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birders in Maine about the type of nest
boxes most suitable for this area.

Brian Dalzell

P.O.Box 477

Calais, Maine 04619

Dear Editor:
| received the following letter in re-
sponse to my article about White-
breasted Nuthatches bringing mud to
their nestlings (Siafia 10(4):135-136).
Laurance Sawyer

Dear Bluebirder:

Two or three years ago, just when |
was occupied observing the behavior
of six Barn Swallow nestlings, | saw an
adult feeding a nestling with what |
thought to be food. But after looking
more closely at the nest, | realized that
the “food"” was mud instead of insects.

Like you say, it is essential tor the
digestion of birds. The adults ingest
grit to give it to their young for the fine
grit present in clay or mud.

This behavior is probably much more
widespread in bird populations than
we think because few people find time
to observe birds.

Daniel Asselin

42, ave lac Retenue,
L’Ange-Gardien, Quebec,
Canada GOA 2KO

Dear Editor:

On May 12, 1988, | found 8 bluebird
eggs in a nest which was built in a nor-
mal sized (4 x 4 in. inside floor dimen-
sions) box. | thought perhaps someone
was playing a joke, but apparently not.
Anyhow, on the 23rd there were 7
young, all still there June 1st. | re-
turned on the 8th hoping 10 perhaps
see them fledge, but they were gone—
safely, | assume, as there were no
signs of disturbance in or around the
box.

Volume 11, Number 3

George P. O'Neil
107 Creek Drive
Sewickley, Pennsylvania 15143

Dear Editor:

My resident bluebirds are still at it.
They consume large amounts of hulfed
sunflower seeds from my feeders
which | first reported two vears ago
(Sialia 9(3):89). | have since heard from
folks in Quinlan, TX, Middlebury, IN,
and Chapel Hill, NC, whe have noted
bluebirds enjoying sunflower meats at
their feeders.

Pass the word! Bluebirds are very
fond of sunflower seeds.

Joyce Duncan
148 Hwy. 247 Spur
Kathleen, Georgia 31047

Dear Editor;

| thought other bluebirders might be
interested in how | obtain dogwood
berries to feed bluebirds during the
winter,

There are a lot of dogwood trees in
Douglas County, Missouri. Qur local
radio station has a program called
"Trading Post” where residents can
telephone in with items to buy, sell or
trade. Around Oct. 1st, when the dog-
wood berries are ripe, | call asking for
berries and give my telephone number.
| pay $5.00 per gallon. This is the price
paid in our area for any hand picked
berry such as raspberries, blueberries,
etc.

Another option might be one of the
free newspapers found in many areas
or an ad placed in a county newspaper.

If winter has come and the degwood
berries are gone, any red berry will at-
tract bluebirds. The American Holly,
used for Christmas decorations, is a
good substitute. In an emergency,
dried apricots, cut into pea-sized
pieces, will do. The orange color, | be-
lieve, is the key to success. Raisins
can be mixed with the berries offered. @

Myra Swan
Rt. 2, Box 879
Ava, Missouri 65608
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staples about 1/8 of an inch from the hole.”
In a phone call from John Monroe in the
Soil Conservation Service in Mississippi,
John recommends flat washers to discout-
age both woodpeckers and squirrels.

For another problem, Myra Swan of
Ava, MO, advised: "To everyone who raises
mealworms for the bluebirds—if you get
tco many beetles, place [beetles] in the
feeder and the adult birds will eat them. A
dozen beetles will disappear in one hour.”
Josephine Bosh of Tuscola County, MI, re-
cently joined NABS and reported: “My late
husband and | read Mr. Zeleny's book The
Bluebird in about 1980. We put up nine blue-
bird houses in the spring of 1981. We have
had at least one pair of nesting bluebirds
each year since.” From Helen Froberg of
Oroville, CA, we heard—"We bought two or
three bluebird houses from you in the past,
and just this spring—now—we have blue-
birds nesting in two of the three boxes."
From Dancansville, PA, Mrs. Beulah Ghaner
wrote: “'We moved here just two years ago
and | saw the first bluebirds I'd seen in 50
years. | was so thrilled and could scarcely
walt for the bluebirds to find the homes,
which they did last November or late fall,
and | could tell they liked them!"”

A certain amount of discouragement
nas always been a part of bluebirding, but
the main 1dea is not to give in. Jimmie
Blaylock of Tahlequah, OK, told his story
thus: "l used to be unhappy because | could
not entice the bluebirds to come to my nest
boxes around my home. Now | have had
bluebirds for a very short pericd and they
were driven off by the starlings almost as
soon as they arrived. | have to say | was not
as discouraged when | had not had blue-
birds as | am at this point We have de-
clared an all-out blew 'em away campaign
against starlings. We are fortunate to hive in
the country and had never really had a star-
ling problem until my little biuebirds came
and tried to make a homeg.”

Tina and Curtis Dew, authors of Blue-
birds, have relocated in Leonardtown, MD.
In their new home, they erected a bluebird
nesting box with these results: “‘We were re-
warded with bluebirds nesting In our box
{two broods, 10 babies total) right beside
the house we were building. They ignored
all our sawing, hammering and construc-
tion noises and nested beside the house
even though we are living in the woods and
we honestly thought it was too wooded for
the birds. But we put up a box and had great
success; we were very pleased. It never
hurts to try.” Back in mid-winter we heard
from Tom Meyer, of Bedford, NY, whose

Volume 11, Number 3

bluebirding had been reported in a local
newspaper, The Ledger. Tom operates the
trail at the Ward Pound Ridge Reserva-
tion. Ed Kanze is curater of the Trailside
Nature Museum there, and the article re-
ported him as saying, “ ‘The work [Tom)
does here in the maintenance and repair of
the bluebird boxes is an inspiration. And he
does this with such faithful attention. We
have moved from good care to excellent
care since Tom has been with us.”

From Thorntown, IN, Robert Lee Gillan
wrote, “Many thanks {[for the NABS bro-
chures] as we are educating a It of inter-
ested people about bluebirds. We, as a
county club in Boone County, have inter-
esled the people in Montgomery County
just to the west of us in organizing a club
10 bring back bluebirds.” Annabelle Bloam.
quist wrote from Mountain Home, AR, in
response to a questionnaire NABS sent out
to people who had purchased nest hoxes
but who had not joined NABS. Annabelle
listed her prcblems but ends on an upbeat
note. “l have one house up on a post. Blue-
birds have nested in it but the sparrows
built on top of it. | am seriously consider-
ing getting a sparrow trap.”

Another “Robyn” got in touch with
NABS, this one a chilg from Racine, WI.
Robyn Terpstra wrote in April: I like the
bluebirds a iot. In the summer | see some
bluebirds. Sometimes when | see bluebirds
| go in and get my binoculars and study the
bluebirds. | want to learn some more aboul
bluebirds. Can you please send me some
more information?”

| fing 1t delightful that the “robins” are
getting involved in bluebird conservation!
The coincidence of persons having bird-like
names is amusing, but there are people
who take names and geneology very seri-
ously. Priscilia Kingston, mentioned above,
works on her family history. A letter was re-
ceived in spring from the Rev. John Statan
of Charlotte, NC, who, as family historian,
published the Staten family history in 969
pages with 18500 names! And nhe still hag
time 10 aid the bluebirds he loved. He wrote:
"Please help me on winter feed for blue-
birds and their favorite houses. | have a few
bluebirds just back of my home here in
Charlotte, NC. Rush this intormation before
they leave, and tell me how to join your so-
ciety. | am a retired school principal and
coach, and minister and understand Purple
Martins, but not bluebirds except they eat
all my garden insects,” All of hus labor over
42 years is justitied by his faith: ‘| believe
God made everyone for a specific purpose...
In this way | am being helpful to others.”” All
bluebirders could adogpt this statement ang
be rewarded by the bluebirds around us! W
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Eastern Bluebird

Sarkis Acopian

John F. Adams, Jr.
Harold N. Ahlgren
Neal B. Allen

Thomas J. Arkinson
Martin J. Bambrick, Jr.
Phyllis J. Barenls

Mr. & Mrs. Paul Beach
Andrew P. Beasley
Anne Beni

M.P. Bergstrom
Berwyn Women's Club
Bird Watcher's Digest
Dr. L.J. Black, Jr.

Lem A. Blakemore
Jimmie Blaylock
Robert P. Bodine
Alfred M. Boehly
Bowater Carolina Corp.
Helen S. Brister

J. William Bruner
Lylia Bryant

April Carvatn

Ruth G. Crutchley
John G. Davidson

G. Dunn Davis

Mrs. Theresa Elemendort
Patricia Folley

Mrs. Carolyn L. Gatov
Carol Ghebelian

Art Gregory

Gunston Land Company
Miss Georgia Hariton
Edmond M. Hayes
Dan Herald

Richard & Marlys Hjort
Mr. & Mrs. J.L. Hultgren
Karen Huss

Wilbur O, Huth
Barbara R. Irwin
Kenneth W. Jacobs, Jr.
Gayle Ware Jayne
Paul Jung

Pauline R. Kasserman
Adeline E. Kempner
Letand D. Krape
Thomas Landen

Joan Lane

Anne Marie D. Lear
Joyce Leingang

Doug & Ethel Marie LevVasseur
Aletha J. Lindstrom
Ms Felicla Lovelett
Kay MacNeil

Richard McGovern
Mrs. Betty H. Mcilwain
Bruce McNaughton
Sallie Maguire

Robert W. Maris

Joan & Jim Marsh

Mr. W.T. Mattison
Marilyn Mause
Joseph Mazoff

Isla Schmidt Merchant
Karen S. Metz

Thomas H. Meyer

Dr. A.J. Milhous
Kenneth M. Nagler
D.W. Nelson

Sandra Norris

Mr. & Mrs. Harold B. Norwood

BLUEBIRD BOOSTERS

Nancy Ogg

David B. Qliver ||
Dorothy O'Neil

George P. O'Neil

Melva J. Parker

R.M. Pennoyer

S.J. Purtell

Daniel T. Quinn

Darin T. Robert

Marvin & Mary Rubin
Mrs. Margaret Schroeder
Dorene H. Scriven
Carole Sickles

Myra E. Simpson
Barbara Snyder

Mrs. Patricia A. Soose
Lou Steele

Nancy M. Stevens
Martha R. Sullivan
Ruth C. Tevls

Paul R. Theobald

Chris Thoma

Paula Van Nattia

John & Jackie Viestenz
Angie Vote

Susan J. Walker
Charles Richard Watson
Nancy Weber

Nancy L. Weiss, M.D.
Kevin White

Mrs. James L. Williams
Robert D. Williams, M.D.
Williamsburg Bird Club
Ms. Betty M. Wise
Suzanne Wybraniec
Larcy Zeleny

Fledgling Bluebird

Mrs. Shery! Jones Alu
Mrs. Christine B. Ammons
Donaid F. Anderson
Arrow Wiring Contraclors
Burt & Nicky Asbury
Brenda Baldwin

Mrs. Nicholas L. Ballich
Mrs. Constance Benson
Mrs. M.W. Bouwench
Sarah 8. Braunwell

Mrs. Hilda E. Bretzlaff
Mrs. Betty L. Conner

G.R. Cook

Mr. & Mrs. James E. Crowell
Rober Danko

Glorla J. Davis

Mrs. Diane T. Desibour
Paul Delweiler

Mrs. Coleman Donaldson
Mr. & Mrs. Malcoim Dorber
Patricia N. DuBois

Ms. Frances J. Ehlers
Dorothy M. Evans

Carol Fleming

Mrs. Irena 5. Frantz
Mrs. Amy M. Gitchel
Pat Givens

B.A. Goggans
George N. Grant

L. Griffith

T.E. Gurley

Phyllis M. Haeger
Mrs. George Harmon
Dana L. Heisey

Dr. Beverly L. Held
Hilltop Garden Club
Howell H. Howard
Charles Huthmacher
Bert M. James

Mary D. Janetatos
Elizabeth A. Jones
Robert Q. Jones

Jane Iris Kellar

Ron E. Kingston
Virginta C. Kost

Mr. & Mrs. Galen Lahr
Mr. & Mrs. H.R. Lampshire
Joan Lane

Mrs. Norah E.K. Lane
Robert J. Lavell

Nancy Lee Lawrence
Anng Ledbetter

Mrs. Marty V. Leonard
Mr. & Mrs. George Luce
Mrs. G.C. Ludlow
Alison S. Maclean
Mike & Priscilla McGee
Mr. & Mrs. James Messner
Kate Nelson

L.E. Nelson, Jr.

Cyndy Oney

Joseph & Cleo Peterson
Mrs. William A. Porler
Antonio J. Quezon
Mark & Jean Raabe
James H. Resau, Ph.D.
Don Rhodes

Roger E. Roberts
Col.W.R. Roberlson
Mr. & Mrs. V. Rodeberg
Mr. & Mrs. Wiltred Roy
Ms. Patricia Sayre

Mr. & Mrs. E.B. Shealf
Dean E. Shaldon, Jr.
Stanley D. Silsby

John W. Skooglund
Bruce E. Smith

Walter C. Snyder
Robert A. Stevenson
Richard F. Taylor
Terra Studios

Yan Thompaon

Mrs. L.J. Trotti
Tuesday Afterncon Club
Jane Merrifield Ungar
Richard Warner

Paul F. Will

P.R. Wilson

Mary L. Wiss, M.D.
Jeannie Wright

Western Bluebird

Mrs. A.G. Andrews

Stan Blezinski

Countess Patricia 8. DePatra
Warren & Shirley Engstrom
Mrs. Irene E. Hall

Benjamin Hoff

Mountain Bluebird

Gary Black, Jr.
Karen Hollinggworih
Robert G. Holman

(Continued on page 80)



G6¢0-90602 AN ‘Bundg isa|s

G6cg xod
A18100S piIgan|g UBDIBWY YIION

'8SIpPY

'8|qlionpaep xe} aie g¢ 18A0 sjunowy ‘eses|d ‘Ajuo
spuny ‘SN ‘(jjew eoeNS) $81J3UN0D 18Y}0 10} Jeek Jed
£$ pue 02|xa|\ pue epeue) Joj} Jeek Jed Z$ PPY '0GZ$
‘Jlouoq ‘001 $ ‘@relodion (001 $ ‘Bunnquiuo) ‘oss ‘Bul
-Joddng :gg$ ‘Bujureisng GL$ ‘yeinBey 00°0L$ ‘(09
18A0) Jojues 0G'/$ (L2 Jepun) Juepn)s :diysiequepw

‘punjuewny jo AB0|J028 syl 1noge aJow Bulules|
jo adoy ayjy ul ‘ABojooa piaigan|q Inoqe abpajmouy
919|dwoo sJOoW B UIBIQO 0O} PpuB $3]0B}SQO
9S0Ul 1O 10840 9y} aonpas yblw yoiym suoljoe
pue seapl ajowoid 0} ‘salpnis 8soyl JO S}Nsal
ysignd o1 ‘Aleaooal plaiganjqg Buipadwi $9|0BiSQO
9s0yl ApniS 0] UODIIBAIBSUOD 8AII294J8 J0 Spunog
SYI UIYM MIOM [IM ALFID0S Yl 'pus SIY) piemo |

"JUSWIUOIIAUS
BAIlBU 118Y] Ul $aJinjealo Jenbuls asay} Bulaliesald
JO aouepOdW| Byl INOgER UudlSl ||IM oym ||B
91eONpPa 0181 A13|D0S 8U} JO 8Al08([qo Asewlid ay}
‘SI9)SEeSIP [BJAN]EU UBYLO SE {|oMm sk ‘sbulag uewny Jo
SUOI10B lI0JpelEW 8y} O} anp paysiulwIp aAey spJiq
853yl J0 suonendod a8yl se yoNnwisSeu| ‘jusauljuod
SIYl Uuo spaigan|q 1o sal1oads 9a.4y) ay} Jo suone|ndod
8yl @sesuoul 0} paulwisisp uoneziuebio
1joid-uou pejesodiooul ue st A13I00S AHIgGINTE
NVOIHIWY HLIHON 3JIHL1 ‘8461 Ul pepunod




