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place the stick and try again a day or
two later. Most of the time bluebirds
will come right to the box and be able
to defend it against the sparrows.

Emily Shoemaker
Rt. 1, Box 133
Sophia, NC 27350

Space limitations prevented printing
the 1979-1988 nesting timetable for the
North Carolina Piedmont enclosed by
this correspondent—Ed.

Dear Editor:

The meeting in Canada was truly a
good one. The Canadian people were
warm and friendly. The field trip to the
University de Sherbrooke was just
great. The Father there sure is a friend
of the bluebird. On that same field trip
Albert and Dollie Guilbault saw their
first bluebird. Wonderful tc see people
with such interest even when they do
not have bluebirds at home. The Guil-
baults are from Canada and hope o
have bluebirds before long.

Do you know of someone, maybe
someone that does not have an oppor-
tunity in another way, that would like to
have a bluebird penpal? | would like to
write to and receive letters from some-
one like that. Please, let me know if you
have any ideas.

Christine B. Ammons
Rt. 1, Box 242
Union Mills, NC 28167

Dear Christine Ammons:

We're glad you found the annual
meeting so stimulating. Many who at-
tend regularly tind each meeting better
than the last.

Occasionally, individuals have ex-
pressed an interest in corresponding
with other bluebirders concerning
some item that has been published
which is why we now use complete
addresses with our letters. We can't
use this column as an exchange for
penpals, but we’d like to offer an altern-
ative. For those in our readership who
are interested in finding a bluebird pen-
pal, send your name and address along
with a stamped, self-addressed long
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envelope to NABS Penpals, Box 6295,
Silver Spring, MD 20806-0295 in order
to receive a list of people who have
registered to be penpals.

Dear Editor:

Please find enclosed a money order
for my membership renewal and a gift.
Please send a gift subscription to Stony
Plain Fish and Game Assoc., ¢ / o Dale
Loosemore, R.R. 4, Site 400, Box 23,
Stony Plain, Alberta, Canada TOE 2GO.
| found that they have bluebird “lines”
but didn’t know about Sialia!

R. Kathleen Williams
15312 Rio Terrace Dr.
Edmonton, Alberta
Canada T5R 5M5

The 1987 summary Mrs. Williams en-
closed indicated 452 bluebirds and 708
Tree Swallows were fledged from 433
boxes—Ed.

Dear Editor:

| live on the edge of a 127 acre park
called the County Farm Park of Wash-
tenaw County, [Michigan]. This spring
the county put up its first bluebird trail,
a dozen boxes, which we've added to.
My husband and | are the official nest
box watchers. Two weeks ago | saw
and heard my first bluebird ever (and
I'm 38 years old). Last week we counted
one nestwith five eggs init. I'm hooked!
| was fortunate enough to grow up
with parents who loved and respected
wildlife, and who passed those values
on to me. | joined NABS last year on a
whim. | heard about it at the Dahlem
Bluebird Festival and it sounded like a
good idea to me. | never believed I'd be
walking a nest box trail or making my
own boxes, but here | am. Reading
Sialia has ignited the passion in me
and rewarded me with a glimpse of a
bird | never thought I'd see. Keep up

the good work!
Gloria Krys
2759 Canterbury Rd.
Ann Arbor, M| 48104
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Messiah Luthern Ghurch, and near some lo-
cal homes. This past week we found three
boxes at Messiah Lutheran Church that hag
sat dormant for all this time now have a
bluebird nest in each box. In another state,
with similar park names to those in Mary-
land, Sue and Jim Dabbelt wrote: ""(We) are
volunteers at Germantown Nature Center
which is part of the Montgomery County
Park District. As part of our duties we help
run some bluebird trails in Germaniown Re-
serve. We are students at Qhio State Uni-
versity studving o become interpretive na-
luralists because we enjoy our volunteer
work sc much. We are currently engaged in
an independent study course: the topic
which we have chosen is bluebirds. We
wish to produce a bluebird slide and auvdio
tape presentation that could be used for
groups such as 4-H clubs or scouts who
might be inlerested in building bluebird
boxes and maintaining a bluebird trail.”
Hugh Medford, of Indian Trail, NC, re-
lated his Eagle Scout project “With the
help of scouls from Troop 12, we put up 50
houses at Cane Creek Park. This is a large
park tocated here in Union County | have
sent a map with the bird house locations to
Mr. Ben Myers, Director ot Cane Creek Park.
He has agreed to have lhe staff at the park
clean the poxes after each brood The
Mecklenburg Audubon Society has been
notified so they can monitor the houses.”
NABS member Michael Patterson of Col-
leyville, TX, told about being a public school
teacher in north-central Texas. “For quite
some time now | have been allowing sev-
enth grade students in my history-geo-
graphy classes to build cluebird houses (as
per your plans) in order to gain extra credit.
So far this season lots ¢f young bluebirds
have hatched in the kids' boxes. Several of
the nearby landowners have said they'd hke
1o have two or three boxes of their own 10
watch | would like to buy about 50 of the
colored brochures (the ones with the cir
cular photo and ‘Where Have All the
Biuebirds Gone?’ on the front) so that |
could give cne along with the houses. To
date, we have erecled over 200 boxes 1n Tar-
rant, Wise, Montague and Palo Pinto coun-
ties here t am beginning to have a monitor-
Ing problem so | want to start getting some
landowners involved. Your brochure will do
much more than my impromptu confer-
ences In getting them o property care for
the houses on their land.” It's great to hear
biuebird promoters telling thewr listeners to
mornitor those boxes sc enthusiastically
put out! Mrs. Carroil's third grade class of
Lincoln Elementary Schocol in Royal Qak,
M!, sent some charming drawings and lei-
ters filled with thoughtful questions which

Volume 10, Number 4

proved that they had paid close attention as
their teacher instrucied them.

writing for the Dogwoed Garden Club
in Union, KY, Tillie Rankln sent a copy of
her letter to club members encouraging
them to put out nesting boxes. She ¢on-
cluded by exhorting them to win: “Let’s go
for 1t. Let’s win ihat national award for our
beautiful state.”

Qlivia Quick used a unigue sticker on
her letter: *I Am An Organic Gardener. |
raise fruit. veg and flowers with God's
Help.” Don Love of Danvilie, PA, wrote last
winter “‘Having jusl jeined NABS two
weeks ago, | don’t know if my five enclosed
photos of Eastern Bluebirds feeding {(on
currants) very close to my house, in groups,
1s unusual or nol.” I'm gfad to know that
Don had patience, for another correspon-
dent, Sea Captain A.D. Healey of Framing-
ham. MA, said: “I have mounted them
[boxes]) on trees at the edges of the pas-
tures and cleared brush from around them. |
beligve that | have done everything except
be patient in order 10 attract a pair of blue-
birds. | was wondering If you have any mem-
bers in my area (near Bellows Falls, VT) that
have nesting pairs or have seen them. Have
you any knowledge of bluebirds migrating
northwards resting on the ships at sea? For
instance, yesterday as we were heading
southwards off the Fionda coas! we had a
Bobclhink aboard. | keep a bird book aboard
as we come across gquite a variety. Trip
before we had three Baltimore Orioles ™ Bul
1he most plaintive letter came from prisoner
John E. Fentral, of the Augusta, GA, Correc-
tional Institution: *f have run across many
stories on the study of survival of the blue-
bird. | asked my supervisor if | could build a
bird house; he «n turn asked his supencr,
which was okayed Two days after | put it
up, a pair of bluebirds began to Investigale
it. Was not long before other tluebirds were
trying 10 move In atso. | now have buill a
total of six of lhese bird houses and have a
pair in each house. Since | have buill these
bird houses. several employees have shown
a desire 1o have one, to take home and out
intheir yard. Since | am trying to spend my
time constructively whtie here, | would like
to ask you to send me information on these
birds and nesting boxes, both in a kit and
prebuilt.”” It is rndeed a constructive way to
spend time, constructing bluebird houses!

There are imes in the nesting season
when we get frantic phone calls regarding
the pesky sparrows many people encoun-
ter. Dorothy QOrlinsky of Ailison Park, PA,
said following one of these calis "' Thanks
so very much for taking the time to talk to
me the night | called, so upset by the spar-
row killing of our bluebird babies 8ut the
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Golf Course Blues

Don Johnson

On the morning of 15 June, | was
walking the dog on the nearby golf
course when | heard a bluebird sing-
ing. The song came from a grove of elm
and pine near the end of the driving
range. | had sugcessfully fledged four
blues last year on another part of the
golf course but had no nest this year
[1987]. | hurried home to get a box. |
strapped it to a tree in the center of the
grove. Several days later, it contained
the beginning of a bluebird nest.

On 5 July one egg was laid. My
wife and | went on a weekend camping
trip and, on our return, expected tc see
at least three, maybe four eggs in the
nest. To our surprise, the egg was
alone in the nest. | immediately brought
the tape player to the site. Both par-
ents appeared to listen to their taped
relatives. A couple of days passed but
no more eggs appeared, so | called my
good bluebird friend John and told him
of my plight. John had two eggs from
an abandoned nest which | placed with
the other egg. About the 23rd, one egg
hatched and, after several more days, |
removed the two unhatched eggs. |
showed off the single youngster to our
grandchildren and the bird's parsints
showed off to us by coming very close;
in fact, they were the closest | have
ever been to a pair of bluebirds.

On my visit on 3 August, both par-
ents began diving at me just like the
Tree Swallows do. | just hoped they
were that way when the flock of crows
was in their vicinity. On 6 August we
were approaching the box when a flash
of blue flew in front of us. It was the
male checking us out. He flew past and
landed on the 250 yard marker. 'l
reached Into the nest and, to my sur-
prise, there was no haby. The nest was
empty. | heard and saw the female
above me flitting from branch to branch
chirping madly. We thought the chick
was on the ground so checked the area,
but no baby. We scanned the tree
branches for the little one and finally
heard a chirp, chirp. There directly

above us was a baby bluebird stand-
ing on a branch while the mother darted
back and forth above it

We stayed and watched the antics
of the mother for ten minutes. About a
week later, a flash of blue caught my
attention while walking along the edge
of the golf course. Three bluebirds
were moving through the trees. Occa-
sionally, one of the birds would dart
out onto the fairway to snatch an in-
sect. There was no way to prove it, but|
tfelt sure they were the three from my
box. i

815 N. 40th Ave. E.
Duluth, MN 55804

Art Editor Named

M. Suzanne Probst is a native of
Maryiand and currently resides in the
new town of Columbia. She graduated
fram Catonsville Community College
with a major in graphic arts and has
been employed as a graphic artist for
11 years. She has produced note cards
for a focal bird club and design illustra-
tions forcommercial publications. W

Project FeederWatch

Cornell University's Laboratory of Orni-
thology hegan Project FeederWalch last
year as a cooperative research venture with
Canada’s Long Point 8ird Observatory. [t in-
volves many parlicipanis (4,000 n its pilet
year) watching feeders all across the con-
tinent to help answer numerous gueshions
aboul feeder birds. You must be able to
identify the common birds that come to
your feeder.

Project FeederWatch requires an annual
regisiration fee of $9, which helps to pay tor
data forms, analysis and preparation, and
mailing of reports and newsletiers. To join,
wrile 1o Erica Dunn, Coordinator, Project
Feederwatch, Cornell Laboratory of Or-
nithology, Sapsucker Woods, Ithaca, NY
14850, Include your name and agdress,
state whether you wish to contribule obser-
vations from your feeder or just receive
reports, and enclose your check for $9
made payable to Project FeederWatch ]
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