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Dear Editor:

Attached is a clipping regarding the
project of Cub Scout Pack 280 to make
bluebird boxes for sale to the public.
The den mother, Mrs. Bob Hill, has
spent a good bit of time getting in-
terest aroused and doing research. Mr.
James Thornton is providing the wood
(as he has for years). We hope this pro-
ject will keep the families interested
and active in protecting the bluebirds.

Bluebirds are rather prolific in our
area now, thanks to a Garden Club
Council project of providing nest boxes
and informatien initiated while | was
Bird Chairman. Interest continues.

Laurie Jones

306 Hill Street
Washington, Georgia 30673
]

Dear Editor:

In regard t0 nesting site preference
for bluebirds, | discovered a very inter-
esting item at the Illinois Green River
Game Preserve in Lee County.

At the preserve, | have a bluebird
trai! of 200 boxes which is now in its
third year. At the end of the first year, |
noticed a marked preference for sites
on open posts away from trees. On the
approximately four square miles of the
preserve, there was not an abundance
of fenceposts 50 | put in an additional
70 and transferred boxes to them from
trees. | also used the horse trail signs
which are placed on either metal or
wooden isolated posts, often 50-100
yards to the nearest shrubs or trees. /
found that in at least 9 out of 10 cases,
these received bluebird nests! The
boxes on a tree—or within a few feet of
a tree—9 out of 10 times did nof have a
bluebird nest. From 10-25 feet from a
tree, the nesting ratio was aboutone in
three,

If, on a bluebird trail, enough
isolated posts can be found, there
might be a bluebird occupancy record
of 90%.

Jack Keegan
Box 463
Cixon lllinois 61021

Volume 10, Number 3

Dear Editor:

Over the past 10 years my family and
| have worked to keep the bluebird in
our orchard. This year our diligence
seems to be rewarded. Throwing out
sparrow nests nas reduced the spar-
row population sc now we have four
boxes of bluebirds. Four young have
flown and we are waliching for eight
more egas to hatch.

It has come to my attention through
reading the Wonderfui West Virginia
magazine that the Brooks Bird Club of
Wheeling, WV, distributes informa-
tional packets on how to establish a
witdlife sanctuary in your yard, farm,
estate, etc. This is most appealing to
my and may intrigue other persons in-
terested in wildlite.

Arreta Jaranko
Rt. 1, Box 680
Shenandoah Junction, West Virginia

Dear Editor:

Our family provided 48 redwood
bluebird boxes for the new Mahoney
State Park in easlern Nebraska border-
ing the Platte River. We had had 30
boxes located in this area for the past
six years and have experienced several
nestings from these boxes. Just
wanted to let you know, we are busy
helping bluebirds in Nebraska.

Raymond E. Judds
RFD 1, Platte Vale Ranch
Ashland, Nebrska 68003

Dear Editor:

Please place bluebird boxes where
there is little activily. Some people
place boxes close to their houses
where there is a tot of activity from
children and pets during the spring and
summer. This causes bluebirds to
abandon nest and eggs. | know of two
instances last year where a tolal of 10
eggs were abandoned because of ex-
cessive activity close to the boxes.

Mrs. Joseph Roberts
1207 E. Patuxent Dr.
La Plata, Maryland 20646
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biuebird activity, club members had 44
boxes up and reported 256 young birds
fledged.

They have quite a way 1o go, for the lat-
est Bella Vista, AR, communique frem Loo
Robeberg stated that “Cur Bella Vista club
continues to grow and prosper—over 150
members now with a 30 mile trail and 220
boxes. Qur village is a retirement commun-
ity of mostly northern people who are so
anxious to learn all about the bluebirds as
very few of them have ever seen one before
—they attend our meetings full of questions
and enthusiasm, At yesterday’s meeting we
signed up 16 new members. Gur enclosed
donation is for ‘Fledgiing Bluebird Boos-
ters’”

Christine Ammons, of Union Mills, NC,
is teader of the Betsy Ross 4-H Club and en-
tered therr "“Help the Bluebird” project in
the "Keep North Carolina Clean and Beau-
tiful" annual competition. Christine was in-
formed that the project was named in the
top three winners in the category of "Oper-
ation Clean and Beautiful 1987." She was
granted permission to use the '"starling"
slige from NABS' slide program, which she
incorporated with her own slides and
showed at the seminar and awards Junch-
eon. Another active Speaker’s Bureau mem-
ber—keep it up, all you Speakers!

Among biuebird organizations conti-
nent-wide, the Bluebird Resloration Asso-
clation of Wisconsin [BRAW)] continues
bluebird assistance by media advertising te
locate people with suitable habitat who are
intarested in having bluebirds nest on their
property | believe | am acquainted with a
few people who would gladly relocate te
such property just for the privilege of hav-
ing bluebirds nest nearby! However, Don
Kopff and Jim Kronenberg of Dodge Coun-
ty, WI, offered free nest boxes (o people
who gualified with the proper habitat.

The State of New Jersey has joined the
many other states which are providing an
educational program for their citizens re-
garding bluebirds and other nalive cavity
nesting birds.

In a tetier recently received, Patricia
Wyzga of the Hackensack [NJ] Meadow-
lands Environment Center wrote, “Enclosed
you wil find an order for a NABS teaching
packet. We are holding a workshop for the
public about bluebirds on April 16 that will
include a nest box building sesston. Junlus
Birchard was originally scheduied to lead
the program for us. In memory of him we are
continuing with the program, but we need to
quickly gatner what information we can
about bluebirds.”

From Homer City, PA, Charles Relchal

Volume 10, Number 3

wrote saying he is an employee of the Penn-
sylvania Game Commission for the Land
Management Division in Indiana County. In
three townships they have boxes which
they clean, maintain, and with which they
share the joy of bluebirds with others. In
order to hold the side doors shut, they usea
slant nai! in the front and side door. Per-
haps others no!l yet doing this could use
this hint? Helen Muniz of Mountaindale, NY,
told of hand raising three orphaned blue-
birds, one of which survived. She took it
into the woods 1o release it, and said that
the sparrows helped it survive! The blue-
bird returned with sparrows and about 30
bluebirds and then flew away. | wish spar-
rows were more “helpful” in their nesting
habits as well!

From Dallas, TX, Rosalle Cutrer wrote,
“My friend and | do birdwatching courses
for Jr. Colleges Continuing Education De-
partments, and other programs. The folders
vou sent will be used next week al Holly
Lake Ranch, Big Sandy, TX, where we give a
program for the community’'s Women's
Auxiliary.” Sally Tyner wrote in April, “This
past February, on an icy Sunday afternoon,
| observed eight bluebirds gathered around
my birdbath. | was completely fascinated by
the beauty of these birds. They have not re-
turned to my yard since that time. Please
ferward some informational material abouwt
this striking creature whose song turned a
dreary, ccld day into a memory.” Once again
a Teiephone Pioneer wrote—from Rocking
R Ranch in Jackson, TN. He said, “Highway
70 (the ornginal Broadway of America) ex-
tends coast 1O coast and runs throughout
Tennessee We plan to stimulate enough
momentum to make a biluebird trail of this
old highway."

Lamar Weller ¢f Dalmatia, PA, wrate in
March, "My husband and | are avid biue-
bird watchers. We never had biuebirds in 20
years that he lived here until three years
ago. So my husband siarted building biue-
bird houses—six of them., Weli, now we
have 24 houses and do we ever have blue-
birds!"

Patricia Scose of Butler, PA, said in a
February letter that she really enjoyed the
NABS 10th Annual Meeting. She also told
this plaintive story: "'l had a Hicker attracted
to my boxes last year. | had put up a suit-
able flicker house, but then the starlings
tound 1t and the flicker eventually left. |
finalty bad to take the box down lo keep
the starlings from using i1. Later, toward the
end of May, my husband and his brother
were cutting firewood nat very far from
here. You can probably guess what hap-
pened. One of the trees they cut contained
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not.

At one of our winter bird club
meetings, a young lady we knew won a
bluebird box. The next weekend she
nailed it to the side of her brand-new
condominium. Some time later in the
spring a miracle happened. A pair of
bluebirds showed up in the center of
this huge condo comptex and took over
the box. But alast Due to the nearby
porchrailing, a cat was able to monitor
the box at a close range. The birds
gave up. A month later another sur-
prise took place. Bluebirds returned
again, rebuilt their nest and laid four
eggs. A few days later one of the btue-
birds hit the picture window and left a
splotch of blood. Somehow this proved
too much. The eggs were left untended
and chilled in a short time. Needless to
say, we were all saddened by this
whole episode.

One question persists. Why did
bluebirds insist on trying to build a
nest in the midst of a condo conglom-
erate? We now think the answer is star-
ing us in the face. Before the ground
was broken for these condominiums,
we believe it was bluebird habitat and
probably had been for many years. It is
Just one more example of how our wild-
life is losing, bit by bit, their rightful
habitat. |

15 Clovercrest Dr.
Nashua, NH 03062

(SPEAKERS—Continued from page
109)
them, we should talk about destroying
the House Sparrow.”

Vic and Eleanor are truly dedicat-
ed bluebirders. Their enthusiasm and
dedication are sure to pay off for cen-
tral Minnesota. Maybe someday we
will not bhave to ask the gquestion
“WHERE HAVE ALL THE BLUEBIRDS
GONE?” because they will be in our
backyards, our parks, golf courses,
along our country roads and wherever
there is the right habitat to support
them. But, until that day arrives, we
need an ever increasing army of dedi-
cated ‘‘speakers” to spread the word
and recruit new bluebirders. |

Volume 10, Number 3
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Frances Haes Award Omitted

At the Tenth Annuai Meeting, Fran
Hanes of Utica, NY, was given a John
and Norah Lane Award for an outstand-
ing contribution to bluebird conserva-
tion. This award formally recognized
the many varied activities Fran has par-
ticipated in for many years to benefit
bluebirds. While still practicing her
profession as a school nurse, Fran be-
gan setting out nesting boxes on farms
and in other suitable places near Utica.
These she monitored faithfully until
her retirement. Indeed her picture ap-
pears in the NABS slide program doing
just that. After retirement, she became
involved in founding a NABS affiliate,
the Upstate New York Bluebird Soci-
ety, was elected its initial president,
and spearheaded that organization’s
considerable efforts to promote blue-
bird conservation before any other
statewide efforts got underway. Fran
was also elected to the NABS Board of
Directors where she served for four
years. Her prodigious artistic talent
has provided inspiration for many who
thrilt to her wildlife paintings and carv-
ings (especially of biuebirds). Her
pieces are coveted treasures to their
proud owners.

We regret the inadvertent omission
of her name in the Winter 1988 issue of
Sialia. Congratulations, Fran, faithful
triend of the bluebirds! =

—Mary D. Janetatos
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Eastern Bluebird Boosters

Sarkis Acoplan

Ellis C. Adams

Dave & Jan Ahlgren
MNeal B. Allen

John F. Anderscn
Eugane A. Armstrong
Mrs. Nancy Baron
Dorothy A. Battle
Andrew P. Baasley
Rev. L.A. Bandar

Anne Bant

Junius W. Birchard
Dr.L.J. Black, Jr.

Wirs. A.L. Blades

H.J. Blair

Bluebird Socisty of Bella Vista
Robert Bodine
Bowater Carolina Co.
Mrs. John W. Brooks
Eflen Candelori

Marvin Carkbuff

Mr. & Mrs. A.R. Chambers
Jane C. Chaplin
Martha Chestem
Gorky Corporation
John G. Davldson

G. Dunn Davis

Warren T. Dawson
Merian De Bolt, M.D.
Stella DiPaulo

C.H. Dowermuth
Willard Duckett
Haskell Duncan
Family Club Campfire
Liltian Lund Files

E.W. Gallagher

Mrs. Carolyn L. Gator
Lance Gilbert

Mrs. Linda Glickert

Dr. Roberta Gray

Betty J, Hartman
Bryan C. Hebbeler
Dana L. Heisey

Dan Herald

Richard & Marlys Hjort
Nolan & Rosamond Hughes
Mr. & Mrs. J.L. Hullgren
James D. Hunt

Karen Huss

Kenneth W. Jacobs, Jr.
David M. Johnson
Paul Jung

Pauline R. Kasserman
Morihisa & Junko Kato
Martha Keating

Tony & Deanna Kitchens
Joan Langdale

Aletha J. Lindstrom
Mrs. E. Leslie Long
James Loomls

Ms. Felicia Lovelett
Amanda Mahoney
James Marquardi

Joan & Jim Marsh

Mr. W.T. Mattison
Uvonne R. McClelland

BLUEBIRD BOOSTERS

Richard McGovern
Mrs. Betty Mclllwain
Karen S. Metz

Mr. & Mrs. Willlam Milligan
James G. Moak
Kenneth M. Nagler
Laura Nlalsen

Carol Norman

Nancy Ogg

David B. Qliver |
John C. Oliver, Jr.
Dorathy O'Neli
Gaorge P. O'Nell

Bilt Osborne

Joanne H. Ostrowski
Mary Jane B. Pearss
P. Michael L. Pearson
Victoria L. Pennoyer
Carla Petersen

5.J. Purtell

Douglas Rankin
Roger E. Roberts
Marvin & Mary Rubin
Margaret D. Rust
Mrs. Patricla Sayre
Mark Schmanski
vincent E. Schnelbla
Jenifer L. Secosan
D.E. Sheldon, Jr.
Glenn H. Sikes

Marie Skoglund
Joseph Sobolewski
Mrs. Patricla A. Soose
John A. Speilacy

Lou Steele

T.J. Stokes

Ralph J. Stolle
Palmer Strauss
Marjorie B. Tattersall
Ruth C. Tevis

Chris Thama

Jon Truesdale

Sherry Ulius

Upstate New York Bluebird Society
Patricia H. vaughn
Lewis & Peggy Veatch
Mr. & Mrs. N.C. Vestal, Jr.
Len Vignola
A.B.Wadsworlh
Lorraine D. Watkins
Nancy Weber

Kevin M. White
Marlanne Wodarsky
Mr. & Mrs. R. Yaun, Jr.
Clifford R. Young
Lawrence Zelany

Fledgling Bluebird Boosters

Malissa Allison
Donald F. Anderson
Leonard Angermeimer
Brenda Baldwin

Allan Bentley

Gary Black, Jr.
Warwick P. Bonsal, Jr.
Mrs. John W. Brooks
Mrs. E. Brownworth
Cr. Shiri Brunell

Edward R. Bucklin
James D. Carter, M.D.
Tom & Barbara Chambers
Mrs. Belty L. Conner

J.R. Cook

John G. Davidson

Mrs. Dlang T. Desibour
Anthony DiFloce

Mrs. Coleman Donaldson
Mrs. Malcolm Dorber
Patricia N. Dubols

Ms. Theresa Elmendeort
Patricla Folley

Franklln Gardan Club
Gall Fuhrer

Garden Club of Springfield
Nancy M. Gilbert

Earl R. Gillis

Frances C. Hanes

Mrs. George Harmon

Mr. & Mrs. Dennis L. Hayford
Danal. Hefsey

Gordon F. Hock
Wilbur O. Huth

Charlolte & Blll Jernigan
T.5. Kent, M.D.

Dr. & Mrs. M. Klavan
Roberi J. Lavell

Mr. & Mrs. Willlam Lawrence
Anne Lechetier

Mrs. M.V. Leonard
Charlee Lesnett

Danatta B. Levine

Cat Llles

Jilt MacDonald

Mrs. Belty Major

Col. Stephen C. McCormick
Marjorle Mountjoy

L.E. Nelson, Jr.
P.P.Olson

Mary Jane B. Pearsa
Linda Phillips

Mark & Jean Raabe
James H. Resau, Ph.D.
Lois M. Roberts, M.D.
Col. W.R. Robertson

Mr. & Mrs. E.B. Sheaff
Matthew Sitek

John W. Skooglund
Herman L, Smith

T.W. Smith

Pat Socehnlan

Martha R. Sullivan

Joe L. Sumrall

Mrs. Atbert Till

Mr. & Mrs. N.C. Vestal, Jr.
Susan Watkins

Mark Weathers

Nancy L. Weiss, M.D.
Raymond J. Whalen

Gary K. Willocughby
Brenda J. Wrape

Western Bluebird Boosters

Cari R. Carlsen
Mrs. Irene E. Hall
Willlam B. Watling

(Continued on page 120)
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