





Dear Editor;

The following wholesaler of meal-
WOrms is very reasonably priced: Grus-
co, Box 15001-0, Hamilton, Ohio 45015.
| hope this information will be useful to
other bluebirders. I have instalied two
separate feeders in my front and back
yards as a mockingbird has decided
the back feeder is his. His behavior is
somewhat frustrating as he chases the
bluebirds all over the yard. I’d be inter-
ested to hear from others who might
have had this problem and to find out
how they solved it. The mockingbird is
aggressive toward the bluebirds even
though he cannot get to the meal-
wOrms.

Carol Daughrity
8551 Strimple Rd.
Cheves, Ohic 45002

Dear Editor:
i’'ve had nest boxes on an old tele-
graph line along a railroad lrack here
for many years (it will be an area that
we will tour during the annual meeting
in July). This railroad line had been
owned by Burlington Northern who
sold it to a Montana corporation called
Montana Rail! Link. 1 became neces-
sary to remove the telegraph line. | met
with these people twice requesting
that the posts and nest boxes be
saved, Mr. Goodrich was so impressed
by the number of birds using the area
that he advised me that they would
save the poles for us. The trail covers
an area of approximately 18 miles and |
believe it to be the largest nesting
population of Western Bluebirds I've
heard of. The line progduced nearly 500
young. | think businesses will
cooperate with us if they are approach-
ed correctly-—certainly these two firms

did.

Art Aylesworth
P.C. Box 794
Ronan, Montana 59864

Dear Editor:

| was most interested in the letter
from Jack Keegan published in the
Summer 1988 issue (p. 115). He pre-
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sented data suggesting that bluebird:
prefer boxes on posts away from trees
to those placed on trees.
| used te think that a iong bare tree
trunk was a good site, but | also have
developed the definite impression that
bluebirds prefer boxes on fenceposts
or utility poles to those on trees.
| have 19 boxes on trees and 43 on
posts. In 1988, bluebirds built in 18 of
those on posts and two on trees. [twas
similar to House Sparrows: 12 nested
in boxes on posts and only one on &
tree. Starlings, however, showed no
preference {for experimental purposes
half my boxes, 11 on trees and 21 on
posts, were accessible to starlings),
using two-thirds of the boxes acces-
sible to them regardless of site.
Blacksnakes, squirrels, House
Wrens, and starlings have probably
pushed bluebirds into their preference
for a hox or a post away from the trees.
Place boxes on fenceposts {on the
side away from the livestock) and on
utility poles (with permission of the
utility).
Wayne Davis, Professor
School of Biological Sciences,
University of Kentucky
Lexington, Kentucky 40508-02225

Dear Editor:

This is in reply to the letter from
Wayne Tice 11(1):19 that appeared in
Dr. Zeleny’'s Question Corner.

| am appalled by the number of blue-
birders who, as soon as they start
monitoring bluebird boxes, want to
band bluebirds. Banding is a research
toel. Mr. Tice wants to be supplied with
some valid reasons so he can take his
pick. This is not the way it works.
Anyone who applies for a banding per-
mit so he can band nestlings will
usually e denied a permit. | cannot
speak for the Bird Banding Laboratory,
but banding witd birds should be for a
definite reason, not just to satisfy a
wihim,

Harry A, Krueger
Route 2, Box OR28
Ore City, Texas 75683

73



Bluebird Tales

Mary D. Janetatos

The BAD news: a starling tried to get
inlo the backyarg bluebird box on February
il The GOCD news: 1t lefl and a male blue-
bird came five minutes laler! Next day |
noticed peculiar sounds upon waking and
was sure it was bluebirds! Yes, there were
Mr, and Mrs. Bluebird hopping around the
nest box during a false spring morning
which had concluded the warmest two
weeks [ can ever recall in mid-winler. Nancy
Hughes of Broken Arrow, OK, related her
amazement in early winler to see blue-
birds “plop into their home three in a row!
| hag no idea that bluebirds would come
back ang ‘winter over' in their home. They
have become very aggressive—are dive-
bombing the starlings in our yard. | hope
and pray they are planning on staying with
us and will nest here this spring.”” Pat Geld-
ing of Clyde, NC, teld of her home area be-
ing one where cattle and sheep are raised
and being near retirement age, she has a
young friend, Lyndle, to share her love of
bluebirds. While they “are treated to views
of all kinds of wildlife...Lyndie and | are par-
tial...to the bluekirds though. Maybe il is
because the coloris so sharp and clear that
they stand out like touches of sky blue.
Maybe it is also that we heard the ‘old
timey’ saying here...‘seeing a bluebird as-
sures good luck’. Guess the old timers here
were safe in that expression because il
does give a lift to even the duilest day.”
Max and Irene Brandon claim t¢o have in-
creased the bluebird population near
Greenville, SC, by at least 25 last year, say-
ing that they had “eleven boxes and had
several nests in them and the strong feel-
ing that some built in gourds and houses
put up for Purple Martins.”

Pat Hagerstrand, a student at Berry
College in Georgia wrole last fall that she
made an “A" on her bluebird speech using
material sent her by NABS.

A little farther north and on a grander
scale, my friend from years ago, Fran Howe,
of Burlington, VT, relaled a delightfu! story
which she found for her TV show “Across
the Fence” (WCAX-TV). “The 4th grade and
8th grade in the little town of Fairfax, VT,
have worked out the most amazing project.
They got a federal grant for supplies—
wood and nails—and have made 100 blue-
hird houses! They are putting them up this
fall to be ready for early comers {ihe Old
Farmers Almanac says March will he
warm!) and by working on a paired basis,
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one 41h to one 8th, they have made their
quota! They expect every home in Fairfax
Mill to have a bluebird house and they will
nave al least one trail. They came on my
show (WCAX-TV Across the Fence Pro-
gram) and 1old how they did it! They were
so well prepared we fell in love with them.
They wrote and learned their script ang by
eliminalion on basis of performance, one
little girl and one older boy came on the
show! In my fifteen-plus years of doing the
program | have never found anything like
it

There are continuing accounts of how
difterent people “spread the word” about
bluebird conservation. For the second year
NABS donated a pair of bluebird nest
boxes to a fundraising evenl given by the
adoption agency Barker's Foundation.
Auctioning off the boxes raised funds for
this praiseworthy organization, and their
representative Debbie Bingham of Hyatts-
ville, MD, was hopeful of generaling “lots
of interest in the North America Bluebirg
Sociely.” Trula Walters of Thomasville, NC,
wrote that her “Garden Club (Cereus) spon-
sors a Junior Gardener Club for the Physi-
cally and Multi-handicapped Children (K-
5 in our county schools. Their teacher is
Mrs. Harriet Forbis. This year, 1888-89,
our theme for the children is on Qur Feath-
ered Friends. Our exhibition lheme will be
‘SAVETHE BLUEBIRDS

Bluehird conservation has always
seemed to me a “natural” for 4-H groups.
To bear that out, Ann Edwards of Ocala,
FL, wrote that “Our 4-H club built 25 blue-
bird houses in December of 1988. We
mounted them on posts and set them out at
a nearby rural elementary schocl with 600
students. We have purchased one of Dr.
Zeleny’'s books to give to the school library.
We plan to give demonstrations on con-
structing and maintaining a bluehird trail to
the student body. At our youth fair in Feb-
ruary, we plan to construct an exhibit (10’
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x 107 of a rural scene complete with a
bluebird box along a country lane. We will
summarize the construction of a bluetird
trail for the public to see. We expect at least
3,600 people to view our exhibit ™

Retirees also lake naturally to bluebird
conservation. Mr. and Mrs. Lurton Gesefl of
Connersville, [N, wrole last fali “*Since you
last heard {rom us we have placed 56 cavity
nesting boxes oout. This 1s our retirement
hobby. These hoxes are in the hands of
friends, relatives, and neighbors We meel
some ot the nicest people. And you know
what? No one has refused a hox. They are
also bluebird conservationists. We are mak-
ing ourselves avallabie to smaller groups
tetling about the bluetirds, sharing our tal-
enis and God’s gift to us. Have s¢me FFA
classes for this winter to visit. Happy 10th
Anniversary to the NABS!”

Veteran bluebirder Meade Flynn of Al-
berta, VA, also wished success to NABS
and said, *“l am now 98 1/2 and it has been
over a year since Mary Frances, my dear
wife of 53 years, has been gone. My son,
Bob, is here with me and he recently took
me to my college (Randolph-Macon) re-
union, Class of 1913, | told them about our
great society, NABS.” Qur heartfalt sym-
pathy goes out to Meade andg the other be-
reaved bluebirders! May the dear Lord con-
scle you with warm memories and with new
sightings of His bluebirds!

Bluebirds helped Jonathan Fry 1o cele-
brate Mother's Day. His mother, Connle,
of Marlinsburg, PA, related this in her let-
ter: “On Mother’s Day, Jon blindfolded me
and led me to what he said was my Mother's
Day present—one of the nesting boxes with
five baby bluebirds. What a surprise! Ang
lhey all grew up. Jon spent all summer
checking ¢n his bluebirds. Once he found
part of an aduit bluebird beside its box of
four eggs, partially eaten. Observing the
nest for half a day, we did not sae its mate.
Thinking we had to do something wilh
these eggs, we put ¢ne in a bluetird box in-
habited by a wren. She hatched all the eggs
in her nest, including the bluebird. The
othereggs we putin a nesting box occupied
oy a bluebird with three eggs. These six did
not all hatch and since the bluebird in the
wren’s nest seamed to be crowding the
baby wrens, Jon moved it lo the bluebird’s
nest with its possible brothers and sisters.”

A more off-beat story came from
George Walter, of Roy, WA. George was re-
cently honored with a “Special Act Award"”
for his oulstanding contrnibutions to the
Fort Lewis Wildlite Management Program.
He used nest toxes and natural habitat
improvement to increase bluebirds on Fort
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Lewis from 22 pairs in 1983 to 168 pairs in
1987. George 15 a Natural Resources
Specialist for the Nisqually Indian Tribe.
His work on the military facility, Fort Lewis,
nas been in a volunteer role He recom-
mends that anyone looking for new tern-
tory should consider nearby military lands.

All of the activity on tehalt of blue-
birds—upcoming and ongcing—can have
tangible, if “unotficial” resulis. | note these
results from the mail received here at
NABS. To wit: from Haysi, VA, Nick, Jana,
Bethany, and Nicholas Travaskls reported
last fall “On September 17 we saw such a
beautiful sight. In our yard (about 1/2 acre)
there were about 100 bluebirds and some
goldfinches. They flew and played angd sang
for about three days. Then they all lefl. My
husband felt there was about one maie for
every 12 females. We figured they grouped
together to migrate.

From Thediord, Ontario, Mlep Verkley
wrote last fall “We have lived on this un-
sprayed, undistributed 20 acre property for
20 years. We have learned lo recognize
many birds, wildflowers, trees and other
natural wonders. But never the bhluebird...
until this summer. On September 12,1 saw a
pair of bluebirds in the valley behind the
house. Ang on September 21st | saw 10 or
12 more!! They were apparently migrating.
They stayed around for an hour or so ang
then moved on.

Indeed, many tclks will go well out of
their way to help bluebirds, but it would te
hard to top the account by Dr. Shirl Brun:
nel of Texarkana, AR—author of / Hear
Biuebirds and NABS Board Member who,
with NABS Treasurer, Chuck Dupres, al-
tended a Fall ('88) Festival at Brandywine
Creek Stale Park in Pennsylvania. Her ac-
count of Thursday, Friday, Saturday and
Sunday included soaking wet clothes in a
suitcase flooded from a burst water heat-
er; the cap of a tooth breaking off and its lit-
tle prongs sticking into her jaw; the neces-
sity of taking liquids and fingding a dead in-
sect in the airline’s orange juice; finding a
non-English speaking (at least southern
English) Iranian dentisl 1o repair her dental
origge; a hotel room with a couch but no
bed; a rock band playing under her room;
bock sales going well until yellow jacket
attack on upper lip; ice cube control at-
templed but lip doubles n size anyway,
heavy rain cancels Festival, on return flight
neighboring baby tips mother’s dinner plate
on Shirl's shoe. Secretary on Monday asked
how her trip went. Shirl: “Routine.”

Here's hoping you bluebirders don't
have a "“routine” {disastrous) spring!

Happy Bluebirds to ALL!! |
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Index to Volume 10 (1988) of Sialia

American Blackbearry, as planting, 101-
107

awards: Lane, 33, 119, 152; NABS Re-
search, 33, 66, 147; Take Pride in
America, 148; Zeleny, 33, 152

Aylesworth, Art, Mountain Bluebird
Trails report, 57-58

Bentrewicz, Laurette, article on back-
vard birds, 67-68

Birchard, Junius, obituary, 80

bird banders, list of available, 26

birdhouses. See nesting boxes

Blackburn. Karen: articles on plant-
ings, 20-21, 60-61, 99, 100-101. 140-
141; poem, 120

Black Huckleberry, as planting, 60-61

Blandings, Thomas, remarks on Lillian
Lund Files, 27

Bluebird Boosters, 12

bluebirders, diary of a new one, 145-147

Bluebird Express, 36-37. 72-73, 114-115,
154-155

bluebird houses. See nasting boxes

bluebirds: fledglings enjoy lawn sprink-
ler, 67; foster parents fledge two
broods, 94; on Getiysburg cannon,
97, how to save abandoned nest-
lings and eggs, 7-10; nesting in con-
do conglomerate, 118-119; nestling
deaths from pesticide, 93; parental
care by Western Bluebirds, 123-129;
request for articles on, 158

Bluebirds Acreoss Vermont, 143-144

Bluebird Tales, 34-35, 74-76, 116-118,
156-158

bluebird trails. See nesting box trails

Bodine, Bob, requests articles, 158

Boggs, Earl, report on plantings, 99

books on bluebirds, donating to librar-
ies, 142

Bowie, Hazel A., poem, 160

boxes for bluebirds. See nesting boxes

brambles, as plantings, 100-101

Browning, Frank D., article on modular
nesting boxes, 102-108

Caufield, Carol, article on foster par-
ents, 94

cavity nesters, forest fragmentation as
threat to, 18-19, 26

Davis, Wayne H., articles on: milk jug
nesting boxes and interstaie high-
way placement of boxes, 51; snake
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predation measurement, 87-88
dead wood for wildlife, 89-82, 131-134
diary of & new bluebirder, 145-147
Dion. Andre and France: death of their
daughter, 32; NABS award to, 152
Dorber, Sadie, Presidential Points, 2,
38, 42, 58, 82, 88, 122, 129
ducks, nesting boxes for, 13-17
Dupree, Delos C.. articie on raising
mealworms, 11-12; 1987 nesting box
report, 43-50; lreasurer’s report, 40

Eastern Shore of Virginia Bird Club
trail, 50

eggs, how to save abandoned, 7-10

Eltzroth, Elsie Kollin: NABS award to.
33; 1987 Northwestern trail report,
53-55

FeederWatch Project, Cornell, 159

feeding with softened raisins, 136

Files, Lillian Lund: presenis NABS
award, 153; Thoreau Society intro-
duction of, 27

fledglings: enjoy lawn sprinkler, 67;
Western Bluebirds parental care,
123-129

forest fragmentation, as threat to cav-
ity nesters, 18-19, 26

foster parenting by bluebirds, 84

Fuerst, Greg, article on discouraging
predators, 137-138

Gettysburg cannon with bluebird, 97

Gillis, Earl, obituary of Hubert Pres-
cott, 151

Goga, Alberth: NABS award to. 152; as
NABS speaker, 134

golf course nesting boxes, 159

grants. See awards

grapes, as plantings, 140-141

Gutzke, Theodore W., Research Com-
mittee chairmanship, 66

Hagerman, Donna, article on nesting
box entrance holes, 8386

Hanes, Fran, Lane award to, 119

Harris, William C., article on blusbird
nesting in condo, 118-119

Hassinger, Jerry D. article on dead
wood, 89-92, 131-134

Hershberger, Deni, Mountain Bluebird
Trails report, 57-58

highways, nesting bex trails on, 51, 58
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Holloway, Euanna, diary cf a new blue-
birder, 145-147

Honeysuckle, Bush, 20-21

houses for bluebird. See nesting boxes

House Sparrows: NC withdraws pro-
tection 10; resistance t¢ PVC nest-
ing bhoxes, 3-6

Illinois, state bluebird activities, 111
index to Volume 9 (1987) of Sialia, 77-79
In Memoriam gifts to NABS, 70

Janetatos, Mary D.. article on Take
Pride in America award to NABS,
148; Bluebird Tales reports on NABS
activities and members, 34-35, 74-76,
116-118, 156-158; Junius Birchard
obituary, 80; Olive Zeleny obituary,
685; report on NABS Tenth Annual
Meeting, 30-32; report on NABS
Eleventh Annual Meeting, 149-151

Johnson, Don, article on golf course
nesting boxes, 159

Klanchar, Emil: NABS award to, 152; as
NABS speaker, 134

Kridler, Keith, article on PVC nesting
boxes, 3-6

Krueger, Harry, articles on: pesticide
and nestling deaths, 93; raisins as
winter food, 136

Lane, Norah, Canadian Mountain Blue-
bird report, 55-57

Lane Awargs, 33, 119, 152

letters to the editor, 36-37, 72-73, 114-
115, 154-155

library donations, 142

Literature Review, 52, 130

McCombp, William C., article on snake
predation, 87-88

Mcllwain, Betty H., donation to NABS, 6

Mars, Eleanor and Vic, NABS Speakers
Bureau experiences, 109

Maryland Ornithological Society
{MOS): research grants, 6, Zeleny
Award to, 33

mealworms, how to raise, 11-12

milk carton bird house, 28-29, 51

Morgan, Paul, poem, 39

Mountain Bluebirds: couple’s experi-
ences with |D trail, 71, 79; nesting
box entrance hole size, 83-86; trails
report, 57-58
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Nannyberry, as planting, 20

nesting, in condo conglemerate, 118-
119

nesting boxes: entrance hole size for
Mountain Bluebirds, 83-86; experi-
mental designs, 51; extended roof
and metal pole to discourage preda-
tors, 137-138; front-opening, 23-25;
on golf course, 159; measurement of
snake predation to, 87-88; milk car-
tons as, 28-29, 51; modular, how to
construct, 102-108; 1987 report, 43-
50; PVC as sparrow-resistant, 3-6;
snake enters, 69-70; for Woed Ducks,
13-17

nesting box trails: Canadian report, 55-
57, 95-96; Eastern Shore of VA Bird
Club, 50; on highways, 51, 58: 1D
couple's experiences, 71, 79; Moun-
tain Bluebird report, 57-58; North-
western report, 53-55; “On the Trail”
report, 59; Oquaga Creek State Park,
NY, 2, 38

nestlings: death from pesticide, 93;
how to save orphaned, 7-10; nut-
hatches feed mud to, 135-136; paren-
tal care by Western Bluebirds, 123-
129

nests, anecdote on cne removed by
human, then returned to box, 112-113

Newman, Jerry, articles on: books for
libraries, 142; information on stale
activities, 111, NABS Speakers, 63-
65, 109

North American Bluebird Society:
awards presentation, 33; Bluebird
Boosters, 12; Bluebird Tales reports
on activities and members, 34-35, 74-
76, 116-118, 156-158; Eleventh An-
nual Meeting, 149-151; memorial
gifts to, 70; Research Committee
Chairman sought, 66; research
grants, 10, 66, 147, Research Series
Technical Papers, 76; slide show, 97;
Take Pride in America award to, 148;
Tenth Annual Meeting, 30-32; treas-
urer’'s report, 40

North American Bluebird Society
Speakers Bureau: repori, 63-65;
speaker Alberth Goga, 134, 152;
speaker Emil Klanchar, 134, 152;
speakers Eleancr and Vic Mars, 109

North Carolina, withdraws protection
from sparrows, starlings, pigeons, 10

nuthatches, nestlings fed mud, 135-136
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On the Trail, 59

Qauaga Creek State Park, NY trail, 2,
38

orphaned nestlings, how to save, 7-10

Outerbridge, Tom and Angela, mar-
riage, 32

parental care. See nestlings

Parren, Steven G., article on VT blue-
bird network, 143-144

Payne, dack, article on dead wood, 131-
134

Perry, Mary and Al, article on own
Mountain Bluebird trails, 71, 79

pesticide Sevin and nestling deaths, 93

pigeons, NC withdraws protection, 10

Pitts, T. David, Literature Review, 52
130

plantings for bluebirds: Black Huckle-
berry, 60-61; brambles, 100-101; Nan-
nyberry, 20-21; reader’s report on, 99;
wild grapes, 140-141

poetry by: Karen Blackburn, 120; Hazel
A. Bowie, 160; Paul Morgan, 39; Bar-
bara Robinson, 57; Oiana Hunt
Waslta, 120

Pollock, Haroid S., arlicle on front-
opening nesting box, 23-25

Power, Harry, Ill, NABS award to, 33

predation at nesting boxes: how to
discourage, 137-138; by snakes, 69-
70, 87-88

Prescott, Hubert, obituary, 151

Presidential Pcints, 2, 38, 42, 58, 82,
88, 122, 129

Prince George’s County, MD honor to
Lawrence Zeleny, 38

Probst, M. Suzanne, new Sialia art
editor, 159

Proctor, Alicia, article on “disappear-
ing’’ nest, 112-113

Proctor, Beresford, NABS award to,
152-153

Project FeederWatch, 159

puzzle “Word Find,” 110-111

PVC nesting boxes, 3-6

Question Corner, 22, 62, 98, 139

raisins as winter food, 136

Research Awards, 33, 66, 147

research grant to NABS, 10

Robbins, Chandler S., article on cavity
nesters and forest fragmentation,
18-19, 26
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Rokinson, Barbara: NABRS award to, 33;
poem, 57

Rue, William J., article on VA bird ciub
trail, 50

Sawyer, lLaurance, article on nut-
hatches feeding mud to nestlings,
135-136

Schutsky, Robert M., NABS award 1o,
33

Scott, Alexia J., as Siaha art editor, 80

Sevin, and nestling dealhs, 93

Sialia: art editor Alexia J. Scott
thanked, 80; index to Volume 9
(1987), 77-79; M. Suzanne Probst new
art editor, 159; tenth anniversary is-
sue available, 148

slide show from NARS, 97

snakes: entering nesting box, 69-70;
measurement of predation by, 87-88

Sparrows, House. See House Sparrows

Speakers Bureau: See Narth American
Bluebird Sociely Speakers Bureau

starlings, NC withdraws protection. 10

siate biuebird activities, 111

Take Pride in Amernica award to NABS,
148

technicai papers, sought by NABS, 76

Tennessee Valley Authority, Inc., NABS
award to, 152

Thoreau Society, Lillian Lund Files in-
troduced to, 27

frails. See nesting box trails

trees, wildlife as benefiting from dead
wood, 89-92

Upstate New York Bluebird Society
grant to NABS, 10

Vermont, statewide bluebirg network.
143-144

Wasta, Diana Hunt, pcem, 120

Webster, Clark G., article on Wood
Duck boxes, 13-17

Wellman, Linda B | article on snake n
nesting box, 69-70

Western Bluebirds, parental care of
nestlings and fledghngs, 123-129

White-breasted Nuthaltches, nestlings
fed mud, 135-136

Wilcox, Norman B., article on birds in
lawn sprinkler, 67

wildlife, use of dead trees, 8992, 131-
134
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With, Kimberiy A., article on parental orphaned nestlings and abandoned

care, 123-129 eggs, 7-10; comment on Gettysburg
wood, wildlife use of dead, 8992, 131- cannon bluebird, 97; comment on in-

134 terstate highway trails, 51, 58; Con-
Wood Ducks, nesting boxes for, 13-17 gressional Certificate of Apprecia-
Word Find bluebird puzzle, 110-111 tion to, 38; Question Corner, 22, 62,
Wright, Michele, 1987 nesting box re- 98, 139

port, 43-50

Zeleny, Qlive, obituary, 65
Zeleny, Lawrence: article on saving Zeleny Award, 33, 152

Prepared for Sialia by Nancy E. MacClintock-Indexes

| T T b e N ) TR 20 1V P T N T
MOMENTS

Nancy Aowe

Everything is drenched from the constant, heavy, welcome rain and | am con-
cerned aboul the youngsters in the nest box by the vegetable gardens, for they
should be leaving home any day-—any minute, in fact, These four may be the last
hope for this year's bluebird crop; and a poor one it has been, considering last year’s
baby boom,

The showers have ceased, at least temporarily, so I'll go check on them. The
world beyond cur meadow is noticeably quiet, as it often is on an afternoon in Aug-
ust; but the small sounds of birds are distinct and greatly magnified by the mois-
ture-laden air, like the voices of children at play in a falling snow.

Several goldfinches scallop across the sky, scattering "perchickery’ notes as
they rise from each undulation. This is their time to shine, long after most birds have
had their summer day. They have waited for the thistles to mature, s0 as to fashion
their cottony nests from the down and fo feast on the seeds.

QOne lone Barn Swallow swoops low for insects over the meadow, perhaps sep-
arated from a migrating flock. After our own nesling swallows departed, insects
have become more noticeable in the evening, despite the efforts of Chimney Swifts
to sweep the sky.

A Yeilow-billed Cuckoo’s “kowk, kowk’ and a Mourning Dove's cooing remind
me that the wild habitat from which they call will soon become a housing develop-
ment.

Song Sparrows, so aplly named, entertain me as i walk. If Broadmead were fo
select a ""community bird,” it should surely be the Song Sparrow. It is friendly,
seems to like our company, and its bright melody pierces our consciousness wher-
ever we are across these acres, all summer fong. We are never out of range of its
song.

Suddenty there is a hush, as though all nature is awaiting the entrance of a per-
former. And enter he does, hot with a commanding opening but with a high, sweet,
delicate, downward-slurred phrase. Another one responds. They sing and call anti-
phonally as they feed and keep together their four fledgling bluebirds in their
strange, new environment high in the black locust trees by the gardens.

Fora few precious moments | share the beauty of these lyrics with two garden-
ers who happen to bein the right place at the right time,

These are truly moments to Savor and remember. Bl

Broadmead A-3

13801 York Ad.
Cockeysville, MD 21030

Reprinted from Voice of the Residents, newsletler of the Broadmead Lifecare Retirement
Community Residents Association, Vol X, No. 2.
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*My BUNNY FRIEND YOU TALK TOO MUCH!
SO, ILL NOT SPEAK ONE GOSSIP WORD,
Or vou WOULD $ay BACK AT THe HuTort
You KEARD \T #FROM A LITTLE BIRD.”

Mass BuNNy:
'l knOw | DO TAKE LIBERTIES
POLITENESS NEVER WOULD CONDONE,
BuT TELL ME, MRS BLUEBIRD, PLLASE /
HOw LONG ITWAS YOU WERE ALOMNE .

WHAT WAS YOUR AGE \WHEN IT GREW CLEAR
THAT SINGLENESS HAD LOST (TS HUE ,
AND SUITORS FLEW FROM FAR AND NEAR_

To BEG OF YOU AN INTERVIEW 7

WY DID YOU THINK #/5 COURTING SONG
\WAs SWEETER THAN A RIVALS BEST —

[ HE \WHO SINGS THE WHOLE- DAY LONG
SO NICE. TO HAVE AROUND THE NEST 2 #

Kn-‘%, AcLenN E.METELMAN

ART CREDITS

JonE. Boone: 42,72
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BLUEBIRD BOOSTERS

Eastern Biuebird Boosters

Donald F. Anderson
Brenda Baldwin

Mrs. Nicholas L. Ballich
Mrs. Henry N. Barkhausen
Rev, Lawrence A. Bender
Warwick P. Bonsal, Jr.
Mrs. M. W. Bouwansch
Sarah S, Braunwell

Mrs, Hilda E. Bretzlaff
Mrs. John W, Brooks

Mrs, E. Brownsworth
Edward B. Bucklin
James D. Carter, M.D.
Mrs. Betty L. Conner
G.R. Cook

J.R. Cook

Mrs. John H. Daniels
Robert Danko

Gloria J. Davis

Mrs. Diane T. Desibour
Mrs. Coleman Donaldson
Mr. & Mrs. Malcolm Dorber
Patricta N DuBois
Francis J. Ehlers

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Fiore
Patricia Folley

Franklin Garden Club
Nancy M. Gilbert
PatGivens

B.A. Goggins

George N. Grant

L. Gnffith

Phyllis M. Haeger

Mrs. George Harmon
Dana L. Heisey

Dr. Beverly L. Held
Howell H. Howard

Mary D. Janetatlos
Ehzabelh A.Jones

Ron E. Kingston
Virginia C Kost

Mr & Mrs HR. Lampshire
Mrs. Nora E.K Lane
Donna Lang

Robert J. Laveil

Mr & Mrs. William Lawrence
Anne Ledbeller

Mrs. M. V. Leonard
Danatta B. Levine

Carl L. Lowry

Mr. & Mrs. George Luce
Mrs. G.C. Ludlow

Jill MacDonald

Col. Stephen C. McCormick
Mike & Priscilla McGee
Mr. & Mrs. James Messner
L.E. Nelson, Jr.

P.O. Qlson

Mrs. William A, Porler
Antonio J. Quezon

Mark & Jean Raabe
James H. Resau, Ph.D.
Col. W.R. Robertson

Mr. & Mrs, V. Rodeberg

Mr. & Mrs. E.B. Sheaff
John W. Skooglund
Richard F. Taylor

Terra Studlos

Van Thompson

Mrs. L.J. Trotti

Tuesday Afterncon Club
Mrs. Garnett T. Tunstall, Sr.
Mr, & Mrs. N.C. Vestal, Jr.
Richard Warner
Raymond J. Whalen
Norman B. Wilcox

P.R. Wilson

Gary K. Willoughby
Jeannie Wright

Western Bluebird Boostars

Carl R. Carlsen
Mr. & Mrs. Edward DePaoli
William B. Watling

Nestling Bluebird Boosters

Delos C. Dupree
Ms. Betty Major
Mrs. Dorothy Yingling

Fledgling Bluebird Boosters

Sarkis Acopian

Harold N. Ahlgren

Mrs. Nancy Baron
Anne Bent

Berwyn Women's Club
Bluebirds Across Vermont
Bluebird Society of Bella Vista
David W. Babington
Bowater Carolina Corp.
Ray C. Brinser

Mark & Elizabath Brockelman
Mary T. Brown

Lylia Bryant

Martha Chestem

Corky Corporation
John G. Davidson

G. Dunn Davis

Haskell Duncan

Harry Eichbaum

Mrs. Theresa Elmendorf
Family Club Campfire
Lillian Lund Files
Franklin Garden Club
Mrs. Linda Glickert
Miss Georgia Hariton
Bryan C. Hebbeler
James D. Hunt
Wilbur ©. Huth
Kenreth W. Jacobs, Jr
AnnJennings

FPauline R. Kassarman
Adeline F. Kempner

Or. & Mrs. M. Kiavan

J Kracker

Joan Lane

Neva Lattanzlo

Aletha J. LIndstrom
Mrs, F. Lestie Long
Ms. Felicla Lovelett
The Madiera School
Roberl W. Marls

Blll McAfes

Susan McFarland
George H. McLaln, Jr,
Laura Nielsen

Carol Norman

David B. Oflver II
George P. O'Nelll

Mr. & Mrs. James O'Neill
Martha & Lou Pacilie
Ellzabeth A. Reed
Grant C. Riggle

Marvin & Mary Rublin
Vincent E. Schneible
Betty Shaul)

Dr. & Mrs. RW_Simpsen
Tom & Norma Smith
Pat Sgehnlen

Mrs. Susan Stothes
Martha R. Sullivan
John F. Tyler

Suzanne Walsh

Cleo J. Whaley

Mrs. James L. Williams
Richard C. Williams
Roberl D. Williams, M.D.
Mr. & Mrs. Bryant Wolt
Mark E. Wolterbeek
Larry Zeleny



Founded in 1978, THE NORTH AMERICAN
BLUEBIRD SOCIETY is an incorporated non-profit
organization determined to increase the
populations of the three species of bluebirds on this
continent. Inasmuch as the populations of these
birds have diminished due to the maladroit actions
of human beings, as well as other natural disasters,
the primary objective of the SOCIETY is to educate
all who will listen about the importance of
preserving these singular creatures in their native
environment.

Toward this end, the SOCIETY will work, within the
bounds of effective conservation, to study those
obstacles impeding bluebird recovery; to publish
results of those studies; to promote ideas and
actions which might reduce the effect of those
obstacles; and to obtain a more complete
knowledge about bluebird ecology, in the hope of
learning more about the ecology of humankind.

Membership: Student (under 21) $7.50; Senior (over
60), $10.00; Regular, $15; Sustaining, $30; Support-
ing, $50; Contributing, $100; Corporate, $100; Donor,
$250. Add $2 per year for Canada and Mexico and $3
per year for other countries (surface mail). U.S. funds
only, please. Amounts over $6 are tax deductible.

Address:
North American Bluebird Society
Box 6295

Silver Spring, MD 20906-0295






