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Dr. Wayne Davis's 1884 and 1995 resulls of experimants with Peterson cval entrance
and Kentucky slct boxes found that the ovai entrance of the Peterson box was the feature

ihat differentiated bluebird preference for that opening. See article on page 135 of this
issue of Siafia.

--Bluebird Recovery Program

MISSCOURI--Missouri Depanment of Conservation latter
The Missowi Depanment of Conservation has developed materials to aid Missouri
teachers and youth leaders teach about state birds, conservation, endangered species,
backyard habitats, etc. Handsome color posters, lesson plans, activity books, and fact
sheets are among the items available. For a tist of materials and prices, contact Missouri
Depantment of Conservation, P.O. Box 180, Jefferson City, MO 65102-0180.
--Missouri Dapartment of Conservation

NEBRASKA--Bluebirds Across Nebraska Newsletfer, Spring 1995, Summer 1995

Mary Zimmerman terms mealworms “candy” for bluebirds. She details the experience of
Julie Milota, of Papilion, who has achieved excellent results photographing bluebirds by
luring them with mealworms. A commercial source is listed as well as diractions for raising
them.

A grant of $5,300 was awarded to Bluebirds Across Nebraska (BAN} from the Nebraska
State Lottery Environmental Trust. This allowed 325 nest boxes to be built and distributed
during March and April, BAN also received a grant for $500 from the Nebraska Game and
FParks Commission which enabled it 1o conduct warkshops last spring. Funds came from
the nongame income tax checkoff. Slides, videas, and other teaching aids were purchased,

BAN'’s educational committee presented workshops in March and April in Grand Island,
OCmaha, Crete, Lincoln, Nerfolk, and Talmege. More than 160 people participated.

BAN's first anpual conference was held 1 April 1995 at Mahoney State Park.
Approximately 100 people attended. President Steve Eno presented the Bluebirder of the
Year Award to Connie Conover.

Information booths were staffed at the Spring River Conferance in Kearney, Earth Day
at Antelope Park, and Spring Affair in Lincoln.

In the interest of increasing biuebird production, BAN has planned a competition for next
year among the counties of tha state. In 1996 the county recording the largest percentage
increase in bluebirds fledged will receive a free picnic cpen to all bluebirders reponing in
that county. Directory reporters attending will receive a free bluebird box.

Both Sanford Downs and Steven Eno reporied problems with the Tree Branch Box
(TBB). Downs found it expensive and time-consuming to build, Eno paired seven with a
like number of Peterson boxes. All TB Boxes were occupied by sparrows or wrens.

The Summer issue includes reports from trails operated by members of Wachiska
Audubon and Omaha Audubon.

--Bluebirds Across Nebraska

NEW HAMPSHIRE--undated mailing received July 1995

Bruce Burdett, who has put up bluebird boxes in New Mampshire since 1989, decided
to expand his efforts in 1995 to establish a statewide network. In March 1985 he mailed
packets of bluebird information to 110 New Hampshire conservation chairmen. That initial
mailing elicited 13 responses. Fortunately, he alsoc sent a letter to the editor of a few
newspapers offering a free suggestion sheet 1o anycne interested. Requests began coming
from all over the state as well as from Vermont and Maine. Mid-seascn he sent a letter to
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average bluebird fledgiings per box. Peterson oval entrances were the most successful
with 3.1; slot entrances averaged 2.28, and round holes averaged .94 bluebird fledgfings
per box. Round hcle boxes were much more attractive 10 Tree Swallows with this style
recording the highest success rate of 3.5 fledged swallows per box. The Dawes Trail
fledged 189 bluebirds and 263 Tree Swallows.

The newsletter also featured articles highlighting the life history of the bluebird, ways to
feed bluebirds in winter {especially through the use of landscape plantings), and traii tips
for monitors.

--The Dawses Arboretum

----Blushird Monitor, Summer 19395

The board of the Ohio Bluebird Scciety {OBS) has recently decided to emphasize
county bluebirding efforts and reorganize from the five districts they have been using. Bill
Davis has agreed to serve as the state representative of the county coordinators. He is
still in neec of volunteers to serve as county coordinators.

The OBS board also adopted a plan to rotate the annual fall convention among the five
districts. This would enable more OBS members to become directly involved with a
meeting and might interest more members of the public in dluebirding.

Bob Orthwein describes his success in House Sparrow-infested areas with three boxes
seven yards apart. This provides one box for bluebirds, one for Tree Swallows, and one
for the sparrows. He makes plain, however, that allowing the sparrows {0 put nesting
material in the third box simply gives monitors the chance 10 trap the sparrows. Under no
circumstances should they be allowed to hatch and fledge young. The Huber in-box live
trap is his trap of choice. Neither bluebirds nor Tree Swallows have been killed by
sparrows or their nests usurped in the past eight years at any of his triple box sites.

Dr. Wayne Davis reviews some solulions 10 raccoon predation problems. As with mest
aspects of bluebirding, there is no one solution to the problem. Reseaich has
gemonstrated that the basic wooden entrance predator guard is ineffective, aithough
slanting the entrance hole up as Don Wilkins does may have merit. The Noel wire guard
has had mixed success, especially if attached before incubation begins which may cause
nest abandonment by bluebirds. Dick Tuttle's liberal coating of grease is effective for him
as is Steve Gilberison’s polished metal conduit. Davis notes that the Zuern tree branch
box is particularly safs from raccoon predation. It is perhaps a reasonable box choice
where it is not possible to mount boxes on individual posts or conduit. In 1994 Davis tests
of Zuern and Peterson boxes mounted on power poles, the shallow Peterson boxes were
frequently raided by raccoens. The only bluebird nests destroyed in Zuern boxes were
those in which nests had been built in front of the baffle.

--Chio Bluebird Sociely

OKLAHOMA--Watchable Wildlife News, Spring 1995
Almost 800 Oklahomans have purchased the new Wildlife Conservation License Plates
which feature either a white-tailed deer or a Scissor-tailed Flycatcher. Most of the annual
fee goes toward the Nongame Wildlife Program.
--Okiahoma Nongams Program

ONTARIO—-Bluebird Repont for 1994
Hazel Bird repoits that an analysis of the last 10 years of bluebird nestings has seen
a statling drop from 81 in 1985 to 23 in 1994. The major cause of the decline in nestings
appears to be loss of suitable habitat. The number one threat is the ongoing, uncentrolted
profiferation of Scotch pine (an introduced species).
--Willow Beach Field Naturalists
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o) el 3 STATE OF MARYLAND

IU OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

Yyl

PARRIS N GLENDENING
GOVERNOR

June 26, 1995

North American Bluebird Society
Atitn: Charlotte Jersigan, President
Box 6295

Silver Spring, Maryland 20916-6295

Dear Friends:

It was with much sadness that I learned of the death of
Dr. Lawrence Zeleny. 1 knew Larry as a friend, a neighbor and
as a tireless advocate for the North American Bluebird.

Larry profoundly affected the lives of many people. His
dedicated efforts, along with others who shared his awareness
for the value of our native wildlife, are directly responsible for
the preservation and restoration of this species in Maryland.
Because of this work, future generations will have the
opportunity to enjoy and love bluebirds as much as he did.

On behalf of the citizens of Maryland, I salute the
contributions of Dr. Lawrence Zeleny, and the North Ainerican
Bluebird Society, to the citizens of the State of Maryland.

Sincerely,

/

4’—; A/ . M
Parris N. Glendening

Governor
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Smaller than a robin but bigger than a
chickadee, the bluebird is a cavity nesling
insect eater who prefers to nest in open
fields, orchards and lawns. The bluebird is
one of our most valuable native
songbirds. Henry David Thoreau said “he
carries lhe sky on his back,' and no one
has yet improved on his description.

Once you open your eyes and really
start 1o look for biuebirds and once you
put up a few nest boxes in suitable
habitats and get a pair of nesting
bluebirds to fledge several young ones,
you are hooked. You will never again look
at  your vyard, your field, or your
community open space without insisting-
-and volunteering--to monitor bluebird nest
boxes.

You see, the beauly of Larry Zeleny's
legacy is that he proved that bluebirds,
which have been displaced from their
natural cavity nests and are seriously
threatened throughout their range, will
accept artificial nest boxes, and even
thrive in them. The motto of the North
American Bluebird Sociely is "Effective
Conservation," and the thousands of
dedicated volunteers who put up and
monitor literally tens of thousands of
bluebird nest boxes every year are
testimony to the success of this backyard
conservation effort. It is no exaggeration
1o say that this species, and many other
cavity nesting songbirds who also use

bluebird nest boxes, have been saved
from the threat of extinction.

| know that | will never again ook at
suitable bluebird habitats without thinking
that bluebird boxes should be placed
there, and that, with proper persuasion,
someone can be convinced 1o moenitor
those boxes. This is the true hope for the
bluebird's survival. 1 know that Larry
Zeleny passed that conviclion on to me in
his gentle, unassuming way, and | am so
grateful.

We buried him in Fort Lincoln Cemetery
in Brentwood next to his beloved wife,
QOlive. Fort Lincoln Cemetery 1s an
extraordinarily histaric location just up
from the Bladensburg Dueling Grounds
near the Anacostia River on the border of
Maryland and Washington. Even though |
looked carefully today during the funeral
and all | saw were European Starlings, |
know that there are at least six successful
bluebird nests in boxes in Fort Lincoln
Cemetery and on nearby parkland that
have been put up by volunieers and park
naturalists--the first successful bluebird
nests in this area in decades.

Sconer or later, one will drep by to pay
his respects, and it will be just like coming
home for Larry. &5

This tribute is reprinted, with permission, from
the 2 June 1995 edition of The Prince George's
Journal.

NINETEENTH
ANNUAL MEETING OF THE
NORTH AMERICAN BLUEBIRD SOCIETY

The Nineteenth Annual Meeling of the North American Bluebird Society will
be held in Ontaric, Canada, September 13-15, 1996.

The sponsor of the meeting will be the Ontario Eastern Bluebird Socisty.
Registration material will appear in the Spring 1996 issue of Sialia. Prior to that

time, direct questions to Art and Margaret Rusnell, R.R. 1, Kleinburg, Ontario,
Canada LOJ 1C0. Tel. (905) 893-1538.
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olher birds there. In the last week of April
this year, | copened the box and was
startled 1o see a tiny squirrel in a grassy
nest. As | reached to close the box, the
squirrel scampered out and up the tree a
few feet. When | moved around 1o get a
better look, the squirrel climbed higher
and glided to a nearby tree. With the help
of a wildlife guide, | identified it as a
southern flying squirrel.

From its size, | guess it was an adult,
probably a female. Since 1his squirrel is
nocturnal, | had never seen cne before. |
didn’t disturb the nest to see if any young
were present, but now | wish | had.

Lester B. Gundiff
RD 2, Box 87
Landenberg, PA 18350

Dear Editor:

I saw one lid of my ST-1 sparrcw trap
down and went cutside to find a juncc
who had hung himself between the lid
and the top of the front side. | know the
junco was able to wark his head under
the lid because last August | found a
Tufted Titmouse trying desperately to
extract itself from the same situation. |
rescued the titmouse and thought it a
one-time fluke.

I cannct think of a worse way tc stan
the new year. Implicitly trusting a product
sold through your crganization, | bought
the trap to help birds like juncos and,
instead, | kill them.

Sylvia Seeley
3541 Madisen Place
Hyattsville, MO 20782

Dear Mr. Dupres, Treasurer:

On behalf of the Ccliege Foundation
[SUNY-Cobleskill, NY] | would like to
thank you very much for the check for
$500 which will be used to hire an intern
o do research under Kevin Bermner's
supervision.

| know that this will pay for very
impornant work for the [North American)

Bluebird Society. We certainly are pleased

that SUNY Cobleskill is able to participate

in this program and that you are
supporting it with dollars.

Walter J. Clark

Director of Development

SUNY Cobleskill Foundation

Cobleskili, NY 12043

Dear Editor:

Last night | wore a bluebird shirt to the
senior citizen’s meeting and generated
lots of attention.

A year ago our bluebird luck was zilch.
Fledged not ong baby bluebird. Blowflies
killed them all. Friends put up one box
and fledged every one of three hatches.
Amazing we thought--and beginners at
that!

Bluebirds bring us much pleasure since
being retired; we have time to cbserve
them and build nesling boxes for anyone
interested.

George & Elvera Nichels
3936 Waits Rd.
Owego, NY 13827

Dear Editor:

Through Wayne Davis and your journal
I discovered the slot box and became
very intrigued. | built one and placed it out
front betweenn mine and my neighbor's
driveway and the street. | placed chopped
peanuts on the roof to attract the
chickadees or ftitmice, expecting the
bluebirds to chocse the Petersen out
back, and instead the bluebirds chose it
[slct) first feeding on the peanuts. It cnly
took them two days to find it and select it.
On the third day nest building began. Five
eggs were laid....

Right before incubaticn had begun, i
came across a product called Bluebird
Treat and decided this was a perfect
situation to try it. Immediately they loved
it, paicularly the male.

Brian Miller
5528 Tallow St.
Fredericksburg, VA 22407
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environment. The June 1995 issue of
Zoogoer Magazins ran a bluebird story
and included NABS' address. This
resulted in a number of letlers from
children, Scott Brewer, of Marengo, OH,
wrote in block print that he wanted us to
send him a letler about how 1o build a
bluebird house. | hope he enjoyed the
color pictures on the brochure, "Where
Have All the Bluebirds Gone?" which was
sent to him, to Joy Hardesty, of Deer
Park, TX, and to Mike in Hopedale, MA,
as well as to all the other inquiries. Brandt
West’s missionary family was in Germany
and was headed for Sweden, but Brandt
wanted bluebird information. Jessica
Tarpley, 11, of nearby Oiney, MD,
telephoned the NABS office and wanted to
know how she could become involved in
monitoring bluebird nest boxes. | was
especially impressed with Jessica's ar
work depicting bluebirds!

When we receive inquiries from
teachers, | always alert them to the
Educational Packet for the middle
elementary grades compiled under the
direction of past president and current
nominating chairwoman, Sadie Dorber.
Mrs. Dlane Ross, a third grade teacher in
Elgin, IL, wrote that a friend gave her Leo
Ward's glass Bluebird of Happiness.
Accompanying it was information about
helping the bluebird so she was asking
for more material, A fifth grade class in
Whidbey Istand, WA, sent individual letlers
sparked by their reading of Bluebird
Rescue. Joe  Tait, corresponding
secretary for NABS, sent each child in
Mrs. Ross's class a letter answering his or
her specific bluebird question.

John Phillips, of Los Angeles, CA, as
leader of Camp Fire Group, We Pia Gah,
reported on the bluebird trail his group
had put out at their campground. (Note:
the Camp Fire "Save the Bluebird" project
was initially begun for Camp Fire, Inc. by
Larry Zeleny and yours truly. At the tims |
was a Camp Fire leader for the two
groups of which my daughters, Kathi and
Ann, were members.)

Birds & Biooms, a bright new addition
to the field of nature periodicals, featured

Volume 17, Number 4

NABS member Jennifer Jones's work
with her bluebird trail in Kalona, A, in its
very first issue. The fine anicle inciuded
the Society's address and continues to
yield reguests for bluebird information.

Fran Studnicka, Brookfield, IL, wrote
describing their novice biluebirding efforts.
"I thought lhey ate mosquitos but when
we watched they were feeding their young
lots of green worms.... One night about
8:30...the mother flew up to the nest with
another green worm. She stuck her head
into the box and the babies didn't make a
sound. | got the image of the poor little
birds stuffed with food saying, just let us
sleep already."

Mr. and Mrs. Vincent S. Luca, of
Hawthorne, FL, said thal an article in 4-
H-er "seeded" their request. "We are both
73 years of age and have bluffed our way
through 50 (') years of wedded biiss."
Congratulations to you both! And may the
bluebird of happiness brighten the rest of
your years! The sculpted blue crystal
bluehirds by Leo Ward {available through
NABS) inspired a request for infarmation
from Theresa Willis, living somewhere in
the Catskills of New York.

Bobby H, Dorris, of Portland, TN, says
he has relired from the business whirl and
is building bluebird boxes and learning
about bluebirds. Another retiree, Dr. R.D.
Williams, of Markleville, IN, sent an
Associated Press newspaper story about
his retirement "career” in bluebirding. He
and his wife, Beverly, bought a 126 acre
farm. They placed a bluebird "run" on the
farm and i is a true cavity nester trail. "In
the houses, its finders, keepers. There are
Black-capped Chickadees, wrens, Tree
Swallows, and the Tufied Titmouse. |
throw out the English [House] Sparrows."
Dr. Willams is a member of NABS
Speakers Bureau: 'l enjoy being a
spokesperson for NABS.*

Another NABS promoter is David
Shields, of Dallas, TX. He wrote, “The
Wills Point Bluebird Festival was a smash!
| really pushed for new members at my
booth and during my slide show." (It paid
off with four new members for NABS)

In July, Lurten Gesell, of Connersville,

{Conlinued on page 139)
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Life Members

Charlotte Jernigan
Clark W. Hart

Katrina Renouf

Mrs. irene S. Frantz
John H. Rogers
Barbara L. Matlock
Lawrence Zeleny

Dr. Eugene Majerowicz
Lillian Lund Files

Stan Bleszinski

Laura Nielsen

Keith Kridler

Fred A. Huntress, Jr.
Geraid Edward Martin
Dr. Bill Keyes

Thomas J. O'Neil
Elizabeth Crispin

Dr. Hobert F. Giddings
Haskell A, Duncan
T.L. Sanderson, M.D.
Mrs. William G. Lehr!
Mark Ross

Stephen J. Garr

Lorne Scoft

Sarkis Acopian
Clarence "Bud" Boone
Kavin Joseph McCarthy

Mountain Bluebird

Donna R. Hagerman
Western Bluebird

Randy & Laura Jertberg
Marjorie S. Samples
Marianne Wudarsky

Eastern Blusbird

Robert E. Ahearn, M.D.
Janet R. Baksh

Trudy Beddow

Alan P. Bickenbach
Garsy Black, Jr.

Sarah S. Braunwell
Robert J. Brown

Lylia Bryant

Sue Cascio

Mr. & Mrs, James E. Crowell
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Davis
Barbara G. Donaldson
Jean G. Eakin

Peter Eiger

Petar & Theresa Elmendorf
Steve & Cheryl Eno
Melvin H. Gesink

Pat Givens

Tommye S. Givens
George N. Grant
Guilford Garden Cluh
Linda G. Handling

BLUEBIRD BOOSTERS

Miss Georgia Hariton
Mr. & Mrs. George Harmon
Richard & Marlys Hjort
Pamela lsdell

Kenneth W. Jacobs, Jr.
Larry & Betty Jernigan
David M. Johnson
Edwin Joseph

Pauline R. Kasserman
Kathy Keating

Lenna D. Kennedy
Susan M. Kinsey

Paula Klavan

Fobart & Grace Kocher
Joan Lane

D. Leistikow

Mrs. Marty V. Leonard
Aletha J. Lindstrom

Mrs. F. Leslie Long

Ms. Felicia Lovelett

Mrs. George Luce
Steve Mahler

Jacquelyn McCarter
Richard McGovern
Bruce MciNaughton
Maxine Montgomery

J.L. Norton, M.D.

David B. Oliver, Il

Janet B. O'Neal

Lillian D. Pennington
Auby N. Priddy

Brenda Rewalt
Rosemary Z. Rittier
Marvin & Mary Rubin
Wilson-Hebron Ford Ruritan
Mr. & Mrs, John 8. Schier
Dr. & Mrs. C.H. Schlauderaff
Cynthia Schonberg

R.T. Scott

Dorene H. Scriven

Beity Shaull

Dean E. Sheldon, Jr.
Ruth Shone

Susan L. Sloan

John F. Smith

Lillian K Stevenson

Mr. & Mrs. W.L. Sullivan, 1li
Betty Sue Taylor

Mr. & Mrs. Glenn Taylor
Robert J. Thiebaut
David L. Tobias, Jr.
Russell J. Tonkin

Sue Woells

Michael Owen Wilison

Fledgling

Lea & Harry Allen
Victoria Allen
David Alperi, M.D,
Terry Andrews
Augusta Bird Club
Mancy Baron

H.J. Blair

Robert P, Bodine

Cobum Britton
Mr. & Mrs. Trevor Bronson, Jr.
Mr. Lynn Burket

Todd & Deb Burrus

Bruce Carlson

Chemical Bank

Dr. & Mrs. Michael Chietero
Hank & Joyce Coleman
G.R. Cook

Mrs. R.R. Cravens

Kristine Crutch

Robert T.H. Davidson

Mr. & Mrs. Malcolm Dorber
Jacqueline 3. Fonticella
Forest Garden Club

Dee & Odell Friar

The Ross Grange

Gail Hall

Betty Harmon Family
Garald L. Hartley

Dana L. Heisey

Charles & Jan Huthrnacher
Barbara R. Irwin

Mrs. R.N. Jespersen

Ron E. Kingston

Robert & Grace Kocher
Cathryn H. Kurtagh
George & Michelg Laiacona
Dorothy A. Lamoureux
Joan Lane

Robert J. Laveil

Louise Lehrman

Kay MacNeil

Barbara Mandot

Mrs. Marilyn Michalski

Ms. Gene Milier

Barbara Moore

Kenneth M. Nagler

Mr. & Mrs. George Nalisnik
P.P. Olson

George P. O'Neil

Victor Pastor

Roger Peloquin

Mr. & Mrs. Wairen Pratt
§.J. Purteil

Mark & Jean Raabe
Catherine Reno

Roger E. Roberts
Jacqueline Russell

Todd Ryker

Cynthia L. Saltzman
Chester G. Schmidt

Robert A. Schoentag, M.D.
Mrs. E.B. Sheaft

John W. Skeoglund

Dr. & Mrs. Lester Stephens
Don Studdard

Dick & Linda Taylor
Thomes A. Temple, Jr.
Cheryl Smith Tolley

Trowel & Trellis Garden Club
James & Kathleen Tumer
Mrs. Irene M. Unruh

Susan F.C. Weil

{Contlnued on page 180}
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