














Bluebird Tales

Mary D. Janetatos

What an exciting homecoming for this
Pennsylvanian! The Thirteenth Annual
Meeting of the North American Bluebird
Soclety held In Gettysburg, 25-27 October
was wonderful. As Larry Zeleny, NABS
tounder, and | were driving through the
Gettysburg countryside on Friday morn-
ing, the Ramada Inn marquee suddsnly
backoned, "Welcome North American Blue-
bird Soclety.” We found ourselves Iinvolved
in the process of unpacking, registering
and gresting all of the atlendess, seascned
and new. lrene and Thomas Frantz of
Gettysburg took us to their lovely home. It
was a heartwarming Insight into the llfe of
these two bluebirders as they regaled us
wlith the exciting events of their many years
togethar and the projects they are now in-
volved in. A NABS charter member, Irens
now adds the dlistinctlon of lite member-
ship to her bluebirding efforts.

Back at the annual mesting, the next
day's actlvities were enjoyed. Among the
tried and true bluebirders not usually able
to attend these meetings were Anne Sturm
of Barnesville, MD, a past president of the
society; Sister Barbara Ann of Catonsvllle,
MD, author of Beakless Biuebirds and
Featherless Pengulns; and Tommy and
Angela Outerbridge of Summerhaven, Ber-
muda. All have exerted benign infiuence on
bluebird conservation. Tommy continues
his herolc battie against the paralysls he
suffered when he fell from a cliff in Ber-
muda while alding the White-tailed Tropic
bird. He stirred memories and touched
hearts when he gave an !mpromptu acap-
pella rendition of “Mr. Bluebird Blue.”
Bluebirds continue to benefit from Tommy's
attention, and plans are under way to have
the Fourteanth Annual Mesting in Bermuda
In late Qctober of 1991. Stay tuned for de-
tails!

Even as Tommy's bluebird legacy con-
tinues in Bermuda, the bluebird legacy of
others not stlll with us can be noted with
Joy. Ken Karnas of Sussex, NJ, carries on
the work begun by Junius Birchard of Hack-
ettstown, NJ. Ken recelved his bluebird
training from Jun and uses it as he teachss
fourth grade children in central New Jersay.
Can their combined success reach as far
north as Sussex County? Allce F. Martin of
Vernon, NJ, reported, “This year, for the
flrst time in our 18 years of living here, we
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had a palr of bluskirds nesting in a blue-
bird house near our bedroom window."

Swinging out to Bessemer, MI, Ann
Perplick wrote of her late husband, John's,
work with blueblrds. In the last 20 years he
had bullt, erected, and monltored over 400
nesting boxes in the town of Silver Cliff un-
11 his death 26 July 1990. Ann says that she
and many friends continue John's work and
that a memorlal will be s=t up In the near
futura at Silver Cliffs. Another formidable
bluebird benefactor was J.P, “Perk” Perkins
ot Conneaut, OH, who passed away 20 Feb-
ruary 1990. His bluebirding was done after a
career as a tug boat pliot on Lake Erie.
Closer to home, John G. Davidson of
Barnaesvllle, MD, a bensfactor of blueblrds
through his prediglous efforts building and
distributing nesting boxes left thls life dur-
Ing the summer of 1990, His cheerful sery-
lce and devoted friendshlp to us here at
NABS will be deeply missed.

Life goes on In wonderful ways as re-
ported by Trish Egan of Wayne, PA_ Trish Is
a fifth grade teacher at New Eagle Elemen-
tary School who saw NABS' address in a
Ranger Rick’s magazine. Trish's class pro-
Ject was reported in the ''Spotlight” sec-
tion of the “"Suburban' newspaper in March
1980. We await news of occupants of the 11
boxes set out in the school's first blusbird
trail.

Allison Herndon of the Fort Zumwalt
School district In O'Fallon, MO, sent a copy
of “Conservation Connection,” put out by
the Missouri Department of Education. The
conservatlon newsletter cutlines concisaly
the NABS bluebird conservation program.
Spearheaded by teacher David A. Roter-
mund of Smith-Cotton High Scheol in
Sedalia, MO, he summarizes the program
in this way, “This activity incorporates the
concepts of recycling, mass production,
wildlife management, and teamwork into an
educational activity which also helps to
promote good will and enhance public rela-

Sialia, Winter 1991



tions."

Missouri has long had Mike Hacken-
werth of Ozark Jr. High in Ozark who recent-
ly wrote, | teach a seventh grade unit on
mass production; the students mass pro-
duce bluebird houses. During the past 12
years, my students have produced 1440
houses. They form their own corporation,
Issue stock, and market the houses.”

From Dana Saluga, bluebird actlvist of
Abingdon, MD, comes the report of North
Harford Elementary where fifth grade
teacher Sylvla Hutt's class teamed up with
Ray Poole's environmental science class at
North Harford High School. With parental
asslistance in cutting out nest box pieces,
the group of about 50 students brought the
cut pieces to the plcnic area at Rocks State
Park In late September to nail the boxes to-
gether. "Ranger Peggy Epplg gave our kids
some environmental education and we
thought spending the time here was a good
way to help teach the lessons about wild-
lifa habitat,” said Mrs. Hutt.

Donna Finnestad, of Marysvllle, British
Calumbia, joined NABS recently; her note
and the brochure she enclosed told a “blue-
bird tale." All the members of the c¢lub te
which she belongs, the Rocky Mountain
Naturalists, purchased Larry Zeleny’s book,
The Bluebird. They use it as their reference
book for the trail they malntain on the near-
by farms and ranches. The brochure’s in-
formation is provided under clever headings
such as “Singing the Blues’ to describe the
decline of the Mountaln Bluebird, “Qut of
the Blue" outlining the beginning of man’s
help, and “The WIld Blus Yonder” describ-
ing the group’s project.

From The Fairfax {VA) Retirement Com-
munity came Annle V. Hendricks’ letter. "I
became Interested in the bluebirds last
August 1989 when | spotted faur of them
beside our lake. Had six boxes put up and
in place by February 1990. March 11 saw
the first palrs checking out the boxes. As of
today we have had a brood of five....All of
the resldents here are very excited about
the bluebird trail.”

Nick Rinl, from Hartville, OH, remarksd
on the article In the Autumn 1990 issue of
Sialia which described the use of wood
from grape crates in bullding nesting
boxes. He stated, “I've been making blue-
bird boxes out of pallsts for a good many
years. | get the pallets free. It costs the lum-
ber company a high price for getting rid of
scrap and trash so | have sort of a contract
with them. They put the pallets beside the
dumpsterinstead of init. | pick them up.”

Carole J. McDonald of Mt. Airy, MD,
wrote about the first biuebird box put up by

her husband. Success was theirs as four
out of five eggs hatched and fledged suc-
cessfully. She said, “The bluebirds gave us
many hours of pleasure and enjoyment.
They are absolutely beautiful and seem to
watch us as much as we watch them!”

Leng-time bluebird activist Don Kopff
of Beaver Dam, WI, wrote of his involve-
ment in the flfth annual Wisconsin blue-
bird mesting at Cardlnal Stritch College in
Milwaukee in Septamber 19890. He is one of
the coordinators for the blueblrd programin
Dodge County and speaks frequently to
many clubs. The local Beaver Dam Senlor
Cltizans Workshop has made over 5000
boxes in the past five years and has orders
for 2000 this winter.

Another long-time NABS supporter,
Betty Goldman of College Park, MD, presi-
dent of the Berwyn Woman’s Club, sent a
generous donation on behalf of the club.
She sald, “No group supports your en-
deavors more wholeheartedly!"

Remarkably, we heard recently from
Carol A, Casperson, board member of the
District of Columbia’s affillate of Habitat
for Humeanlty. This enterprise is the brain-
child of President Jimmy Carter who, with
Rosalyn Carter, still bullds homes around
the country and the world. Carol wrote with
a request. “‘Recently, | contacted the Audu-
bon Society about plans for bird houses.
The soclety sent your brochure, “"Where
Have All the Bluebirds Gone?” We have
made a sample bird house according to
your plans and the crew likes it vary much.
We dldn’t want to proceed any further with-
out asking your permisslon to build and sal|
bird houses for bluebirds following your
plan. We would also like to include one of
your lovely brochures with each bird house.”
NABS is dellghtad to grant permission for
this venture and proud to act in solidarlty
with this humanitarian cause.

John Monroe of the U.8. Soll Conser-
vation Sarvice In Purvis, MS, has been a
bluebirder for a good while. He sent news
of a unlgue happening at the Paul B. John-
son State Park, about 20 miles south of
Hattiesburg, MS. There, dedlcatlon cere-
monies were recently held for a new chapel
for Camp Bluebird, a camp for adult cancer
patients. Supplies and materials were
donated by various individuals and organi-
zations. It is the only Camp Bluebird chapsl
among the many camp locations through-
out the South.

May the God of all creation bless all
those afflicted with cancer and all those en-
deavoring to extend a hslplng hand every-
whare. 3]



NORTH AMERICAN BLUEBIRD SOCIETY, INC.

STATEMENT OF CASH RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS

NOVEMBER 1, 1989 THROUGH OCTOBER 31, 1880

Cash Balance-November 1, 1989
Add:
Cash Received

Sale of Siafia Magazine

Sale of boxas, books, stalionery, etc.
Contributions

Membership Dues

Sales Tax Collected

Savings account (Maryland National Bank)
Bank credits

Annual Meeling

Less:
Cash Disbursements

Siafia Magazine

Boxes, books, stalicnery, elc.
Educational material
Membership fulfillment
Research

Salaries

Expense accounts

Office supplies

Maryland sales tax remitted
Payment on loan

Bank charges

Annval Mesting

Cash Balance-October 31, 1990

Assets:

Checking account (Citizens Bank & Trust)
10-31-90

Savings account (Maryland National Bank)
9-10-90

Value of inventory

10-31-90

Investments-Dean Witler Reynolds
9-26-90  1,962.027 shares @8.59
Networlh

Respectfully submitted,

Delos C. Dupree, Treasurer NABS

Art Credits

Jon E. Boone: 2,36
Suzanne Pennell: 22, 38
M. Suzanne Probst: 20, 23
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$28,614.00
51,246.51
20,407.56
31,281.60
367.72
1,000.00
66.50
5,640.00

30,169.20
42,795.83
12,669.76
14,028.06
5,968,05
6,559.30
15,900.00
401.20
394,57
2,000.00
98.90
4,315.08

3,506.94
1,378.50
26,719.20

17,050.01

$183.00

138.623.89

138,5806.89

135,299.95

3,506.94

48,654.65

(Boosters—continued from inside back cover)

Don Rhodes

Rosemary Z. Riltier
Frank B. Schiey, Jr., M.D.
Dorene H. Scriven
William £. Seller

Dean E. Sheldon, Jr.
Glenn H. Sikes

Myra E. Simpson

John wW. Skooglund

Pal Soehnlen

Mr & Mrs. G J. Tankersley

Richard & Linda Taylor
Van Thompson

Cheryl Smith Tolley
Blondell Tucker

Mr. & Mrs. Bryant Wolf
Kevin White

Robert D. Williams, M.D.
Jeanne Wright

Nestling

David Claussen

Sialia, Winter 1991



Life Members

Mrs. Irene S. Frantz
Clark W. Hart
Charlotte Jernigan
Katrina Ranouf
John H. Rogers

Eastern Bluebird

Sarkis Acopian

Robert E. Ahearn, M.D.
Cathleene E. Alden

Mrs. Elizabeth Anderson
David Bagley

Mrs. Nancy Baron

Mr. & Mrs. Paul Beach
Anne Bent

Harry Bibb

Gary Black, Jr.

H.J. Blair

Bluebird Society of Bella Vista
Robert L. Bogle
Warwick P. Bonsal, Jr.
Mrs. M.W. Bouwensch
Millicent B. Bowerman
Mrs. Hilda E. Bretzlaff
Mr. & Mrs. Gerard W. Brooks
Dr. Shirl Brunell

Lylia Bryant

George C. Buzby, Jr.
Edith F. Camp

Doris Casper

Eclesia J. Cestone

Mr. & Mrs. Floyd Chase
Adrianne Ryder Cook
Kristine Crutch

Sophie L. Danglran
Carol Daughrity

John G. Davidson

G. Dunn Davis

Charlotte Diedrich

Mrs. Coleman Donaldson
Patricia N. Dubcgis
Willard Duckett

Haskell Duncan

Mrs. Paul J. Eakin
George Elkins

Peter & Theresa Elmendorf
Lillian Lund Files

Mrs. Betly G. Fisher
Elwood L. Fisher

Pat Givens

Ms. Vivian Glenn
George N. Grant

Dr. Roberta Gray

Morris M. Green, Jr.
Cheryl A. Guilzon
Gunston Land Co.

T.E. Gurley

Mr. & Mrs. George Harmon
Lynn Harwood

L. Edward Haws, Jr.

Miss Georgia Hariton

Mr. & Mrs. Dennis L. Hayford
D.E. Heald

Bryan C. Hebbeler

Joan Heilman

Dana L. Heisey

Nolan & Rosamend Hughes
Fred A. Hunltress, Jr.

BLUEBIRD BOOSTERS

Wilbut O. Huth

Kenneth W. Jacobs, Jr.
Charlotte Jernigan
Larry & Betly Jernigan
Mrs. R.N. Jespersen
Pauline R. Kagserman
Martha Keating
Kingsely Kelly

Adeling F. Kempner
Elizabeth S. Kimberly
John & Linda Knowlton
Louise Kuerner

William R. Kuhi

Cathryn Kurtagh

Joan Lane

Robert J. Lavell

Doug & Ethel Marie LeVasseur
Ron Ligon

Aletha J. Lindstrom

J. Lint

Ms. Felicia Lovelett
Dwight E. Lowell

Fred & Jeanne Lutz
Deborah Lynch

Dawn Maclaren

Mr. & Mrs. Jesse G, Manley
Robert W. Maris

Mrs. James H. Marshall
D.S. Masland

Charles A. Mauldin
John 8. McCall

Richard McGovern

Mrs. Betty Mcilwain
Bruce McNaughton

J. Kent McNew

Rosch & Mikler

Maxine & Royal Mantgomery
Themas Morris
Wiiletia Morris

Aurelio Nepa, Jr.

Nancy Ogg

David B. Oliver 1l

Harry B, O'Rear

Robert E. Orthwein
CWE Paine

Larry & Robin Palmisano
Mrs. William A. Porter
R. Cynthia Pruett

Grani C. Riggle

Dori Selene Rockefeller
Roger E. Roberts
Marvin & Mary Rubin
Ernest R. Ruterman
Clovis L. Ryan

Carolyn A. Schwab
Mrs. Sally Sears

Betty Shaull

Percy R. Shinn

Yvonne G. Shore
Elizabeth F. Sirmans
Mrs. Susan L. Sloan
Russell C. Slutz

Dr. & Mrs. Wayne Spiggle
Gene Stricklin

Martha R. Sullivan
Kenneth O. Tatro

Mary Teets

Chris Thoma

Isabelle & Stanley Thomas

Upstate New York Bluebird Society

Robert Vanderkioot
Shirley VanProoien
Sue wells

Norma K. Williams
John & Gayle Wix

Mountain Bluebird

Donna R. Hagerman
Linda Vidal

Western Bluehird

Myrie Linnell
William B. Watling

Fledgling Bluebird

Raymaond L. Allison
Conald F. Andersen
Arrow Wiring Contraclors
Augusta Bird Club

Mr. & Mrs. Edward A. Bagley
Brenda Baldwin

Mrs. Henry N. Barkhousen
Allan Bentley

Ms. Clara Berchiold

Judy Bland

George Boos

Sarah S. Braunwell

J. William Bruner

Alicia Campbell

Mrs. Betty L. Conner
Joyce & Joseph Coyne
Paul Detweiler

Ann Denaldson

Mrs. Coleman Denaldson
Mr. & Mrs. Malcolm Dorber
Francis M. Dorer
Benjamin B. Fogler
Suzanne Franklin

Dee Friar

Bill Garner

GFWC Berwyn Woman Club, Inc.
George Gurda

Mr. & Mrs. George Harmon
Jane & George Hausch
Dana L. Heisey

Regina J. Karr

Mary P. Kassenbrock

Ron E. Kingston

Virginia C. Kost

Mr. & Mrs. H.R. Lampshire
Anne Ledbetter

Mrs. William G. Lehrl

Mrs. Marty V. Leonard
Mrs. Edward Leroy

Mr. & Mrs. George Luce
Mr. W.T. Maitison

Amy R. Mitchell

Marjorie Mountjoy
Kenneth M. Nagler

Mr. & Mrs. George Nalisnik
L.E. Nelson, Jr.

Dottie Nesmith

Sue Holly Newman

Rager Peloguin

Gayle C. Reddick

Hareld & Julia Reinsma
James H. Resau, Ph.D.

{Continued on page 40)



Founded in 1978, THE NORTH AMERICAN
BLUEBIRD SOCIETY is an incorporated non-profit
organization determined to increase the
populations of the three species of bluebirds on
this continent. Inasmuch as the populations of
these birds have diminished due to the matadroit
actions of human beings, as well as natural
disasters, the primary objective of the Society is
to educate all who will listen about the impor-
tance of preserving these singular creatures in
their native environment.

Toward this end, the Society will work, within the
bounds of effective conservation, to study those
obstacles impeding bluebird recovery; to publish
results of those studies; to promote ideas and
actions which might reduce the effect of those
obstacles; and to obtain a more compiete knowl-
edge about bluebird ecology, in the hope of
learning more about the ecology of humankind.

Membership: Student (under 21) $10.00; Senior (over
60) $10.00; Regular $15; Sustaining $30; Supporting

- $50; Contributing $100; Corporate $100; Donor $250;
Life $500. Add $2 per year for Canada and Mexico
and $3 per year for other countries (Surface mail).
U.S. funds only, please. Amounts over $6 are tax de-
ductible.

Address:
North American Bluebird Society
Box 6295

Silver Spring, MD 20916-6295





