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At first | walked with a friend to mon-
itor the houses each week. Soon we
found nests, then eggs. My bluebirds
and my trail have provided a compell-
ing motive to continue walking. | have
found my health is Improving. Today |
put away my cane. |t s in wellness that
| now walk my bluebird trail. My desire
is to walk this trail for many more sea-
S0ONS.

Wes Morse
P.C.Box 196
Fall River, Kansas 67047

Dear Editor:
As a bluebirder and a feeder of birds,
I would like to pass along the following
information for those who have prob.
lems with squirrels. The best way |
have found to cope with the problem is
to catch them live in a “Hayv-a-hart”
squirrel trap. 1 then take them to a rural
area, at least five miles away, and re-
lease them. ] use peanut butter for bait.
Other squirrels will eventually move in
to take their territory so it is somewhat
of a constant process, hut it does work

well.

Vincent E. Schneible
R.D. #1, Pangburn Rd.
Duanesburg, New York 12056

Dear Vincent Schneible:

With patience, trapping squirrels
can reduce the numbers near your
feeders. There is a difference of opin-
ion about the distance it is necessary
to take them in order to prevent their
evehtual return. Five miles may be a
sufficient distance if you cross a major
river or multilane highway, however,
10 miles is more likely to prevent re-
turns.

Dear Editor:

| thought this might be of interest to
readers in Canada who keep provincial
bird sight records. When Tom and Alli-
son Mickel returned from a six week
8000 mile birding trip to Alaska, they
reported thal they had seen a male
Mountain Bluebird (Siafia currucoides)
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20 May 1988, at Haines Junction,
Yukon, where they had spent the night.
It was in the parking lot at Kluane
National Park sitting on a trash can.
The temperature was 45°F (6°C), the
wind 10 to 15 mph, and the weather
cold and rainy. They are excellent bird-
ers from Eugene, Oregon.
Elsie Eltzroth
3595 NW Roosevelt Dr.
Corvallis, Oregon 97330

Dear Editor:

My first acquaintance with bluebirds
was when, as a child in second grade,
my father introduced me to a Campfire
Girl leader and | became a Blue Bird—
a beginner in that excellent organiza-
tion.

One summer while staying at a small
cabin near Garrison, MN, about 1947, a
pair of bluebirds built their nest in our
backyard in the hollow of an old lean-
ing clothesline pole. It was the very
first time I'd been lucky enough to see
real bluebirds!

| became a teacher and moved to
California. While there | read Dr. Ze-
leny's article in the Reader’s Digest. |
shared the article with my dad and at
Christmas he surprised me with a box
he had built. About that time | learned
of the Western and Mountain Blue-
birds.

Dad was living near Independence in
the Owens Valley; he put up his box
with no luck. | put mine in our backyard
in Claremont in the San Gabriel Valley
—also with no luck. After about five
years of waiting and hoping, | took
mine down.

Finally on a warm February day in
1984, while on a picnic at Bonnelli Park,
we saw the Western Bluebird. Later
that same month while on a walk on a
warm afternoon in our Claremont neigh-
borhood, we saw a pair of Western
Bluebirds on the roof of a house with a
large lawn.

Maybe | shouldn’t have taken down
that bird house!

Margaret Joy Morris
3944 Williams Ave.
Claremont, CA 91711
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bluebird nesting box from plans | found in
the newspaper. To my excitement (and sur-
prise) bluebirds quickly found the box,
nested, and raised the first of many broods
in that same box. As with many bluebird
enthusiasts, | was hooked. | have since
built many nesting boxes for friends, and
this last spring, some friends and | got a
grant from Lutheran Brothernood with
which we built and srected 10 boxes at the
state Botanic Garden in Athens, and built
and gave away some 60 more boxes to peo-
ple throughout northeast Georgia and
northwest South Carolina. After a feral cat
raided a box with babies, | catproofed and
—s0 | thought—snakeproofed my boxes
with a tin shield on the 4x4 post and a col-
lar, also of tin. To my dismay, | peeked in
on the third clutch this year, 9-day old bab-
ies, and discovered a black rat snake coiled
inside, having eaten ail the young. To avoid
this disappointment again, | would like
some advice on snake-proofing boxes.
Since | suspect that snakes are a common
predator, | would hope you would have a
good solution.” His problem was answered
by Kathy Colston, of Cclumbia, MD, when
she wrote, “Just wanted to let whoever |
talked to on the phone about keeping a
black snake from getting a second brood
know that | used a hardware cloth 2 i, in
diameter in combination with steel wool
[wrapped around the post or pole] and nev-
ar had another snake problem. We had four
fledglings and are hoping for another nest-
ing.”

Even budding authors seek NABS out
as shown by Nancy Welsmuller of North
Stonington, CT, who said: ““l have been in-
terested in bluebirds for years. | had a nest
trail at my oid house and had bluebirds
nesting every year. (The stories | could tell
you!} My Grange has built and given out to
the public (with directions) over 200 blue-
bird houses. | teach second grade, and my
science unit for spring is birding. | have
written a book about a bluebird and his dif-
ficulties in finding a nest site and raising a
family. {Someday it will be published, |
hope.) Just this summer 1 met a man at the
Osborne Homestead Museum here in
Connecticut who asked me if | belonged to
NABS. | told him | did not know there was
such a thing. Oh, ves, | have an article pub-
lished in Bird Watchers Digest (Jarn/Feb
1G88).” Could the “mystery blusbirder” be a
friend of Art Gingert, the long-time Connec-
ticut bluebirder? From East Benard, TX,
Ruby Halbert told of the bird watching she
and her husband enjoy on their 10-acre
place. “Eastern Biuebirds are seen in the
East Texas area....”
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It always delights the NABS letter read-
ers to see that articles which have appearsd
years ago continue to make friends for blue-
birds even now. Two letters came recently
from readers of Southern Living maga-
zing’s May 1987 article. After reading the
article, Margaret Jones of Avon Park, FL,
said she “had felt a love for bluebirds when
| first saw them In a meadow near a home
| had in Akron, Ohic. | have been trying to
find the book, ! Hear Biuebirds by Shirl
Bruneil. | since have moved to Florida and
have been told that ‘ves’ we do have blue-
birds. I am in the process of putting in a
garden and want to do what | can to enlice
this bird into my yard. | have also just re-
cently Joined a newly-formed garden club
and would like to make the bluebird our
mascot. Please send me whatever | would
nesd to help this bird.” Helen Hedge of
Sallisaw, OK, a member of “Pcreelain Art-
ists of Oklahoma, Inc." told of trying to find
Larry Zeleny's book The Bluebird: How You
Can Help Its Fight for Survival in her local
public library to no avail. Through Jerry
Newman's (NABS Speaker’s Bureau Chair-
man) new project, NABS members can help
allgviate this lack by encouraging the dona-
tion of copies of The Bluebird to libraries
throughout the continent and sending their
names and the iioraries’ names to NABS
LIBRARY BOOSTERS, P.Q. Box 6295, Silver
Spring, MD 20906-0295, Bonnle Wood of
Crofton, OH, wrote: “l want to share with
You an experience which happened to me
last week which contains our much beloved
bluebirds. | was to go into the hospital for
unexpected throat surgery last Wednesday
morning and was guite concerned about
the surgery. | was sitting at my sewing ma-
chine late Tuesday afterncon, looked out
the window and there on the telephone wire
sat four beautiful bluebirds! Now that is the
first time I've seen them in several weeks
and it seemed to calm my fears and helped
me to face what had to be done with re-
newed strength. It propably wouldn’t seem
like much to anyone elss, but | happen to be
a great believer in the Almighty and some-
how felt that this was a sign sent to me lo
nelp me ihrough a troukled time.”

Efforts to promote bluebird censerva-
tion often take on a territorial aspect as
when one or another area will prociaim it-
self to be “The Bluebird Capital of the

(whatever).” NABS' attitude to
all of these has been: Go ahead and make
your claim. Those who would dispute your
claim have the burden of proof placed upon
them. No one can ever be sure they counted
all the bluebirds in an areal But keep cn
publicizing, as did the Green Team of Lan-
caster, NY, headed by Arnie Raln who said
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Song of a Bluebird

| listen enthralled
Softly it floats,

The sweetest sound
Of a bluebird’s notes.

Cares of the day

For a moment depart,
Peace fills my soul
And enters my heart.

Rachei Vickio

Housing Emergency

May’s almost over and bluebirds are due,

We usually manage to see just a few.

Each year | wonder, will these be the last?

Will these lovely birds soon be things of the past?

Insufficient housing appears to be the reason;

Too much competition during nesting season.

More bird houses needed. There’s an alarming lack!
Start building, everybody. Let's bring the bluebirds back!

Marion Hodges
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Eastern Bluebird Boosters

sarkis Acupian

Harold N. Ahlgren

Mrs. Elizabeth Anderson
Leonard Angermeimer
Thomas J. Arkinson

Dr. Marion G. Baker
Mrs. Nancy Baron

Karin Baumgardner
Mrs. August Belmont
Anne Bent

Berwyn Women's Club
Harry Bibb

Mrs. A.L. Blades
Bluebird Society of Bella Vista
Alfred M. Boehiey

Mrs. MW, Bouwensch
W.R. Brown

Lylia Bryant

George C. Buzby, Jr.
Edith F. Camp

Faye & Ted Chamberlain
Martha Chesiem

Jan & Richard Christoph
Mrs. Dwight Colimus
Corky Corporation
Archie A. Cowan

Mrs. Norma C. Daniels
John G. Davidson

G. Dunn Davis

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Davis
D.K. Douden

Haskell Duncan

Mrs. Paul J. Eakin
George Elking

Ms. Theresa Elmendorf
Family Clup Campfire
Theodore L. Felsentreger
Lillian Lund Files
Douglas Floed
Jacqueline S. Fonticelia
Larry Gasper 11|

Joseph C. George
Harriet E. Gleaton, M.D.
Mrs. Linda Glickert

Art Gregory

Miss Georgia Hariton
Erna Hassebrock

Jane & George Hausch
Bryan C. Hebbeler
William Q. Heltsley
Charles L. Hendershot
Mr. N.H. Horlen

James D. Hunt

Fred A. Hunlress, Jr.
Kennelh W. Jacobs, Jr.
Pauline R. Kasserman
Kathy Keating

Kingsley Kelly

Adeling F. Kempner
T.5. Kent, M.D.

Calhryn Kurtagh

Joan Lane

Belty Leighton

Mrs. Edward A. LeRoy
Aletha J. Lindstrom
Mrs. F. Leslie Long

BLUEBIRD BOOSTERS

Ms. Felicia Loveletl
Mrs. Frank Lucas
Mrs. Lois M. Lyon
Judy M. McCiellen
Claudia S. McDaniel
Mrs. Betty Mclllwain
J. Kent McNew
Elmer B. Mellen
Leland M. Moss
David A. Mueller
Aurelio Nepa, Jr.
David B. Oliver Il
George P. O'Neil
Robert E. Orihwein

P. Michael L. Pearson
T.J. Renner

Marvin & Mary Rubin
Eugene F. Sandefur
Vincent E. Schneible
Carolyn A. Schwab
Mrs. B.A. Schwarlz
Jenifer L Secosan
Mrs. Denald M. Smith
Kay Smith

Dr. & Mrs. Wayne Spiggle
Chris Thoma

George Todd

Cheryl Smith Tolley
Shirley ¥Yan Prooien
Darryl & Kay Van Son
Angie Vole

Reuben B. Wigmer
Suzanne Wybraniec
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Yaun, Jr.
Don Yockey

David & Janice Ziglin
Larry Zeleny
Catherine W.L. Zumbro

Fledgling Bluebird Boosters

Melissa Allison

Donald F. Anderson
Brenda Baidwin

Mrs. Nicholas L. Ballich
Allan Bentley

Gary Black, Jr.
Warwick P. Bonsal, Jr.
Dr. Rehert J. Bradley
Sarah . Braunwel
Mrs. Hilda E. Bretzlaff
Mrs. John W. Brooks
Mrs. E. Brownworth
Edward R. Bucklin
James D. Carler, M.D.
Mrs. Betly L. Connor
G.R. Cook

J.R. Cook

Roberl Danko

Gloria J. Davis

Mrs. Diane T. Desibour
Mrs. Coleman Donaldson
Mrs Malcolm Dorber
Patricia N. DuBo1s

Ms. Frances J. Ehlers
Patricia Folley
Franklin Garden Club

Nancy M. Gilberl

B.A. Goggans

L. Griffith

Phyllis M. Haeger

Mrs. George Harmon
Dana L. Heisey

Dr. Beverly L. Held

Mrs. Garrett Horder
Howell H. Howard

Mary D. Janetatos
Gordon & Diana Johnson
Elizabeth A. Jones

Dr. & Mrs. M. Klavan

Mr. & Mrs. H .R. Lampshire
Roberl J. Lavell

Mr. & Mrs, William Lawrence
Anne Ledbetter

Mrs. M.V. Leonard
Danatta B. Levine

Cal Liles

Mrs. G.C. Ludlow

Jill MacDonald

Col. Stephen C. McCormick
Mrs. Nancy L. McFarlang
Marjorie Mounijoy

L.E. Nelson, Jr.

P.P. Olson

Antonig J. Quezon
James H. Resau, Ph.D.
Joseph Roberls

Lois M. Roberts, M.D.
Col. W.R. Robertson

Mr. & Mrs. V. Rodeberg
Mrs Iris G. Rule

John W. Skooglung

T.W. Smith

Richard F. Taylor

Terra Studios

Van Thempson

Mrs. Alberl Till

Mrs. L.J. Trolli

Tuesday Afterncon Club
Mr. & Mrs. N.C. Veslal, Jr.
Richard Warner

Susan Walkins

Mark Wealhers

Nancy L. Weiss, M.D.
Raymond J. Whalen
Gary K. Willoughby

P.R. Witson

Jeannie Wright

Western Bluebird Boosters

Jim D. Barfield
Carl R. Carlsen
John Coleman
Tom Griggs

Ralph 8. Martin
Richard Malson
Dorothy D. Rands
Wiltliam B. Walling

Mountain Bluebird Boosters

Linda A. Matthews
Urion Carbide Canada, Ltd.

{Continued on page 40)
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