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Environmental Education Specialist Jean Kling, Pennsylvania Bureau of State
Parks (left) presents the Bluebirder of the Year award to Dr. Andrew Choby for his
outstanding service to the Pennsylvania State Parks Bluebird Trails Program.
Dr. Choby has been a state park bluebird trail monitor for more than eight years.

Bald Eagle Park bluebird traii monitor
Cecil Hazlett (right) presents state park
bluebird trails volunteer hat to Sadie
Dorber, North American Bluebird
Society president.

(PRESIDENTIAL POINTS—Continued from
page 122)

boxes and had apparently eaten the
young birds. Though I'd never heard of
this happening, | never doubted Bob's
report. A few weeks ago, Rick Dunbar,
Superintendent of Oquaga Creek State
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Park, called to report that bears had
destroyed a few boxes on the trail at
the park. During the night, Rick’s dogs
were raising such a commotion that he
got dressed and took a ride through the
park. Two bears crossed the roacd and
ran toward the woods. The next morn-
ing the damage was evident. The metal
fence posts had been pushed over and
the boxes completely ripped apart.
Jessica, my first grandchild,
arrived on 4 May and, as many babies
do, she soon developed colic. On my
way to check boxes cne Saturday, |
stopped at the house to leave items
needed for the next day’s christening
luncheon. She had fussed all morning
and my daughter-in-law wasn’t getting
anything done toward the next day's
preparations. | offered to pick her up
on my return trip, but then said to my
daughter-in-law, “All the boxes are on
the road. Jessica quits crying when
she’s riding in the car. Why don’t | take
her along?” So, we packed up the
diaper bag—Jessica was “hitting the
trail for bluebirds” when only 6 weeks
old! &l
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Return of the Bluebird

He left his winter home, that sunny day,
“The time has come,” the warm breeze seemed to say
“Up, up, bluebird, soarup and into flight,

Your wings must rest but seldom, day or night.”
Beneath his feathered breast small stirrings urged him on,
Familiar old sensations that had gone,

Since last he left his little prairie home.

And so he flew due necrth, though not to understand
Whatinstinctdrew him like a magnet to this chilly land,
Andthough the wind blew cold, he faltered not,
But stayed on course, and finally reached the spot
Which he remembered, by a wind-swept field,

The acres would, perchance, small kernels yield
For sustenance, as snow still lay upon the land.

Then he espied the old and weather-beaten home
From which, last year, his family had all flown.
Sonow, tofind a mate, and once again,

The yearly cycle torepeat itself, as then.

His tired wings stretched in the warming sun,
The bluebird has returned, and spring has come. ©

—Hazel A. Bowie

Art Credits (BOOSTERS—Continued from inside back
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Founded in 1978, THE NORTH AMERICAN
BLUEBIRD SOCIETY is an incorporated non-profit
organization determined to increase the
populations of the three species of bluebirds on
this continent. Inasmuch as the populations of
these birds have diminished due to the maladroit
actions of human beings, as well as natural
disasters, the primary objective of the Society is
to educate all who will listen about the impor-
tance of preserving these singular creatures in
their native environment.

Toward this end, the Society will work, within the
bounds of effective conservation, to study those
obstacles impeding bluebird recovery; to publish
results of those studies; to promote ideas and
actions which might reduce the effect of those
obstacles; and to obtain a more complete knowl-
edge about bluebird ecology, in the hope of
learning more about the ecology of humankind.

Membership: Student (under 21) $10.00; Senior (over
60) $10.00; Regular $15; Sustaining $30; Supporting
$50; Contributing $100; Corporate $100; Donor $250;
Life $500. Add $2 per year for Canada and Mexico
and $3 per year for other countries (Surface mail).
U.S. funds only, please. Amounts over $6 are tax de-
ductible.

Address:
North American Bluebird Society
Box 6295

Silver Spring, MD 20916-6295






