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8800.

Art Aylesworth

Box 794

Ronan, MT 59864

Dear Editor:
| monitored 283 boxes last year with
bluebirds in 163 of them. | fledged 596

young and found none died from heat

or even looked stressed from the pro-
longed near 100 ° heat.

Also, | find it impossible to believe
that a bluebird needs 24,000 calories a
day to survive {Sialia 11{2):60). A grown
man only needs 2500-3000 and would
have a hard time eating 24,000 calories
in a day. Please clarify.

Terry Glanzman
Rt. 1, Box 197
Mondovi, Wi 54755

Dr. T. David Pitts, senior author of the
article to which Mr. Glanzman refers,
answers as follows:

The term “calorie” is clearly defined
by physicists, and most biologists are
careful to adhere to that definition.
However, the term “calorie” as applied
to human diets by nutritionists is actu-
ally 1000 times larger than the physi-
cists’ “calorie.” When we read that
humans need 2000 calories per day we
are being mislead: our actfual reguire-
ment (in real calories) would be 2000 x
1000 or about 2,000,000. Technically,
the term “calorie” used by nutritionists
is a kilocalorie; some nutritionists do
refer to human calories as “Big cal-
ories” in an attempt to distinguish be-
tween “real” calories and “human”
calories. When we understand that
bluebirds need about 24,000 calories or
24 kilocalories per day while humans
need about 2,000,000 calories or 2000
kilocalories per day, the comparison
makes considerably more sense.

Dear Editor:

Qver the past few years | have been
trying to attract bluebirds to my
wooded homesite. | have tried varicus
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nesting boxes and ideas. | finally found
the NABS and ordered their boxes and
set up a trail. No results at all!

Then this spring out of nowhere
three pairs of bluebirds arrived. They
flew right past my trail and set up
housekeeping in a dead vine-covered
stump, a dead tree, and a woodpecker
hole in a live tree. All of the nests were
within 50 feet of each other. The vine-
covered stump is right by the front door
of the house and the family makes at
least a dozen trips a day within three
feet of the nest. The bluebirds raised
al least one family, maybe two, right in
the middle of the traffic pattern.

Murray C. Renick, Jr.
18 Country Club Terr.
Rolla, MO 65401

Dear Editor:
Some interesting notes from my
trail;
1. A female bluebird used a dummy
wren twig nest adding no grass lining
of her own. She laid 4 eggs, 3 hatched,
and 3 fledged successfully.
2. | have had bluebkirds using hanging
nesting boxes made of heavy lumber
{2xds, 2x8s and 1x6s).
3. A Tree Swallow placed a piece of
peacock tail feather in its nest. The
peacock farm is 3/4 mile away.
4. | no longer use 4 in. PVC pipe nest-
ing boxes because they are too small
for a clutch of 5 or 6 young. Now | add
only 5 in. PVCs to my trail. | use them
to replace vandalized wooden nesting
boxes. When 1 erect the replacement,
| put a NABS vinyl decal on the smooth
PVGC surface. It seems to discourage
further vandalism.
Rob Early
R.D. #3, Box 196
Pieasantview Road
Hummelstown, PA 17036
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Bluebird Tales

Mary D. Janetatos

At last the State of Maryland is getting
into the bluebird act. Torrey C. Brown,
M.D., speaking as Secretary of the Mary-
land Department of Natural Resources In
Annapolis, MD, wrote;

“Thank you for your contribution of
bluebird nest box plans and bluebird con-
servation literature for our 1989 Baytest
bluebird conservation demonstration pro-
Ject. All of the materials you proylded were
distributed to 4,600 of the attendees of Bay-
fest.

The elghth grade media class of East-
ern Middle School in Rockville and the Ex-
plorers of Post 367 In Annapolis constructed
28 bluebird nesting boxes according to the
plans. Materials tfor the project were
donated by the Chesapeake Bay Trust and
all construction was done during the Bay-
fost demonstration. The public was very
interested in the demonstration, and we
could have distributed more materials than
we had requested.

The bluebird nesting boxes have been
erected in Seneca Creek State Park under
the direction of Mr. Cliff Horton, the Dis-
trict Wildlife Manager.”

Wayne Davis, of LexIngton, KY, sent a
newspaper article entitled “Bringing Blue-
birds Back to Bluegrass"” which reported
how Wayne strives to find the ideal blue-
bird nest box. He prefers a slot opening,
and has mounted over 800 boxes along the
fences lining the Bluegrass Parkway, the
Mountain Parkway, and Intarstates 64 and
75. "“The horse farms we have here are
beautiful hablitat for bluebirds, but there is
absolutely no place for bluebirds to nest,”
Davis says.

If bluebirds travelling in Texas are
alert, they wili find stopping places with my
frlend from Audubon Naturalist Soclety
days, Lee Eila May-Bright in Odem. As re-
ported in Kay McCracken's “Birding"” col-
umn In the Gorpus Christi (TX) Caller-Times,
“The May ranch, two miles out of Berclair
{In Gollad County), has been in the May
family for more than a century and mus! be
bluebird heaven..” Janine Briley sent a
copy of an Arbor Day program sponsored
by the East Texas Area Council of Camp
Fire, Inc. Janine’s “Bubbly Blueblrds”
group had a project entitled “Save the Blue-
birds and Beautify the Parks.” This project
won “‘a most prestigious statewlds award,
the Texas Urban Forestry Award (youth
category) from the Texas Forest Service."”
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They were given technical assistance by
Harry Krueger, veteran bluebirder from
Ore City, TX. Harry and NABS Board Mem-
ber Keith Kridler, Mt. Pleasant, TX, along
with Robert McKinney write the Informative
monthly newsletter “Bluebird News.” It can
be obtained by sending $20.00 per year
($15.00 for persons over 65) to Box 1624,
M1. Pleasant, TX 75455,

From Wildwood, FL., Delllah C. Gwalt-
ney wrote enclosing a copy of Florida Wiid-
life magazine for Jan-Feb 1989. An article
by Willlam J, Weber was antitled “The Blue-
bird Lady,” and delailed the work Delllah
had done for bluebirds.

Blll Todd, Castle Hayne, NG, incapaci-
tated by MS and In a wheelchair, also works
to ald bluebirds by building and selling
nesting boxes on roadsides, Mrs. Todd
wrote that he was featured on a local TV
“Crosgsroads” program as a “man who is
doing what he can by providing real estate
for an endangered (sic) species.”

Speaking of providing “real estate” for
blueblrds, Nancy Gllbert, Somers, NY (mem-
ber of NABS Speaker’'s Bureau), sells nest
boxes to the Heritage Hills Bluebird Boost
ers and includes a NABS color brochure,
“Where Have All the Bluebirds Gone?"” in
each box, along with an informative sheet
of pointers for the prospective biuebirder.

The “Birdman of Brewerton” (NY) is
John Rogers, NABS board member, Speak-
er's Bureau member, and co-founder of the
Upstate New York Bluebird Soclety. Cred-
ited with “bringing the bluebird back to
central New York” by Thad Pechin, John’s
cousin and feliow bluebird fan,, John's trail
consists of 460 boxes covering a 70 mile
area in Oswego and Onondaga counties. In
1988, thare were 534 bluebirds fledged.

This penchant for inspiring others to
get inyolved in bluebird conservation traces
back to NABS Founder Larry Zeleny. Amy
Heater, Mt. Clare, WV, toid of her New
Seekers 4-H Club being Inspired by Larry’s
work reported In the May 1987 issue of
Southern Living magazine. Amy wrote that
the 40 club members completed 30 nesting
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boxes and plan to mount them in parks and
near nursing hames, to monitor them, and
keep them in good repair. Marie Roo,
Seattle, WA, leader of Calowise Adventure
Club {Camp Fire} wrote to obtain a NABS
information packet. To illustrate their need,
several entertaining pictures in full color
were sent by the club members. Danielle’s
was a bil upseltting, however, for it showed
a beautifully drawn “Garfield” enjoying an
ice cream sundae when a stunning Moun-
tain Bluebird flew by. Gleeful Gartield said,
“I'll get you next!” Annakarin and Carmel's
renditions were less mischievous, but very
appealing and we trust they have made
good use of the material sent. Evidentally
John Eschle, Jr. did that because he wrote
saying he had finished his Eagle project
which was a bluebird trail at Lapham Peak
(W0 Park.

Patti Burke, lvy, VA, described starting
a bluebird trail at Meriwether Lewis School,
where the school has voted the bluebird
their mascot. Marie Hanson, Auburn, CA,
wrote telling of NABS member Ron Brown
who with help from his brother, Ed, aided
over 120 students in building nesting boxes.
Ron, a Speaker’'s Bureau member, donated
the materials.

Harking back to pre-NABS bluebird
history, Ruth Doyle, Grass Valley, CA, told
of reading “Song of Hope for the Bluebird”
in the Jdune 1977 issue of National Geo-
graphic.

In May of 19839 William F. Read, Kitch-
ener, Ontario, wrote upcating us on the On-
tario Bluebird Society which he had founded
in April of 1988. William’s group joined the
other North American local societies de-
voted to bluebird conservation and all do a
wonderful job of educating the public and
compiling statistics on the results of trails.

Several unusual accounts arrived in
the mail. Miss K. Gail Rudy, Altoona, PA,
told of a “very busy bird year in our yard”:
in a white pine tree, robins; above a shed
door, phoebes; in a red plum tree, a yellow
warbler; in a garden nest box bluebirds!
Theo E. Taylor, Atlanta, GA, had several
nestlings by the same female bluebird. This
is certain because the bird is an albino,
Brenda Wadsworth, McCalls, AL, gave a de-
lailed account of rescuing eggs and incu-
kating them; she was planning to place

them in foster care on John Findley’s trail,

And then there was the bluebird nui-
sance! Susan Carter, Stone Mountain, GA
described efforts to dissaude a male blue-
bird from attacking his reflection in garage
windows and the brass kickpiate on a door.
An artificial snake worked in the garage
but not at the front door. “We are just about
fed up. My husband wants to take the nest-
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ing boxes down. We now have another fam-
ily in the second box. Do you have any
suggestions?’ Maybe you could try a hawk
or owl silhouette, Susan, but don’t take the
hoxes down. Put up with a little bluekird

madness!
NABS President Sadie Dorber, Vestal,

NY, told of Ray Briggs’ extensive biuebird
work in Scoharie County, NY, where his
small army of monitors visit Vickie Briggs,
Ray’s wife, who is ill with multiple sclerosis.
At one point, Ray eagerly asked Sadie’s
help in instructing him in banding blue-
hirds. Sadie could not make the trip right
then. but Rav pressed for details. Sadie’'s
question to him, "“How can | tell you how
to band biuebirds over the telephone?”

Carl Lagle, Cambridge, OH, says, “I
have had an interest in birds for the past
25 years, but nothing like [ feel for the blue-
bird. | monitor 43 boxes this year. | am for-
tunate to have as my mentor Doug Le-
Vasseur. Together we suffer through the
anguish that sometimes happens in mon-
itoring. We also share the joy.” Doug is a
NABS board member from Senecaville, OH.
He wrote recently, ““After nine years on
bluebird trails imagine my excitement when
| opened the lid of the box | call the ‘far-
far' house to see a clutch of 6 white eggs.
| would like to share this experience with
other followers of ‘Bluebird Tales’."

While enjoying the wonderful NABS
Twelfth Annual Meeting in Missoula, MT,
last July, we were able to become better
acquainted with members we had spoken
with by telephone or had corresponded with
at some point. Don Yoder, Walnut Cresk,
CA, was among these. Lloyd and Arlene
Wilson, Godfrey, IL, brought greetings from
former board member Ralph Shook, also of
Godfrey. Lloyd described his own bluehird
conservation activities. He has built and
given away thousands of nesting boxes
and promotes memkership in NABS. Writ-
ing (nlate July, Andrew Harlan, Trout Creek,
MT, said it all, “I thought the meeting in
Missoula was a blast.”

Watch for NABS being mentioned in a
winter or spring issue of Country Magazine.
Also watch for a new biuebird video “Blue-
birds Up Close” done by Nature Science
Network (108 High St., Carrboro, NC 27570).
Michael Godfrey, producer, interviewed this
writer in Montana where he also obtained
excellent footage of the Western and Moun-
tain Bluebirds. Michael has had much suc-
cess with other bird videos on owls and
hummingbirds.

From Daisy Hill Farm, Royal, AR, we
received an information request and our
closing wish, “Thank you, God bless, and
have a beautiful bluebird day!” [0}
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Those Little Bluebirds

The fearful little fellow showed a tiny streak of yellow

As he faced the new and fearful prospect of the odds,

Up there on that high throne one must twist and grunt and groan,
And seek the benediction of the gods.

Never mind, my little friend, here’s a sight will all fearend,
A daddy bluebird feeds his little brood

Atop alady’s head; from him all fear has fled.

Now if you cry, ‘twill seem so rather rude.

That’s the thing, just shout and sing;
Pretend you're on a little country road,
And the bluebirds 'round will sing,
Sovyou'll hardly feel the sting

Of the needle with its analgesic load.

Now this brightens up the day,

And you'll have a lot to say

When your mother peers inside your little mouth,
You can tell her all your troubles

Vanished just like little hubbles

As you viewed those little bluebirds from the Scuth.

Their message now to you

Is to keep your heart so true

That when you grow up tall to be a man,
You'll find that life's a lot worth while
Andyou'li meet it with a smile

And you'll always say, “I'ff do the best fcan!”

Laurance Sawyer

Art Credits

Jon E. Boone: 122, 156
Suzanne Pennell: 133, 157, 158
M. Suzanne Probst: 136, 142
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Eastern Blueblird

Sarkrs Acopian
Mr. RW. Adams
Dave & Jan Ahlgren
Harold N. Ahlgren
Eugene A. Armstrong
SueD. Ball
Mrs Nancy Baron
Deborah A. Bartolin
Marie A. Batlle
Anne Bent
Elva Bernal
Harry Bibb
Fredernck R. Bickel
Warwick P. Bonsal, Jr.
George Boos
Bowater Carolina Corp.
Millicent B. Bowerman
Mrs. Jane 8. Brookes
Lyha Bryant
Carol J. Canning
Marvin Carkhuff
Peggy Cavanaugh
Egward Coburn
Barbara B. Cole
Adrianne Ryder-Cook
Joyce & Joseph Coyne
Alma M. Crass
Katherine Cravens
Carol Daughrity
John G. Davidson
Haske!l Duncan
Mrs. Caroline Dupont
Mrs. Theresa Elmendorf
Mrs. George Ewing
Jacqueline 5. Fonlicella
Michael A. Godfrey
B.A. Goggans
Dennis Grungman
Guilford Garden Club
Gunslon Land Company
Miss Georgia Harlton
Edmund M. Hayes
Heritage Hills Bluebird Club
Wilbur ©. Huth
Kenneth W. Jacobs, Jr.
Pauline R. Kasserman
Martha Kealing
Adeline F. Kempner
Arthur L. Kennell
Robert J. Lavsli
Joyce Leingang
M.W. Lew:s, Il
Aletha J. Lindstrom
Geolfrey & Lisa Marcus
James P. Massig, Jr.
Richard McGovern
Mrs. Betty Mcllwain
Don & Edie Merryman
Brian Miller
William & Susan Mitchell
Mrs. Craig Muckle
Jeft & Judy Mullis
Aurelio Nepa, Jr.
Tanya K. Nitterhouse
Albert C. Noyes
George P. O'Neil
C.W.E. Palne
John . Proctor, Jr.
Antonic J. Quezon

BLUEBIRD BOOSTERS

Catherine Rano

Granl C Riggle

John B. Shefter, Il
Percy R. Shinn

Dorolhy Snow

Mark A Snyder

Furman South, 11|
Lindsey W. Spencer

Mr. & Mrs. Donald Slokes
Martha R. Suilivan

Paul R. Theobald

Chris Thoma

George Todd

Patrnicia H vaughn
Nancy L Weiss, M.D.
Mrs. James L. Wilhams
Robert D. Williams, M.D
B. Wolfert

Lance D. Wood

Larry Zeleny

Fledgling Bluebird

Robert E. Ahearn, M.D.
Monica Ahrens

Donald F. Anderson
Argyle Country Club, Inc,
Arrow Wiring Contractors
Joyce A, Asbury

Brendsa Baldwin

Mrs. Nicholas L. Ballich
Hans Beacham

James E. Beres, Jr.

GFWC Berwyn Women's Club, Inc.

Mrs. M.W Bouwensch
Mrs. Hilda E. Bretzlaff
Henry Brownlee

Mrs. Betty L. Conner
Mary L. Contakos

G.R. Cook

Robert Danko

Gtloria J. Davis

Mrs. Diane T. Desibour
Paul Detweiler

Ann Donaldson

Mrs. Coleman Donaldson
Mr. & Mrs. Malcolm Dorber
Mrs. Leslie Douglas
Patricia N. DuBois

Ms. Frances Jd. Ehlers
Dorothy M. Evans

Carol Fleming

Sylvia Forsmith

Mrs. lrene S, Frantz

Dee Friar

Mr. & trs. Raymond Gay
Mrs, Mary Beth Gaylor
Pat Givens

George N. Grani

L. Griffith

George Gurda

T.E. Gurley

Phyllis M. Haeger

Mrs. George Harmon

Mr. & Mrs, Dennis L. Hayforg
Dana L. Heisey

Dr. Baverly L. Held
Hilttop Garden Club
Howeil H. Howard
Charles Huthmacher

Mary D. Janetatos
Mrs. R.N. Jespersen
Elizabeth A. Jones
Rabert Q. Jones

Mary Kassenbrock
Ron E. Kingston
Virginia C. Kost

Mrs. Norah E.K. Lane
Robert J. Lavell

Anne Ledbetler

Mrs. Marty ¥V Leonard
Mr & Mrs. George Luce
Alison 8. Maglean
Mike & Priscllla McGee
Mr. & Mrs. James Messner
Katle Nelson

L.E. Nelson, Jr.

Cyndy Oney

Mrs. Roberl B. Qurisman
Roger Peloguin

Mrs. William A. Porter
Antonio J. Quezon
Mark & Jean Raabe
Katrina Renout

James H. Resau, Ph.D.
Don Rhodes

Col. W.R. Robertson
Mr. & Mrs. V. Rodeberg
Craig Secosan

William E. Sefler

Mr. & Mrs. E.B. Sheaff
Dean E. Sheldon, Jr.
John W. Skooglund
Harvey B. Stickley
Richard F. Taylor

Van Thompson

Mrs. Albert Tilt

Carl Tomlinson
Deborah L. VanDyke
Mrs. Ethel Walls

Phil & Detbie Whitehouse
Paul F. Will

Don M. Willey

Robert H. Williams
Michael Owen Willson
P.R. Wilson
Jeannie Wright

Western Bluebird

Mrs. A.G. Andrews

Countess Patricia 5. DePatra
Chris Trytten

Neastling Bluebird

Delos C. Dupree

Mountain Bluebird

Gary Black, Jr.
Fred & Jean Wishneski



Founded in 1978, THE NORTH AMERICAN
BLUEBIRD SOCIETY is an incorpeorated non-profit
organization determined to increase the
populations of the three species of bluebirds on this
continent. Inasmuch as the populations of these
birds have diminished due to the maladroit actions
of human beings, as well as other natural disasters,
the primary objective of the SOCIETY is to educate
all who will listen about the importance of
preserving these singular creatures in their native
environment,

Toward this end, the SOCIETY will work, within the
bounds of effective conservation,to study those
obstacles impeding bluebird recovery; to publish
results of those studies;, to promote ideas and
actions which might reduce the effect of those
obstacles; and to obtain a more complete
knowledge about bluebird ecology, in the hope of
learning more about the ecology of humankind.

Membership: Student (under 21) $10.00; Senior (over
60), $10.00; Regular, $15; Sustaining, $30; Support-
Ing, $50; Contributing, $100; Corporate, $100; Donor,
$250. Add $2 per year for Canada and Mexico and $3
per year for other countries (surface mail). U.S. funds
only, please. Amounts over $6 are tax deductible.

Address:
North American Bluebird Society
Box 6295

Silver Spring, MD 20906-0295





