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Dr. George A. Hurst, Mississippi State University,
accepts the NABS Research Award from Mary Jan-
etatos.

Bill Miller {right), receives the group award on behalf of
Cklahoma’s Department of Wildlife Conservation, Non-
game Wildlife Program from Mary Janetatos.
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eal the bugs on golf courses.

| studied the mortality rates of the
adult birds and the baby birds in the
boxes around this golf course. | found
that the three boxes at the lower end of
the course where the water drained
downhill had 100% mortality rates!

Each year for the past five years
these boxes have had nests and eggs
—mostly bluebirds, but also a few
wrens. Each year the parents have dis-
appeared and the eggs did not hatch.
| had 100% mortality rates among par-
ent bluebirds and wrens. This com-
pares to a mortality rate of 14% for the
other 20 boxes placed on the periphery
of the course.

| talked to the head greens keeper
and he was very cooperative and help-
ful. He said he used a minimum of fer-
tilizer and only used pesticides once a
year, in late summer. He was sure his
treatment of the greens would not hurt
the birds. He was quite knowledgeable
about the problem | outlined. | don’t
buy it!

My conclusion is that the treatment
does affect the birds. The chemicals
likely accumulate in the soil and wash
downhill, killing the insects which the
birds eat, and then killing the birds.
Many years of use have built up these
chemicals.

| have removed the downhill boxes
and in the future will not erect any at
the lower area of a golf course.

Most golfers like bluebirds and have
been helpful, so | will continue to mon-
itor my boxes. But I'll be more careful
about where | place them.

lke Franklin
2513 NW 121
Oklahoma City, OK 73120

Dear Editor:

Formore than a dozen years we have
been putting up bluebird houses on our
farm in Seneca, Maryland, and alter-
nately exulting and sorrowing over the
results.

Last year a surprising thing hap-
pened. In our Purple Martin house in
the middle of the front circle, a pair of
bluebirds began building a nest. In the
12 room apartment house on a 15 foot

Volume 16, Number 1

pole with holes big enough for larger
birds to enter, the bluebirds seemed to
feel at home.

On the Fourth of July we lowered the
house and found four newly hatched
nestlings. The two adult birds were
aggressively protective and flew low
over our heads until we left the area.
We decided that they were definitely
annoyed at being monitored, so there-
after we watched from our windows.
We saw them forcefully drive away all
intruding feathered competitors in-
cluding sparrows, mockingbirds, star-
lings, and even a pair of visiting Purple
Martins,

After about two weeks we were
aware that the adult birds were no
longer on the house. We looked up into
the branches of the nearby ailanthus
tree and saw the fledgling bluebirds
flying among the leaves. When we re-
flected that the ailanthus tree is also
known as the ‘“tree of heaven,” it
occurred to us that this pair of blue-
birds had selected the right place to
raise their family.

Mary L. Kiplinger
16801 River Road
Poolesville, MD 20837

Historian’s Request

Please send newspaper
and magazine  articles
about bluebirds to Historian
Jane Williams, Box 123,
Ware Neck, VA 23178. Be
sure name and address of
publication, volume and
date are included. Photo-
graphs of members en-
gaged in publicizing biue-
birds or those documenting
some unusual occurrence
are also welcome. They will
be added to scrapbooks
which are a permanent
record of activity on behalf
of bluebirds and other cav-
ity nesters.
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Missy Krock of Valley City, OH, who
wrote asking about nesting boxes
avaiiable through NABS, noting that
she read aboul the crganization in
Birder's World.

Ray Briggs, of Cobleskil!, NY, is
the president of the New York State
Bluebird Association {(NYSBA) and was
featured in a recent article in the New
York Times. Ray is also the recipient of
an award from NABS in 1990 for his
outstanding work for bluebird conser-
vation. “We [in Schoharie County)
fledge one-thirg of all the bluebirds in
the state here.”” He also has a further
dream; to construct a bluehird trail
across the entire state on Route 20,
from the Massachusetts border to the
Pennsylvania state line, a distance of
375 miles. “Under the plan, which has
been approved by the society's board
of directors, twin boxes would be
erected, perhaps 150 yards apart, ciose
enough to Route 20 sc that motorists
could pull off the road to see the boxes
and the hirds.” Although it may take
two to five years to complete, he feels
this would be another way of making
people aware of the kiuebird,

Wayne Johnson, of Newport
News, VA, is a veteran bluebirder who,
when renewing his NABS membership,
wrote recently: “| still enjoy all the
news about my favorite bird. | have
been working hard with bluebirds. This
is my twelfth year. | have built 315
boxes and that is a lot of work. | have
also put them all up and cleaned them
out in early spring. | have bluebird
boxes all over Virginia and seven other
states. | see bluebirds everywhere | go
and | love them. Keep up the good work
and keep the bluebirds flying.” Amen
to that, Wayne, and the way it's done is
through just such efforts as yours!

Michael Swanson, of Spring
Valley, OH, decided not to renew his
membership but said, I plan to con-
tinue maintaining nest boxes in my
yard and on a few farms in my area. At
least 11 chicks have been fledged from
my boxes this year with three more be-
ing raised now. | will also be installing
nest boxes at a horticultural center in
Dayton, Chio for the 1994 season and
will be teaching others about bluebirds

during a seminar next winter.” Now
HOW will he read of his exploits and
those of other bluebirders if he isn't
getting Siafia?

Ligeia Minetta, of New York City,
sent a plaintive letter last summer
which came in a creatively decorated
envelope bearing the message: Blue-
Bird, BlueBird FLYING THRU MY
WINDOW.” (The medium is the mess-
age?) She spoke of the dreams of a
young girl in a big city when she wrote,
“| just today learned that bluebirds are
endangered. But as | remembered my
friend Slinky's shirt, ‘Endangered
means there's still time,’ | knew |
should do something to help. This
called to me, one, because | am an
animal lover; two, because of this cute
little blue bird made out of glass that
sits on my mother's windowsill at her
job; and three, | love mother nature and
want to help any of her creations/chil-
dren.

“Anyway, I'm writing you this let-
ter because | want to learmn how to help.
Please send me information on any-
thing | could give or do to heip. Your
fellow Bluebird lover.” Technically,
Ligeia, bluebirds are not endangered,
but the help that thousands of people
are giving them should prevent them
from dropping into that category. The
little glass bluebird you refer to comes
from Leo Ward’s Terra Studeo in Fay-
etteville, AR.

Another method of publicizing
bluebirds may soon materialize in the
state of Virginia. License plates for
Matlards and large-mouth bass may be
followed by, among other wildlife, blue-
birds! | can just see it now: a Virginia
blugbirder with auto tags reading
SIALIA—as Larry Zeleny’'s Maryland
tags do now—but decorated with a
bluebird! I'll bet NABS Speakers’ Bur-
eau Chairman Ron Kingston of Char-
lottesville will e first todo this!

if the good Lord permits, you will
read this while “polishing up” your
biuebird nest boxes for the next sea-
son of bluebirding.

Cne of my favorite thoughts in
winter is contained in this saying, “If
winter comes, can spring he far be-
hind?” Happy bluebirding in '94! |
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Life Members

Chariotte Jernigan
Clark W. Hart

Katrina Renout

Mrs. lrene S, Frantz
John H. Rogers
Barbara L. Matiock
Lawrence Zeleny

Dr. Eugene |. Majerowicz
Liltian Lund Files
Stan Bleszinski

Laura Nlelsen

Keith Kridler

Fred A. Huntress, Jr.
Gerald Edward Martin
Dr. Blll Keyes
Thomas J. O’Neal
Elizabeth Crispin

Mountain Bluebird
Donna Hagerman

Western Bluebird

Randy & Laura Jertberg Family

Eastern Bluebird

Sarkis Acopian

Robert E. Ahearn, M.D.
Terry Andrews

Arrow Wiring Gontractors
Dorothy A. Battle

Hans Beacham

Gary Black. Jr,

Judy Bland

Warwick P. Bonsal
Bowater

Sarah S. Braunwel|
Mrs. Hilda Bretzlaff
Ray C. Brinser

Lylia Bryant

Edith F. Camp

Sue Cascio

G.R. Cook

Barbara G. Donaldson
Haskell Duncan
Eastalco Aluminum Co.
Wendell Edgar

Peter & Theresa Elmendorf
Elwood L. Fisher

Anne Giddings

Pat Givens

Tommye S, Givens

Ms. Vivian Glenn
George N. Grant

Miss Georgia Hariton
Joan M., Harmet

Mr, & Mrs. George Harmon
Jonathan Harshman
Don Harwood

L. Edward Haws. Jr.
Tim Holmes

Suzanne Howard
Pamela Isdell

BLUEBIRD BOOSTERS

Kenneth W. Jacobs, Jr.
Donald E. Jesiek

Pauline R. Kasserman
Leland D. Krape

John Kulick

Cathryn Kurtagh

M. Jacqueline Lemke
Ron Ligon

Karen Lippy

Mrs. F. Leslie Long

Ms. Felicia Lovelett

Mrs. George Luce

Joe & Marilyn Luce
Dawn H. MacLaren
Martin Marietta

John 8. McCall

Conn M. McConnell
McGoldrick & Company C.P.A.
Bruce McNaughton
William & Susan Mitchell
Mrs: Barbara J. Munson
David B. Oliver, ||
George P. O'Neil

Roger Pelequin

Grant C. Riggle
Rosemary Z. Rittler
Marvin & Mary Rubin
Fred Sahl

Mr. & Mrs. John Schier
Dr. & Mrs. C.H. Schlauderaff
Russell C. Slutz

Mr. & Mrs. Donald Stokes
Mr. & Mrs, W.L. Sullivan, [11
Chris Thoma

Shirley Van Procien

Mrs. Joan Willlams
Robert D. Williams, M.D.
Michael OQwen Willson
Carl G. Zenger Family

Fledgling

Robert E. Ahearn, M.D.
Augusta Bird Club

Brenda Baldwin

J. Boyce

Mrs. Constance Benson
Robert J. Brown

Robert M. Callins

Mary L. Contakos
Adrianne Ryder Cook
Kristine Crutch

Mrs. Diane T. Desibour

Mr. & Mrs. Malcolm Dorber
Delos C. Dupree

Ms. Vivian Glenn

Betty Hamon Family
Gerald L. Hartley

David W. Heidenreich
Dana L. Helsey

Mrs. Arthur &, Houghton, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Huthmacher
Mrs. R.L. Ireland, Il
Barbara R. [rwin

Mary D. Janetatos

Larry & Betty Jernigan
Mrs. R.N. Jesperson

Ron E. Kingston

Frank H. Krull

Louise Lehrman

Mrs. Marty V. Leonard
Neal Lower

Kay MacNell Family
Geoffrey & Lisa Marcus
Ms. Gene S. Miller
Marjorie Mountjoy
Kenneth M. Nagler

Mr. & Mrs. George Nalisnik
Sandra Nash

James B. Niederauer
Nancy Qgg

Harry B. O'Rear

C.W.E. Paine

Kathieen M. Perry

Mark & Jean Raabe
Roger E. Roberts

Col. W.R. Robertson
Jacqueline Russell

Todd Ryker

Cynthla L. Saltzman
Robert A. Schoentag, M.D.
Gretchen N. Schwartz
Doug & Gretchen C. Scott
Mrs. E.B. Sheaff

Yvonne G. Shore

Glenn H. Sikes

Mrs. R.H. Patmore Skuce
Mrs. Susan L. Sloan

Kay Smith

Patricia Spielman

Don Studdard

Thomas A. Temple, Jr.
Nancy C. Trevor Family
Mrs. Garnett T. Tunstall, Sr.
James & Kathieen Turner
Nancy L. Weiss, M.D.

Sue Wells

Robert H. Williams

The Woman's Club of Woodbury
Jeannie Wright

Nestling

Matthew Arnesberger

Kay Asaki Family

R.D. Asdourian Family

Carol R. Asmus

William J. Broussard. M.D. Family

Patricia Cole

Dr. Angeline 8. Cromack Family

Alan & Janet Curry Family

Edward & Helen DePaoli Family

Dr. Dennis Dukes Family

Donna L. Earl Family

Mr. & Mrs. John H. Eddy Family

Elaine Edwards Family

Mr. & Mrs. Dixon Evandor Family

Mr. & Mrs. Irving Glick

Dr. RogerJ. Goergen

George Gurda Family

Mr. James A. Harkness

Lance & Janlce Hudnall Family

Deborah Jones Family

H.A. Kilby, Jr.

R. & |. Klenke Family

Robert & Grace Kocher Family
{Continued on page 40)
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