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wheels.” Helmut, | know you haven't been
dormant!

As | reported in the Autumn 1987
Slalia, Montana bluebirds come in three
kinds—you can guess what they are. Now,
Andy Harlan, the “Bluebird Man” from
Trout Creek, MT, reports fleaging 402 Moun-
tain and Western Bluebirds from 384 boxes!
Do you feel challenged to attract an East-
ern, Andy? Dorothy Gessert, of Brodhead,
WI, observed a bluebird pair she’s sure built
four “dummy’’ nests and took three months
to finally produce three young. She won-
ders if this was unusual: bluebirds build-
ing multiple nests—she knows House
Wrens "do it all the time.” Ann Guenthar, a
4-H leader of Wautun, MN, thanked us tor
sending NABS information. "We were get
ting ready for the county fair. We copied
the bird house plans and info to give away
and spread the word on bluebirds. The dis-
piay went over great—waon Grand Champ-
on,"” A heartening note from Dan McGuckin
of Valparaiso, IN, says, “Thank you for help-
ing the bluebird. My friend has been in
NABS for seven years; I've for three. We
arg yet to see a good increase in bluebirds,
but hope this is the year. | saw a pair on
March 8th, which is one month earlier than
usuyal. I'm 16 and in H.5. and as you can
guess my friends tease me a |ot, but | know
it's worth it when | see that beautifu! flash
of biue,” Cub Scouts were heard from also,
when Marle Liebner, leader of St. Ambrose
Pack #632, used NABS nformation and re-
ported that their interest carried them far
beyond the troop’s activities. “Five of the
families have successfully provided homes
for bluebirds (n their own backyards. My
female is sitting on six eggs! The first brood
hatched and fledged and almost imimed-
iately another nest was under construction.
Thank you for all the heloful information
that you have provided for us and, happy
bluebirding!" Mary Kay McCord, teacher of
24 fourth graders at Ellicottville Central
School in Eilicotlville, NY, wrote, “We dig a
science projecl on bluebirds and assem-
bled houses and placed them in sutlabie
areas. | feel that it has been a most edu-
cational, meaningful experience for my stu-
dents. We have taken pictures of them
working on this project. | plan (o work on a
bluebird project each year, [because] our
New York State Bird is the biuebird.”

A newspaper clipping came to NABS
recently telling of Julle Junkin, of Arnold,
MC, receving the Gold Award, highest
award in Girl Scouting, for building and in-
stalling nest boxes for the bluebirg trail at
the Broadcreek Girl Scout camping facility
in Whitehall, MD.
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Halping bluebirds makes a fine project
for all youth, and one new group to use the
project is “Youth for Tomorrow,” chaired
in the Washington area by Washington Red-
skins Coach Joe Gibbs. Established in 1883
on a 137 acre tract of land in Prince William
County, VA, this home serves boys .who
have had a brush with the law within a 50-
mile radius of lhe Nation’s Capital. Staff
member Rick Davls used NABS information
to get the boys involved in egstablishing a
bluebird trail on the grounds which provide
excellent biuebird habital. Bluebirds have
taken up residence and everyone at the
home Is enjoying the bluebird population
growth. Who knows? A young boy exper-
iencing the delightful activities of God's
creatures, the bluebirds, may be inspired to
live his own life in ways intended by the
Crealor.

The Allenwood Federal Prison Camp,
Montgomery, PA, established bluebird
trails in order '‘to provide meaningful recre-
ation to a greater segment of the popula-
tion.” As reported by Jim Youngman, Sup-
ervisor of Education: 78 bluebirds fledged
from about 20 nest boxes, and “the pro-
gram appealed 10 a surprisingly high num-
ber of people. Approx!malely 100 individ-
uals developed an interest in birdwatching
ang natufe in general.”

Litllan Flles, NABS Nominating Com-
mittee chairman, made a leisurely trip back
home from the 10th Annual Meeting to
Tyngsboro, MA, and visited Geltysburg Na-
tional Military Park where she found a de-
lightful postcard she sent 1o me. |t shows a
male Eastern Bluebird perched on a can-
non, and in print says, “As though in silent
vigil this little bird of peace and freedom
sits on a cannon lhat caused pain and
death to many.”

Shall the bluebird be God's instru-
ment as we serve Him in rastoring its num-
bers? For all the experiences of 10 years of
NABS bluebirding, will you join me In praise
of His Providence? From the back page of
the mesling program, | quote thase Stuart
K. Hina words:

When through the woods and forest glades
twander

And hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees.

When | look down from lofty mountain
grandeur

And hear the brook and fee! the genlie
breeze,

Then sings my soul, my Savior God to Thee:
How great Thou art! How great Thou art!

Then sings my soul, my Savior God to Thee;
How great Thou art! How greal Thou art! |
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good, fee! free to submit them. Three
atbinistic biuebirds in one brood is cer-
tainly highly unusual.

Dear Editor;

| would like to pass something along
to readers. Despite health problems, |
managed to build five nesting boxes
and give them te friends. Cne indi-
vidual lives in the city of Fairfax (VA)
and hasn't even seen a bluebird at his
home in the past 35 years. Within a day
or two after putting the box in the very
middle of his backyard (which isn’t very
large), bluebirds inspected the box
thoroughly. Unfortunately, the pair lost
out to a House Wren. But the mere fact
that the box was even inspected
should encourage people to put up
nesting boxes, wherever they may live,
to help our beautiful little friends con-

tinue to survive.
George N. Lumsden
Fairfax, Virginia

Dear Editor:

| have a small trail started. Now that
we live in the country, | will be able to
not only watch the houses already up
but put up more. I've been trying to get
people in the area interested and have
gotten permission to put bluebird
houses on their property. Before 1981,
when | first got started in this project, |
had never even seen a bluebird; now
I'm locking forward to spring and, |
hope, their return. Sure hope they
remember how nice it was to live and

raise a family here.
M.A. Logan
Gibben Glade, Pennsylvania

Dear Editor:

| feed my bluebirds mealworms year-
round and they never miss coming in
promptly at 6:00 a.m. each morning.
The adult birds come in to feed about
5:30 each evening and carry the worms
and raisins off to the fledglings.

Velume 10, Number 1

If it is possible, | would like to know
more about a wholesaler where you
can get mealworms in bulk. | now get
them at a local pet store and they cost
$1.75 a hundred. | purchase 500 each
week for my lovely birds.

I am also interested in more informa-
tion on banding for next spring. Do you
need to have a large trail in order to
have someone do this?

Nancy M. Mays
Parkton, Maryland

Dear Nancy Mays:

We don’t have a list of mealworm
suppliiers because at headquarters we
raise our own mealworms. Had you
considered that option? Elsewhere in
this issue you will find an article de-
scribing the process. Because more
and more bluebirders are feeding meal-
worms, we thought there might be
many readers interested in this project.
In case any readers obtain meafworms
at wholesale prices and wish to com-
municate with Nancy, her sitreet ad-
dress is 1972 Mt. Carmel Rd., zip 22120.

In answer to your question about
banding: You do not necessarily need
to have a large trail in order to have
young banded. Much depends on the
time the bander has available and the
distance he or she must travel. Ob-
viously, a large trail may mean that
several broods may be banded at the
same time.

We have had a number of questions
from readers asking how banders can
be located and inquiring how a band-
ing license can be obtained. The Bird
Banding Laboratory at the Patuxent
Wildlife Research Center in Laurel,
Maryland, licenses all U.S. citizens
while the Canadian Wildlife Service
does so in Canada. Licenses are not
issued simply for banding bluebirds on
a trail. Those applying must indicate
extensive knowledge of the tocal birds
as well as banding techniques. Work-
ing with a local bander to establish cre-
dentials is essential. To locate a M-
censed bird bander in your area, check
local bird and conservation organiza-
tions, nature centers, or biology depart-
menis at colleges and universities. W
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My Little Bird

My word! Haven't you heard!?

I've a little bird

Living contentedly

In the cage of my heart.

We’re never far apart,

Every evening; before | go to sleep

| set it free

Sc¢ that it may fly through the night of my dreams.
Each morning

With a tender ““‘cheep”

It returns to me

Bringing back reality (or so it seems).
There’s no surrender to its gender
It's neither he nor she.

Neutrall That's the best way for it to be,
What kind of bird is it?

I don’t know!

No; it isn't a wren

Robin or phalarope.

What do | call my little bird?

A very simple word.

ts name is—HOPE.

Paul Morgan

Volume 10, Number 1
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G. Dunn Davis

Francis M. Dorer

Mrs. Paul J. Eakin
Ronald A. Erpelding
George N. Grant
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Mr. and Mrs. Dennis L. Hayford
Bryan C. Hebbeler

Hilltop Garden Club

T.5. Kent, M.D.

Mr. and Mrs. H.R. Lampshire
Robert J. Lavell

Mrs. Marty V. Leonard
Charlee Lesnett

W.T. Mattison

Drew McCausland, M.D.
Myrene McCollum
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Mrs. Carl Thomas Miller
Mr. and Mrs. Lee F. Miller
David A. Mueller

Mary B. Olch

Linda Phillips

Mrs. William A. Porter
Mark and Jean Raabe
Dorothy D. Rands

Mr. and Mrs. E.B. Sheaff
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Herman L. Smith

Pat Soehnlen

Martha R. Sullivan

Richard F. Taylor

Mr. and Mrs. Chris Thoma
Lee D. Uxley

Patricia H. Vaughn

Mr. and Mrs. N.C. Vestal, Jr.
Mrs. W.B. Weaver

Jeannie Wright

Nestling Bluebird Boosters

Delos Dupree

Cort F. Humm

Mary Janetatos

Con Kopff

E.W. LeRoy

Tom T. Smith

COT Keaneth C. Weber, 5r.

Western Blueblird Booster

Carl R. Carlsen

John Coleman

Mr. and Mrs. Edward CePach
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Mountain Bluebird Booster

Tom and Barbara Chambers
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