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| am very interested in bluebirds, es-

pecially the Eastern Bluebird. My 4-H

project js “wildlife” and my demon-

stration is on the Eastern Bluebird. |

have built nine bluebird boxes and will

probably build more of them in the
future.

Nathan Perry

1132 Lamont St.

Macon, GA 31204

Dear Editor:

Many bluebird monitors find it im-
possible to monitor nesting boxes on a
woekly basis as recommended by most
experts...My heavy work schedule
allows me to monitor my boxes on a 30
day schedule only, beginning about 15
March and extending through 15
August.

Whenever | encounter a fully com-
pleted House Sparrow nest, | remove
it...| immediately plug it with a cork,
which is removed at the next monitor-
ing....Only rarely will a House Sparrow
return to its chosen nesting site after
an extended pericd of corking. Should
this occur, | would recommend moving
the box to another location. With 20
boxes, | never have more than two
boxes corked at one time. Having used
this technique for two years, | have
never had House Sparrows fledge, and
| always fledge many bluebirds....

Ed Barnett
7 Donna Heights
Huntington, WV 25704

Dear Editor:
| tell anyone who will listen about my
four blusebird eggs laid as of 8 April—
and two more nests builtl We have
added 16 new nest boxes this year and
are looking forward to a blusbird pop-
ulation explosion. Beware all grass-

hoppers!

Geoftfrey A. Larsen, M.D.
161 Stonewall Heights
Ablngdon, VA 24210

Dear Edltor:
| normally get 200 good nestings of
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bluebirds from 530 boxes. In 1992, be-
cause of the dust from Mt. Pinatubo
only 85 good nestings rasulted.

This year, 1993, things appear to be
worse. Many young birds died ¢on the
day they hatched out. Some birds died
at the age of ten days. Clutches of
eggs were abandoned.

Tree Swallows have now complsted
the nesting process, and, as | go
around cleaning out my units, | find
that they did well.

Leo A. Smith

55 Memorial Dr.
Brantford, Ontario
Canada N3R 532

Dear Editor:

In the last two Christmas counts in
Millis, Massachusetts, we discovered
bluebirds wintering over. This gave me
the idea to put up boxes in the area
they were seen, along the Edison pow-
er lines....The real problem was Edison
owned the right-of-way but not alt of
the property. So | had to visit the tax
offices of three ditferent towns to get
the names of all the property owners
[for permission to erect boxes].

By the middle of March | had all the
slgned permissions and a written con-
tract from Edlson, so up went the
boxes: eight bluebird boxes (five regu-
lar and three Peterson style} and four
kestrel boxes. By mid-April [1992] two
bluebird boxes were occupied. Both
boxes were regular style boxes, the
only two of the elght occupied...This
has been my first attempt to raise blue-
birds and I'm pleased to have 20 birds
fledged from only two boxes.

You know, there are powerlines all
over the country and I'm sure the local
companies would be Just as coopera-
tive as the one | dealt with.

The kestrel boxes ylelded five female
birds from seven eggs.

Paul larrobino
40 Spencer St.
Millis, MA 02054
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Edna Hammond of Brookings, OR,
wrote wistfully, “Since living on the
Waest Coast, | have not seen a blus-
bird; however, having been a resident
of lllinois for many years, | enjoyed the
bluebirds of that arsa.” You ses what
other bluebirders have dons, Edna.
Now you can get involved!

When Carlos DeStefano of a town
in nertheastern Missouri wrote re-
questing NABS’ bluebird infermation,
he asked, “Can the boxes be effective
in northeastern Missouri where | live?
How can | tell the difference between
bluebird and sparrow eggs? And the
vital question: do sparrow eggs make
good omelets?”

Anofher request for Information
came from 12 year old Eden Jach, of
Burchville, Mi, who said, “I iove all ani-
mals on earth, good or bad, they all
have a purpose...l just wish | could
save all endangered species, but |
probably can't, but | can start now and
try to save one of the prettiest birds |
know.” It may not be possible to save
ALL the endangered species, but to
assist in bluebird conservation is often
a very distinct possibility. Bluebirds
have not been in the specific classifi-
cation of endangered, but they are in
need of human help. With that human
help, they wili remain off the endanger-
ed list.

Back in the winter of '83, James
0. Mays, of Williamsburg, VA, joined
NABS and then wrote of his bluebird-
ing. He is now regarded as Ford’s Col-
ony’'s “Blusbird Man.” His residential
development, Ford's Colony, has ben-
efited from his activities since Jim
“‘got insplred” while recovering from
back surgery. His cenvalescence re-
moved him from the golf course tem-
porarily and he delved more deeply in-
to blusbirding. The clipping that Jim
enclosed said that he has built and
placed more than 10C bluebird boxes
within Ford's Colony, Built from scrap
lumber they are located along the golf
course, in yards of homeowners, and
atong several streets. He monitors all
of them.

Rosemsry Rlitter, of Long Green,
MD, wrote about the trials on her trall
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when she returned the annual nesting
report form. House Wrens and mock-
ingbirds were problems for her. One
bluebird pair tried four times to nest,
laying 17 eggs in all. They had only
three successfully fledge because of
wren interference.

“Another pair of blusbirds started
building a nest but left. Chickadees
took over the nest and laid six eggs.
They were successfully nurturing their
babies when the bluebirds returned.
The bluebirds hovered around the box
and kept looking in....The next morning
all six chickadee babies were dead.
cleaned out the box and the bluebirds
slarted housekeeping. They laid four
eggs with three babies fledging.

“For the past two years, | have
been fesding my bluebirds mealworms,
Every morning and evening | go to the
biuebird boxes and call in a singsong
voice, "Where are the bluebirds?”’ | put
the mealworms in a flat contalner near
the boxes, and the bluebirds come as
soon as | call. Even the babies learn
and now they, too, come when | call.
It's wonderful!”

The bluebirds lost a fervent friend
when Myron Whitney of Leisure World
in Silver Spring, MD, passed away in
July. Myron (and Mabel, his wife, who
preceded him in death) were NABS
office volunteers. Myron alsc moni-
tored a very productive trail on the
grounds of Leisure World. They join the
list of blueblrders who have gone be-
fore us—each one of whom had con-
tributed to the large picture of saving
the blusbird. Myron will be missed!

As we face the winter months, we
ask ourseives what we can do to assist
our banner bird In the cold weeks
ahead. This varies with geographic lo-
cation, but some bluebirders have
described their winter bluebirding
efforts. Mervin Dellum, of Potomac,
MD, sent snapshots of the bluebirds in
his yard feasting on mealworms during
the summer, even perching on a hum-
mingbird feader before landing on the
banister whers the mealworms were
placed in a plastic dish.

(Continued on page 155)
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LIfe Members

Charlotte Jernigan
Clark W. Hart

Katrina Renouf

Mrs. Irene S. Frantz
John H. Rogers
Barbara L. Matlock
Lawrence Zeleny

Dr. Eugene |. Majerowlcz
Liilian Lund Flies
Stan Bleszinskl

Laura Nlslsen

Kelth Kridler

Fred A. Huntress, Jr.
Gerald Edward Martin
Dr. Blll Keyes

Mountain Bluebird

Donna Hagerman
Bonnle Jackson

Westarn Blusbird
Robert Crumpton

Randy & Laura Jertberg Family

Eastern Bluebird

Sarkis Acopian

John F. Adams, Jr.
Robert E. Ahearn, M.D.
Neal B. Allen

Terry Andrews

Raymond Arendt

The Backyard Naturalist
David Bageley

Mrs. Nancy Baron

Gary Black, Jr.

Judy Bland

Warwick P. Bonsal, Jr.
Sarah S. Braunwell

Mrs. Hilda Bretzlaff

Lylla Bryant

Broncia C. Chalfont
Jane C. Chaplin

Giles R. Cokalet

G.R. Cook

Joyce & Joseph Coyne
Mrs. R.R. Cravens

Mr. & Mrs. James E. Crowell
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Davis
Barbara G. Donaldson
Mrs. Coleman Donaldson
Haskell Duncan

Eastern Aluminum Co.
Wendell Edgar

James R. Ehrler

Mr. & Mrs. E.C. Eisenhart
Peter & Theresa Elmendorf
Ethelreda C. Fesmire
Douglas Flood

Dee Friar

Melvin H. Gesink

Anne GiddIngs

Linda R. Gllchrist
Tommye S. Glvens
George N. Grant

BLUEBIRD BOOSTERS

MIiss Georgla Hariton
Mr. & Mrs. George Harmon
Vivian Harrell Family
Andrew J. Hartley
Jonathan Harshman

L. Edward Haws, Jr.
Suzanne Howard
Pamela Isdell

Kenneth W. Jacobs, Jr.
Kenneth L. Jankowski
Mrs. R.N. Jespersen
Pam Johnson

Mrs. R. Kallinich
Pauline R. Kasserman
Paula Klavan

Mrs. Charles Kopfer
Sam J. Kuykandall, M.D.
Alatha J. Lindstrom
Becky Lomax

Mrs. F. Leslle Long

Ms. Felicia Lovelait
Mrs. George Luce

Joe & Marilyn Luce
James P. Massle, Jr.
Conn M. McConnell
Bruce McNaughton
Elmer B. Mellen

Betty J. Neeks

David B. Qliver, ||
George P, O'Naell
Martha & Lou Pacllio
Roger Peloquin
Patricia & Craig Rauber
Sharon Richard
Rosemary Z. Rittler
Marvin & Mary Rubin
Fred Sahl

Dorene H. Scriven
Shrevaeport Soclety for Nature Study
Mrs. Patricla Scose

Mr. & Mrs. W.L. Sulllvan, Il
Ruth C. Tevis

Isabelle & Stan Thomas
Chrls Thoma

Susan F.C. Well

WIld Bird Crossing
Robsrt D. Willlams, M.D.
Michasl Owen Willson
Ms. Betty Wise
Suzanne Wybraniec
Tom Zorn Family

Fledgling

Mrs. Shirley Adams
David Alpsrt, M.D.
Donald F. Anderson
Augusta Bird Club
Gray Balrd

Brenda Baldwin
Hans Beacham
Orhan Blrol

H.J. Blair

Geocrge Boos

J. Boyce

Coburn Britton
Robert J. Brown

Jo Ellyn R. Bunting

Bruce Carlson

Mrs. Dwight Colimus
Mary L. Contakos
Adrlanne Ryder Cook
Elizabeth Crispin
Kristine Crutch

Loulsa Dailay

Mrs. Dlane T. Daslbur
Mr. & Mrs. Malcolm Dorber
Duncan Mills Restorations
Delos C. Dupree
Jacqueline S. Fonticella
Ms. Vivian Glenn
Elizabeth A. Hall

Miss Frances Hanes
Gerald L. Hartlay

David W, Heldenrsich
Dana L. Helsey

Floyd V. Hosler

Mrs. Arthur A, Houghton, Jr.
Charles Huthmacher
Mrs, R.L. Ireland, 11|
Barbara R. [rwin

Mary D. Janetatos

Mrs. Willlam G. Jens
Larry & Betty Jernigan
Ron E. Kingston

Frank H. Krull

Donna Lang Famlly
Kenneth G. Lehnert
Louise Lehrman

Mrs. Marty V. Leonard
Neal Lower

Geoffrey & Lisa Marcus
Kenneth M, Naglar
Mar|orle Mount|oy

Mr. & Mrs. George Nallsnlk
Sue Holly Newman
Laura Nielson

James B. Nlederauer
Nancy Ogg

P.P. Olson

Harry B. O'Rear

C.W.E. Paine

Kathleen M. Perry

Mark & Jean Raabe
Gayle C. Reddick
Catherine Reno

Grant C. Riggle

Lois M. Roberts

Roger E. Roberts

Col. W.R. Robertson
Todd Ryker

Carl J. Sagmuller
Cynthla L. Saltzman
Harry Sanders, 111

John 8. Schier

Robart A. Schoantag, M.D.

Shearson Lehman Brothers, Inc.,

Glenn H. Slkes

John W, S8kcoglund

Mrs. R.H. Patmore Skuce
Mrs. Susan L, Sloan
Patricla Splsiman

Dr. & Mrs. Lester D, Slephens
Anns Sturm

Mr. & Mrs. G.J. Tankerslay

(Continued on page 160)
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