everywhere, The New
{Continued on page 30}
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Life Members
Charlotte Jernigan
Clark W. Hart

Katrina Renouf

Mrs. Irene S. Franiz
John H. Rogers
Barbara L. Matlack
Lawrence Zeleny

Dr. Eugene Majerowicz
Lillian Lund Files

Stan Bleszinski

Laura Nielsen

Keith Kridler

Fred A. Huntress, Jr.
Gerald Edward Marlin
Dr. Biil Keys

Thomas J. Q'Neil
Elizabeth Crispin

Dr. Rabert F. Giddings
Haskell A. Duncan

T.L. Sanderson, M.D.
Mrs. Willlam G. Lehrl
Mark Raoss

Stephen J. Carr

Lorne Scott

Sarkis Acopian
Clarence "Bud" Boone
Kevin Joseph McCarthy
Miss Georgia Hariton
Peter D, VanDuser
George K. Freeland, Jr.
Gerirude Dunn Davis

Western Bluebird
Elizabeth Crispin
Dawn Maclaren

Ken Marcus

Marjorie §. Samples
Nancy E. Warner, M.D.

Eastern Bluebird
Gary Black, Jr.
Warwick B. Bonsal, Jr.
Bowater

Karen & Mike Bosc
Sarah 5. Braunwell
Ray C. Brinser

Lylia Bryant

Robyn Chapman

Ms. Kathy Colston
Daisy Hill Farm
Gertrude Dunn Davis
Tyran & Kathy Early
Douglas Flood
Tommye S. Givens
Diane Grelow

Gecige N. Grant
Edwina Hahn

Ted W. Hahn Family
Gerald L. Hartley

Don Harwood

John R. Hays

Pamela Isdsil

Kenneth W. Jacobs, Jr,
Larry & Betty Jernigan

BLUEBIRD BOOSTERS

Veda Pauline Jones
Pauline R. Kasserman
Ron E. Kingston

Ms. Amy Kuriand
Joan Lane

Mrs. F. Leslie Long

Aletha J. Lindstrom
Mrs. George Luce

Richard McGovern
Maxine C. Montgomery
Royal M. Montgomery, M,D.
Dudley R. Overt

Roger Peloquin

Lilliam D. Pennington

5.J. Purtell

Linda Querec

Katrina Renouf

Brenda Rewalt

Rosemary Z. Rittler

Marvin & Mary Rubin

Mr. & Mrs. John S. Schier
Dr. & Mrs. J.R. Schonberg
Betty Shaull

Mrs. E.B. Sheaff

Susan L. Sloan

Nelson W. Taylor

Dawn Todd

Mary Ann Tyler

Russ Valentine

Sue Wells

Michael Owen Willson
Marianne Wudarsky

Fledgling

Mrs. Shirley Adams
David Alpert, M.D.

Arrow Wiring Contractors
Augusta Bird Club

Linda G. Baldauski
Carol Hee Barnett

Mrs. Nancy Baron

Carol A. Baugh

Mrs. Constance Benson
H.J. Blair

Robert P. Bodine
Charlene Bofinger
William J. Broussard, M.D.
Jane H. Brown

Robert J. Brown

Todd & Deb Burrus
Edith F. Camp
Chesterfield Christian Church
G.H. Cook

Ruth M. Coppedge
Kiistine Crutch

Mr. & Mrs. William Davis
Marvin Dicker

Mr, & Mrs. Malcolm Dorber
Dowling Public Library
Susan Doyle

Stuart C. Farmer

H.N. Fogel, M.D.

Forest Garden Club

Dee & Odell Friar

Frank & Jacque Furnari
Pat Givens

Ms. Vivian Glenn

Mr. & Mrs, George Harmon
Dana L. Heisey

Joan ten Hoor

Charles & Jan Huthmacher

Innovative Recycled Products, Inc.

Mrs. R.L. lreland, Il
Barbara A. Irwin

Randy & Laura Jertberg
Mrs. R.N. Jespersen
Linda J. Kirk

Robert & Grace Kocher
Leland D. Krape

Cathryn Kurtagh

George & Michele Laiacona
Robert J. Lavell

Dwight E. Lowell

Thomas H. Meyer

Mrs. Marilyn Michalski
Brian Miller

Jack L. Moltenbrey
Leland M. Moss

Mr. & Mrs. George Nalisnik
P.P. Olson

George P. O'Neil

Victor Pastor

Mr. & Mrs. Warren Pratt
Trish Quintenz

Mrs. Charles G. Rice
Grant C. Riggle

Roger E. Robers

Todd Ryker

Chester G, Schmidt
Gretchen N. Schwartz
Dean E. Sheldon, Jr.
Shuman Light Center
Donald Simonson

John W. Skooglund
Thomas A. Temple, Jr.
Robkert J. Thiebout
Stephen S. Thompsan, Jr.
Dawn Todd

Mr. & Mrs. Bronson Trevor, Jr.
Mary Trewartha
Elizabeth Warnke

Kim L. Williams

Dr. & Mrs. Bobert Wiliiams
Woodbury Women's Club
Jeannie Wright

Nestling

John & Heather Bednar
Berwyn Women'’s Club
Mrs. Bena S. Bishop

J. William Bruner

Ann €. Cannon

Merle F. Crossland

Alan & Janet Curry Family
R. DelLange

Edward & Helen DePaofi
Betty Euliss

Dr. & Mrs. Reberl Fry
Delores Gilbreath

Dr. & Mrs. William Hallenbeck
Lois Rae Harder

{Continued on page 40)
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