


ntwo hour. .= 7 siaie: ilhe smal et saatharr gpon’ss oa
s Dy a tres leas e El anter and ex Jhe 1 W2 insh epaningin




0661 l2WWNSg ‘eljelg

3UO ON 'SuOoSEal suoliejal 2i|gnd 104
pajieisui ApreuibBllo sem (Jue|d Jemod
JBB|ONN SIIID 12AIBD 1B) [1BJ} ayl,
‘310IM BYS JBIUIM B1B| U] "0 0111983
% sen [gw] alowneg syl “18Ao|dws
18y psayoeosdde aus usaym pPatsunoD
-ug 'QW ‘AQsnT Jo 21Zpalz(] eus|ly JEUMm
1snl aq 01 waeas sasnoy Aswi|4,,
lapuom Buo|ayl| ojul
SWOSSO|q @SnoU ASWi|} B Ul yle a1l
V. PRIINANS S1 . Spaigan|g yiim lieyy
AlllWed v, Panliua s1211e s poomieH
"0 Mdlepald 'SEVYN JO Jeyl SE ||5M
Se Ssalppe s, saalb apisul aope
BANBUWLIOJU| 8U] "18A0D 8y} UO plIgan|g
UI21SE] 8y] paliniea) ajiipiiA S}i8smnyo
-BSSBW JO aNsSI 0BGL 121UIM BU) JeUl
1no paujod ‘sgvN o 1uepisaid ised
‘YW 'ologsBuil Jo s34 ueyn
‘1l pusw
-W028) 0) yonuw sey ospla ayj 'siyy 104
1080X%8 ‘DUB 03PIA SfUl JO) 3w PIM3IA
-latul 19BUDIN L Y'SN BU) UL 8All NoA
18A8IaYyM—SPIIgaN(q INOA JG) 8IRD DUE
10%I11e 0} MOY 9s50/D df) $piiqenig Ul
ules| ‘||& Jo }S&g Buo|B SPIQan|q Wol)
saje|pel jey) Jojoo pue Buos ay)y o)
HHUL "S8HIels Allwe) a1ewWijul i1ay] [eaA
-8l—sphgan|g UIBJUNG DUE UI3)Sapn
‘uiglseI—SpIGeN|q  SANEBU N0 o
931y} ||e SBe ud}S|| PuU2 UDIBAA §S300NS
Uo|}1BAIBSUOD UBDIaWY Alanbiun S1y) ul
aleys 0} Al21905 uognpny |BUONEN 2yl
WoI) UOIIBLIAUL JNOA S| 91185580 03DIA
2}NUIW-0G SIUL,, "SIU3UOT Ayl (o uol]
-duosap Buimol|oy ay) sapnjoul 1axoel
aul ‘[1eSe-296{(6L6) 191 ‘01G/Z ON
‘os0queD 15 UBIH 8oLl oul omian
aoug10g aunjey 10} Aaujpon |aeusii
Aq 8881 21'| Ul padejoapia sem a50[D
dn spaiganig "uess A|SpIM S 08pIA mau
B UuayMm passalppe ag Ajauns | (a1d
-08d PB1Sa18}U|) J0}0.Y |BIONID JBY ]
.. 9|doad paysa

9Lt

-1ajul Auew ‘Auewl JO uol1BISdOCO ay)
01 SMUEBU] 'sloul||| jo BAIE SI1Y) Ul Spuiq
-an|q ul asealoul a|geiou e Bulousied
-X8 818 9pA,, 19118 S1y 0] Buipiodoy Bul
M| sy o) sem xog Gujuado-juol] ay)
JO A2BD0APE 1124 ‘UONEIDOSSY UOIS
"UR)X3 SIBNRWRIWOH JO Hun IPeIs(IiN
ayl Ag 1nG 1nd J9A|) BuUl B DBALIDSAP 8
‘wio} s,uoysbury uoy vewlieyd aoeyd
-SIW PIPp 8y ) usAa neaIng sSiaxeadg
S8YN 8ul JO Jaguisw 8plj euoq e
11 A0 8)UELD JO 'S8GI04 XEW
Seuneyte
10} Jaquiswal Asuy adoy | UDSSI| B S]]
j90UalBJ}IP B 9¥BW P|NOD ‘usIp|Iyd se
‘Aayl yeyy pue sa19ads paiq e djay Ajeal
pinom usium 1o8foud B sem siy) 1Byl
paziseydius Aj|enuljuod 8ABY | '8g UBD
A3yl SE Pa11oXa Se 1Noge ale Siaquaw
H-# 10 g 11dv jo Buluiow syl paalle
spiganig ‘L pudy uo jeyqey piganiq
auwild Ul paoe|d alem asay] auo usalb
2lam pue SaxXoQ 159U IN0Oy PaIoNILS
-U0D SBU SPIO 1BaA 01§ 40 Qnio Hv
Jaguiewl XIS Ino awll yeyy eouIs '06BL
Arenuer ul SgvN ay) paulol |, "dnoub
18y 10 1Byl paguossap ‘|w ‘Buisue jo
uosiapad eueiq 'sjoalcid uoleAalasUOD
piigen|q SgvnN ol S|BINjEU 0SB ale
SqN|2 H-p A[UIBLID "AJUNOD 118UUIng
ul syled |euonealoas Ino) Ul Q0L doon
1n02g Ag Analoe AeQ ylie3 ue paqlios
-ap ‘v ‘uingn jo ezon Ajeg
"21/gnd
(eisusb syl (0 uvonuslie ayl paimdeo
aAey saosueAalasqo ABQ Ulie3l,, aouls
Alleloadsa ‘Ajalloe INpapuom siyl o)
pelia|e aq ||IM Bu03aWIOS Uaym [|9]1 ue?
Jaaau noA "passnosip st Buipigan|q
Uaym UQIBS aul Jarle dasuo 0} swass
SABM|E USNy B 2sneoaq (s1s))A1shey
puB} S19W0ISND Jaylo awos Bullisauoo
2q uaaz JYDIw apa 1ISIA YOBB UQ A)JAIDR
plaganiq Jiau) uo arepdn ue 186 | pue
umel Hayl aoelb Mou SaX0q 159U oM
‘sue)d x0q 159U ylim ‘Awwo] ‘pueqsny
13y pue Jay papiroxd Ayomnb | fesinod
10 "Ajjusoal Jassalpliey AW ‘BINoA pres
jauop agja BuiyiAue 186 L.uop | pue 4O
ABp AW US ABp |[B Way] YII1EM 0] 3ABY
| [N{IINE3Q 0S ale spIIgaN|q @50y,

sQlelaue ‘g Alely

sojel pigan|g



took care of it, Houses were put up all
wrong and they were only breeding
House Sparrows. So now, after beg-
ging and begging upper management, |
am the proud landlord.” Hooray for
your efforts, Arlene!

Across the Chesapeake Bay in
Hurlock, MD, Ray and Marjorie Lanham
described their excitement upon see-
ing their first bluebirds-—four of them.
Now they will add helping the blue-
birds to their other love—helping Pur-
ple Martins. To do this, they visited
Smith Motors in Denton, MD, where
Oliver Smith sells bluebird nest boxes
that he nas made. In other Maryland
bluebird news, Dana Saluga of Abing-
don, reported placing a bluebird dis-
play again at Harford County’s Falls-
ton branch public library, then plans to
move it to the Bel Air branch. She has
also placed a nest box facing an open
field at the edge of the library property.
She and the Fallston library staff are
“anxiously hoping for a pair of blue-
birds to find the box this spring!” If
they do, they join other “library blue-
birds” including those at the down-
town Columbia location in Howard
County where Alice and Clif Grant
originally placed a box.

From Winchester, VA, veteran
bluebirder Charles Clevenger reported,
“I have a 120 box bluebird trail scat-
tered along the rural roads and one
golf course. [ build Barn Owl, Wood
Duck, bat, wren and bluebird boxes. |
don’t make much money, but | enjoy
every minute.”

Carl M. Keefer of Montague, NJ,
recently wrote, “This is my second
spring building and piacing bkluebird
houses. I've enjoyed seeing the nest-
lings of many types of birds fly from my
humble works of art, but so far I've had
no success with bluebirds. Perhaps
they know that | am not an official
member of the North American Blue-
bird Society! | don’t have any property
as such and have to go door to door
and ask permission to place my
boxes.”

Then we hear from John G. Davidson
of Barnesville, MD, a veteran of Worlid
Warl.

“l am enclosing a check for
$275.00 which is money collected from

Volume 12, Number 3

the sale of bluebird houses. The last
one | numbered was 857 and have ma-
terial here for 38 more. | have donated
houses to churches, schools, senior
citizens for their money raising pro-
jects. | donated nine houses 10 a Girl
Scout troop foratrail.”

Whether awesome (as in John
Davidson's work) or modest and grow-
ing, as in Dan and Marcy Hoepfners
efforts, all accounts are greatly appre-
ciated. Dan and Marcy wrote this
spring, “We are doing cur share to help
increase their numbers—from three
bluebird boxes the past two years to 20
this year!”

It all seems to add up to good
news for our banner bird. Witness this
account from Amelia McKee of Bald
Knob, AR: “I'm 83 years old and fell in
love with bluebirds as a child when my
father showed me a nest and told me
what wonderful little birds they were
and to cherish and protect them. Then
they were everywhere. When | was
about 50 years old all at once | asked,
‘Where are the bluebirds | enjoyed as a
child? | found out. Started with about
30 boxes. The most | ever remembered
was six occupied boxes in one year.
Sometimes none at all. Now, out of 14
boxes, more than half are used. It
makes me feel grand to see bluebirds
again and to know that they are mak-
ing a comeback.”

Several writers from New England
report with joy sighting greater num-
bers of bluebirds. Among these were
Bonita Dundas of Bennington, VT,
Edith Leopold of East Hartland, CT,
and Michael McMorrow of Hampden,
ME.

Often our efforts to help bluebirds
spill over into the area of helping hum-
ans as well. One instance of this was
the donation by NABS of a pair of nest-
ing boxes with habitat and monitoring
instructions to an auction held by the
Barker Foundation, an adoption
agency. Robin Lustig of Barker wrote
that interest in bluebird conservation
was high at the 1989 auction and bid-
ding was brisk.

Congratulations are in order for
Arlene and Walter Kunkel of Frederick-
town, OH, who celebrated their 60th
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Bluebird Man of Georgia

One hundred thirty miles he came from south Atlanta’s coast.
He came to see a bluebird; no bluebird lore could boast.

His face was young and honest, neither fat nor thin,

No fancy airs—no hippy hairs were hanging from his chin.

Straightforward he bespoke his mind, when | asked what was on it,
Said he, "l hope to see a bluebird, here; I've banked my trip upon it,
For here, they say that every day the bluebirds fly about.

| thought that I'd arrange this trip, and maybe I'd find out.”

“Just turn around and look aloft to that high hanging wire.

No reason now to fook in vain for your hungry heart's desire.

A bluebird’s there on that high perch from which he scouts the ground,
And now you’ve seen your first bluebird, and now just locok around.
There's a house contains a nest on that pole in the shade.

Your trip of all those weary miles was not thus vainly made.”

"Excuse the tears,” the young man said, “my age is thirty-four;
I've seen the prize with my two eyes, and now | would see more.”
I tgok him all around the place to see each bluebird’s nest,

Of all the days of all his life, he said this was the best.

He bought of our log houses for bluebirds four or five.

Around his yard he put them up, and his place came alive.
Brown-headed Nuthatches, bluebirds, titmice, and chickadees,
Woodpeckers, and other birds nested there--and bees.

And then he sent to Washington for the famous NABS slide show,
With the taped narration so everywhere he'd go

He’'d show the birds of beauty and information true,

Toinspire his growing audience with those great birds of blue.

Ere long his reputation for knowledge of the game
Had grown beyond his fondest dreams, “The Bluebird Man’’ his name.

But when he found himself so-called—““the Georgia Bluebird Man,"”
He quickly said, "Thank you, kind folks, I'm doing what | can,

But you've not see himyet, you're premature | fear;

The real Bluebird Man lives a hundred miies from here.

He's the one that showed 1o me my first biuebird there,

His knowledge far surpasses mine, and he has pictures rare

That far outdo the shots | get of bluebirds at their nest.

One shows a Daddy feeding young on his wife's head—the hest.”

Ron Lee goes now from place to place a-spreading bluebird lore.
The only way 1o teli his pace is to say more and more!

Until the bluebird calls again from every field and farm,

As hedidin years gone by, and is again beyond all harm,

We'll keep on keeping on, good Ron, and keep that goal in sight,

And labor on through rain or shine, ali trusting in his might

Who made the creatures great and small, and made man over all;

we'll labor on with love of God to aid lest one should fall.

May we with His Spirit guiding us, keep on 'ti} prize is won,

And seek His will to guide us still, 'til all life's duty's done.

Laurance Sawyer
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